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Pl N leave to remind my readers of their /atter end; 
and would invite them to ſet, not their houſes only, 


* which is inexpreſſibly more needful, their 
Dub in order: That they may be able, through - 
all the intermediate ſtages, to look forward upon 
their approaching exit, without any anxioms appre- 


: henfions: And, when the great change commences, 


Ty 


| 1 forts of a well-grounded faith. 


Ih be other attempts to ſketch out ſome little traces : 


of the al. [ſufficiency of our Redeemer, for the grand 


to be ſhared with any performances of our own 


there are none, but muſt be ſenſible, that this is the 
7 houſe appointed for all [rumg; and that they them- 

ſelves are ſhortly to remove into the ſame ſolemn 
2} manſions, 


Aud who would not turn afide, for a 


H E fi of theſe occafional Meditations begs 


A may bid Adieu to terreſtrial things, with all the . 
: calmneſs of a cheariul reſignation, with all the 19 05 


and gracious purpoſes of everlaſting ſalvation; that 
a a ſenſe of his unutterable dignity, and infinite per- 
1 ar may incite us to regard him with ſentiments 
of the moſt profound veneration; to long for an af 
fured intereſt in his merits, with all the ardency of: 
Lare; and to truſt in his powerful meditation, with 
an affance not to be ſhaken by any e not 


I fatter myſelf, that the thoughts conceived among 
the Tombs may be welcome to the ſerious and humane 
mind; becaufe, as there are few, who have not 
1 conſigned the remains of ſome dear Relations, or 
-* honoured friends,” to thoſe ſilent repoſitories; fo _ 
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while, from the 4 favourite 8 to view 


the place, where his once. loved companions lie? 
Who would not ſometimes ſurvey thoſe apartments, 
where he himſelf is to take up an JT till time 
ſhall be no more? | 


As to the other little eſſay, may I not humbly 


preſu me, that the very ſubject itſelf will recommend 
the remarks? For, who is not delighted with the 


proſ pect of the blooming creation, and even charmed 


with the delicate at trations of flowers? Who does not 
covet to aſſemble them in the Garden, or wear them 
in a Noſegay? ſince tbis is a paſſion ſo univerſal, 
who would not be willing to render it productive of 


the ſublimeſt improvements; This piece of holy 


Frugality, I have ventured to ſuggeſt, and endea- 
voured to exemplity, in the ſecond letter: that, 
while the hand is cropping the tranſient beauties of 
a flower, the attentive mind may be enriching itſelf 
with ſolid and laſting good. 
but entertain ſome pleaſing hopes, that the niceſt 
taſte may receive and reliſn religious impreſſions, when 
| they are conveyed by ſuch /ovely monitors; when the 
inſtructive leſſons are found, not on the leaves of 
ſome formidable Þv/io, but ſtand legible on the fine 
farcenet of a Narciſſus; when they ſavour not of 


And I cannot 


the /amp and Recluſe, but come breathing from the 
 Iragrant boſom of a Junqull. 
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MEDITATIONS 


IN A LETTER TO A LADY 


Mapa, 


Tr AVE L LIN 6 CER into Cott x. 
| happened to alight at a conſiderable village, in 
that county; where, finding myſelf under an un- 
_ expected neceſſity of ſtaying a little, I took a walk 
to the church. The doors, like the Heaven to 


which they lead, were wide open ; and readily ad- 


mitted an unworthy ſtranger. Pleaſed with the 


opportunity, I reſolved to ipend a few minutes un 


der the ſacred roof. 


IN a ſituation ſo retired and awful, 3 3 not 


avoid falling into a train of meditations, ſerious 
and mournfully pleaſing. Which, I truſt, were in 


ſome degree * to me, while they poſſeſſed 
= Mop and 


. MEDITATIONS 


and warmed my thoughts ; and, if they may ad- 
miniſter any ſatisfaction to you, madam, now they 


are recollected, and committed to writing, I ſhall 


receive a ireih pleaſure from them. 
IT was an amient Pile; reared by hands, that, 


ages ago were mouldered into duſt.—Situate in the 


ceutre of a large burial ground; remote from all 
the nolle and hurry of tumultuous life.— The body 


ſpacious; the ſtructure lofty; the whole magnifi- 
cently plain. A row of regular pillars extended 
themſelves through the midft ; and ſupported the 


roof with fimplicity, and with dignity: —The light, 


that paſſed through the windows, ſeemed to ſhed a 


kind of luminous obſcurity; which gave every 
object a grave and venerable air.—The deep ſilence, 
added to the gloomy aſpeR, and both heightened 


by the lonelineſs of the place, greatly increaſed the 7 
ſolemnity of the ſcene.—A fort of religious dread 


ſtole inſenſibly on my mind, as I advanced, all 


penſive and thoughtful, along the inmoſt iſle. Such 
as huſhed every ruder paſſion, and diſſipated all = 


the gay images of an alluring world. 


Having adored that eternal Majeſty, who, far 


from being conlined to temples made with hands, 
has heaven for his throne, and the earth for his foot- 


ſtool.— I took particular notice of a handſome altar- 
piece, preſented, as I was afterwards informed, by 
the mafler-builders of Stow * ; out of gratitude, 1 


preſume, to that gracious Gop, who carried them 

Through their work, and enabled them t to © * bring 
forth their top-ſtone with joy.“ 

O! how amiable is Gratitude ! l when 
it has the Supreme Benefactor for its object. I have 


always 


| The name df : a OL ER ſeat, belonging to the Tate ear] of 
Bath; remarkable formerly for its excellent workmanthip, and 
elegant furniture ; once the grand reſort of the quality and 


gentry of the ee but now demoliſhed, laid even with the 


ground, and ſcarce one ſtone leſt upon another. So that 
corn may grow, or nettles ſpring where Stow lately ood, 
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AMONG THE TOMBS. 3 


always looked upon gratitude, as the moſt exalted | 
principle, that can actuate the heart of man. It 
has ſomething noble, difintereſted, and (if I may be 
allowed the term) generouſly devout. Repentance 


indicates our Nature fallen, and Prayer turns chief. 
ly upon a regard to one's ſelf. But the exerciſes 
ol gratitude Tubſiſted in Paradiſe, when there was 


no tault co deplore; and will be perpetuated in 
Heav en, When G05 ſhall be All in All.“ : 


The language of this ſweet temper is, I on 


_ unſpeakably obliged: what return ſhall I make? 
And, ſurely, it is no improper expreſſion of an un- 


{cigned thankfulneſs, to decorate our Creator's 
courts, and beautify “ the place where his honour 


dwelleth.? Of old, the habitation of his feet was 


glorious: let it not, now, be ſordid or contempti- 


ble. It muſt grieve an ingenuous mind, and bo 
a reproach to auy people, to have their own houſes 

wainſcotted with cedar, and painted with vermili- 
on; while the temple of The Loxp of Hoſts | 1s deſ- 


tins of every decent Ornament. 
HERE I recollected, and was ad, ich So- 


lomon's tme addreſs to the Almighty, at the ded1- 
cation of his famous Temple. With immenſe 
charge, and exquiſite ſkill, he had erected the 


moſt rich and finiſhed iruRure, that tbe ſun ever 


8 Yet, upon a review of his work, and a re- 


jection on the trauſcendent periections of the God- 


. how he exalts the one, and abaſes the other! 
—The building was too glorious, for the migh- 


ticſt monarch to inhabit; too ſaered, for unhal- 


| lowed feet even to enter; yet infinitely too mean, 
tor the Deity to reſide in. Itewas, and the royal 
worſhipper acknowledged it to be, a moſt Marys! 


lous vouchſafement in uncreated excellency, to 
<< put his uame there.” The whole paſſage . 


| Fuch a x delicacy, and is animated with ſuch a ſub- 


B CL liwity 


4 — 
* 
— Fs 
. . mg — , — i 
«. 1 n — 
882 * 5 * 
r 0 % 
ö — 2— ù—B — ũ ùↄ x —ͤ—7˙ ² ˙ CCC IR „ — 5 


AN 
. 


1 MEDITATIONS 


limity of | ſentiment, that I cannot perſuade myſelf 


to paſs on without repeating it.“ But will 


Gop indeed dwell on earth? Behold ! the Heaven, 
and Heaven of Heavens, cannot contain 'Thee; 
how much leſs this Houſe that I have builded? 


—[ncomparablec ſaying | Worthy the wiſeſt of men. 
Who would not chooſe to poſſeſs ſuch an elevated 
devotion, rather than to own all the glittering 


materials of that ſumptuous edifice? 


We are apt to be ſtruck with admiration, at the 


beautiful grandeur of a maſterly performance in Ar- 


chitecture. And, perhaps, on a ſight of the ancient 
ſanctuary, ſhould have made the ſuperficial obler- 
CY 8 „ fl 


11 Kings viii. 27. But will- A fine abrupt beginning. 
moſt ſignificantly deſcribing the amazement and rapture of the 
royal prophet's mind! - GOD: he uſes no epithet, where 
Writers of inferior diſcernment would have been fond to mul- 
tiply them: bur ſpeaks of the Deity, as an incomprehenſible 
being, whofe excellency is exalted above all praiſe ——Dwel! : 
To beſtow on ſinful creatures a propitious look, or favour them 
with a tranſient viſit of kindnefs, would have been an unut- 
terable obligation: will he then vouchſafe to fix his abode, and 
take up his ſtated reſidence among them ?—lIndeed : A word, 
in this connexion, exceedingly emphatical ; expreſſive of a 


condeſcenſion, wonderful and extraordinary almoſt beyond all 


credibility, —Then a moſt important reafon is fuggeſted for the 
preceding admiration : Behold : Intimating the continued, or 
rather the increaſing ſurprize of the ſpeaker, and awakening 
the attention of the hearer.—Behold! the Heaven: The ſpa- 
cious concave of the firmament, that wide-extended azure 


circumference, in which worlds unnumbered perform their 


_ revolutions, is too feanty an apartment for the God-head.——— 


| Nay, the Heaven of Heavens: Thoſe vaſily higher tracts, 


which lie far beyond the limits of heman ſurvey, to which 


our very thoughts can hardly ſoar ; even thofe (unbounded as 


they are) cannot afford an adequate habitation for Jehovah ; 
even theſe dwindle into a point, when compared with the in— 
finitude of his eſſence; even theſe © are as nothing before 
him.” How much leſs proportionate then is this poor dimi- 


native ſpeck, which I have been erecting and embelliſhing, 


10 fo auguſt a preſence, fo immenſe a majeſty. 
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AMONG THE TOMBS. 5 


vation of the pitolples, 6 TP manner of ſtones, 


and what buildings are here?” —But what a nobler 
turn of thought, and juſter taſte of things, does it 


diſcover, to join with Ifrael's King, in celebrating 
the condeſcenfion of the divine Inhabitant! That 
the high and lofty One, who fills immenſity with 
his glory, ſhould, ina peculiar manner, fix his abode 


there! ſhould there mauiſeſt an extraordinary de- 


gree of his benedictive preſence ; permit finful mor- 
tals to approach his Majeſty, and promiſe © to make 
them joytul in his houſe of prayer !”—This ſhould 


more ſenſibly affect our hearts, than the moſt curi- 
ous arrangement of ſtones can delight our eyes. 
Nax the everlaſting Gop does not diſdain to 
dwell in our ſouls, by his holy ſpirit; and to make 
even our Bodies We temple. ——Tell me, ye that 


frame critical judgments, and balance nicely the dif- 
tinQion of things, “ Is this moſt aſtoniſhing, or 
* moſt rejoicing?” he humbleth himſelf, the ferip- 
ture aſſures us, even to behold the things that are 
in Heaven . *Tis a moſt condeſcending Ron, if 
HE pleaſes to take the leaſt approving notice of au- 
gels and archangels, when they bow down in ho- 
mage from their celeſtial thrones: and yet will he 
ny regard, will he be intimately united o 
poor, poll 
lel'd ee invaluable privilege! be this my 


uted, breathing duſt 0 unparal- 


portion, and * ſhall not covet crowns, nor envy 


conquerors. 


Bur let me ene der 1 a Sandlity of Dil. 


poſition, and Uprightneſs of Converſation, ſo ex- 
alted a relation demands: remember this,“ and 


* rejoice with trembling” —durſt I commit any ini- 
uity, while I tread theſe hallowed courts? could 
* e Jewiſh High- Prieſt allow himſelf in any known 


tranlgreſſion, while he made that folemn yearly en- 


trance | into the Holy of Holes, and ſtoos beſore 
5 the 
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6 MEDITATIONS 


the immediate preſence of JEHOV AH? No, 
truly. In ſuch circumſtances, a thinking perſon 
muſt ſhudder at the moſt remote ſolicitations to any 
wilful offence. I ſhould now be ſhocked at the 
leaſt indecency of behaviour, and am apprehenſive 


of every appearance of evil—And why do we not 
carry this holy Jealouſy, into all our ordinary life? 


why do we not, in every place, || reverence our- 
ſelves; as perſons dedicated to the divinity, as Itv- 


ing temples of the God-head? For, if we are real, 
and not merely nominal chriſtians, the Gop of 
glory, according to bis own promile, f dwells in 
us, and walks in us.—O ! that this one doctrine of 
our religion might operate, with an abiding effica- 
cy, upon our confciences! it would be inſtead of a 
thouſand Laws, to regulate our conduct; inſtead 
of a thouſand Motives, to quicken us in holineſs. 

Under the influence of ſuch a conviction, we ſhould 
{ſtudy to maintain a purity of intention; a dignity 
of action; and © to walk worthy of HIM,” who 


has oaths us to this moſt lacred union with his 


bleſſed ſelf. 


Tux next thing, that enga . my attention, 
was the Lettered Floor: the pavement, ſomewhat 


like Ezekiel's roll, was written over from one end 


to the other. I ſoon perceived the compariſon to 
hold good in another reſpect; and the Inſcriptions 


to be matter of «© Mourning, Lamentation, and 
60 W de.. ey leemed to court my obſervation; 


ara : 


. mn —.— n r ds MxALG LG b G & TY, | 
was the favourits maxim of Pythagoras, and ſuppoſed to be 


the beſt moral precept ever given to the heathen world. 


Wich what ſuperior force, and infinite advantage, does the ar- 
gument take place in the chriſtian ſcheme! Where we are 


taught regard ourſelves not merely as intellectual Beings 
that have Reaſon for our monitor; but as conſecrated Cres 


rures, who have a God of the moſt conſummate perteciion 
_ ever with us, ever in us. 


+ 2 Cor. vi. 16. * Ezek. ii. 10. 
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ſilently inviting me to read them. 
would theſe dumb monitors inform me of? — Tbat 


AMONG THE TOMBS. », 


And what 


beneath their little circumferences, were depoſit- 
ed ſuch and ſuch pieces of clay, which once liv- 
<« ed, and moved, and talked: that they had recetv- 


<< ed a charge to preſerve their names, and were 


«© the FOR nimg truſtees of their memor 
An! ſaid J, is ſuch my ſituation? the nt 


Creator around me, and the bones of my fellow— 
creatures under me! ſurely, then, I have great 
reaſon to cry out, with the revering patriarch, 


How dreadful is this place lf Seriouſneſs, and de- 


votion become this houſe for ever. May I never 


enter it, lightly or irreverently; but with a profound 


awe and godly fear! 


Ohl! that they were wiſe $ | 5 ſaid the inſpired 


penman. It was his laſt wiſh for his dear people: he 
| breathed i it out, and gave up the ghoſt. —BÞut what 
is wiſdom? it conſiſts not in refined ſpeculations, 
accurate reſearches into nature; or an univerſal 
acquaintance with hiſtory. The divine lawgiver 
ſettles this important point in his next aſpiration : 
Oh that they underſtood this!“ that hey had right 
apprehenſions of their ſpiritual intereſts, and eter— 
nal concerns! that they had eyes to diicern, and in- 


elinations to purſue, the things. which belong to 
their peace But how ſhall they attain this valy- | 


able knowledge? I fend them not, adds the uluſ- 


trious teacher, to turn over all he volumes ot 


literature: they may much more ex ;peditiouſly ac- 


quire this ſcience of lite, by conſidering their latter 


End. This ſpark of. heaven! is often loſt, under the 


Glitter of pompous erudition; but ſhines clearly iu 
the gloomy manſions of the tomb. Drowned in the 
gentle Whiſper, amidſt the Noiſe of mortal affairs; 


but [peaks diſtinctly, in the retirements of ſerious 


contem plat! 1on.— 


+ Gen, Xxvili. 17. Deut. xxxil. 29. 


—— . 


— — 


contemplation. 


mortality, the moſt infiruQive leflons- 
then, calm attention, and compoſe my thoughts; 
come, thou celeſtial ſpirit, and enlighten my mind, 
that I may ſo peruſe theſe awful pages, as to “ be- 


« MEDITATIONS 


Behold! how providentially I 
am brought to the School of Wiſdom! “ thegrave 
is the moſt faithful + maſter ; and theſe inſtances of 


Come 


© come wiſe unto ſalvation.” 


Ex AMININS the records of mortality, L found 
the memorials of a $ promiſcuous multitude. They 
were huddled, at leaſt they reſted together, without 

any regard to rank or ſeniority. None were ambi- 


tious of the uppermoſt rooms, or chief feats, in 


the houſe of mourning. None entertained fond and 
eager expectations of being honourably greeted in 


their darkſome cells, The man of years and expe- 
rience, reputed as an oracle 1n his generation, was 


content to lie down at the feet of a babe. In 
this houſe appointed for all living, the Servant 
was equally accommodated, and lodged in the ue 
ſtory, with his Maſter. The poor ent lay a 
ſoftly, and ſlept as ſoundly, as the moſt A r 


Poſſeſſor. All the diſtinction that ſubſiſted, was, 


a graſſy hillock, bound with oſiers; or a ſepulchral 


ſtone ornamented with! imagery. 
Wu then, ſaid my working thoughts, oh! 


why {ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about Su- 


periority and Precedence, when the next remove, 
will requce us all to a ſtate of equal meannels? 


* The man how wiſe, who, ſick of gaudy ſcenes, 


Is led by choice to take his favourite walk 


Beneath death's gloomy, ſilent, cyprels thades, | 
Unpierc'd by yanity's fantaſtic ray! 

To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 
Viſit his vaults, and dwell among the 1 8 


Night I 3 
+ Wait the great teacher death. Pope. 


8 $ Miſta ſenum ac javenum denſantur funera. Hor. 
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Why ſhould we exalt ourſelves, or debaſe gab 
ſince we muſt all, one day, be upon a common 
level, and blended together in the ſame undiſtin- 
guiſhed duſt? Oh! that this conſideration might 
humble my own, and others pride; and fink our 
imaginations as low, as our babitations will ſhortly 


be! 


 Amone theſe confaſed relics of humanity, 


tote are without doubt, perſons of contrary inte- 
reſts, and contradicting ſentiments: but death, like 
ſome able days-man, has laid his hand on the con- 
_ tending parties, and brought all their diflerences to 


an * amicable concluſion. Here enemies, ſworn 
enemies, dwell together in unity. They drop 
every imbittered thought, and forget that they 
once were foes. Perhaps, their crumbling bones 
mix, as they moulder: and thoſe who, while they 
lived, ſtood aloof in irreconcileable variance; here 
fall into mutual Embraces, and even incorporate 
with each other in the grave Oh! that we 


might learn from theſe ſriendly aſhes, not to per pe- 


tuate the memory of injuries; not to foment the 
fever of reſentment; nor cheriſh the turbulence of 
paſſion: that there may be as little animoſity and 


diſagreement in the land of the living, as there is 
in the congregation of the dead But I ſuſpend 
for a while fuch general obſervations, and addrels 


myſelf to a more particular inquiry, EE 
YoxpER White ſtone, emblem of the innocence i 
it covers, informs the beholder of one, who breath- 


cd out its tender ſoul, almoſt in the inſtant of re- 
celving it. 


There, the peaceful infant, without 
ſo much as knowing what labour and vexation 


mean, flies ſtill and is quiet; it ſleeps and is at 


rell.“ | 


« Hic Motus Animorum, a tque hec an in tanta, 


| Pulrer is exigui Jactu compreſſa quieſcent.” 


Virg; 
+ Job il. 1 14, e 
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e xe... Staying only to waſh away its native im- 
purity in the [aver of regeneration, it bids a ſpeedy 
adieu to time, and terreſtrial things. — What did 
the little haſty ſojourner find, ſo forbidding and diſ- 
guſtful in our upper world, to occaſion its preci- 


Saviour, that when he had taſted the. vinegar min- 
gled wich gall, he would not drink f: and did our 
ue come ſtranger, begin to ſip the cup of life: but, 


refuſe the Draught? was this the cauſe, why the 
wary babe only open'd its eyes; Juſt looked on the 


regions of undiſturbed repoſe. 


happy they; who have paſſed the waves, and wea- 
thered all the ſtorms of a troubleſome and dange- 
rous world; who, © thro' many tribulations, have 


mered Comfort to the companions of their toil, 
and left an inſtructive Example to ſucceeding Pil- 
grims. | 


exerciſed! it was thy peculiar privilege, not to feel 
the flizhteſt of thoſe evils which oppreſs thy ſur- 


 fanth. The arrows of Calamity, barbed with an- 
guiſh, are often fixed deep in our choiceſt comforts. _ 
The N darts of Temptation, ſhot from the hand 


of 


+ Matth. xxvii. 

1 Happy the babe, who privileg'd by Fate 
Ta thorter labour, and a lighter weight, 
Receiv'd bat Veſterday the gift of breath, 
Order +io-morroiv to return to death. 


Prior's Sol. 


pitant exit? *tis written, indeed, of its ſuffering 


perceiving the Bitterneſs, turn away its head, and 
light; and then withdrew, into the more : Inviting 


O! fortunate voyager ; that was no fooner 
jaunched, than arrived at the Haven |!—But more 


* entered into the kingdom of heaven ;” and thereby 
brought Honour to their divine convoy, admint- 


O! happy probationer! accepted without being 


viving kindred; which frequently feich Groaus 
from the moſt manly fortitude, or moſt elevated 


—. 
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the ſword was drawn, or the conflict begun ?— 
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of hell, are always flying in ſhowers around 


our integrity. To thee, ſweet babe, both theſe dil 


treſſes and dangers were alike unknown. 


Coxns1DER this, ye mourning Pareuts, and dry 
up your tears. Why ſhould you lament, that 
your little-ones are crowned with victory, before 


perhaps, the ſupreme diſpoſer of events foreſaw, 


ſome inevitable Snare of Temptation forming, or 


ſome dreadful Storm of Adverſity impending. And 


why ſhould you be ſo diſſatisſied, with that kind 


Precaution ; which houſed your pleaſant plant, 


and removed into fhelter a tender flower, before 
tb thunders roared ; belore the lightnings flew ; 
before the tempeſt poured its rage? 


O remem- 
ber! they are not loſt, but“ taken away from the. 
_ tõö come. 
Ar the ſame time, let Survivors doomed to 48 


the Heat and Burden of the Day, reflec, for their 


encouragement, that it is more honourable to have 
entered the liſts, and to have fought the good light, 


| before they come off conquerors. They, Who 
have borne the Croſs, and le to afflicted 


providences, with a cheerful reſignation ; - have 


girded up the loins of their mind, and performed 


their matter's Will, with an honeſt and perſevering 


fidelity: —Theſe, hav! ing glorified their Redeemer 


on earth, will, probably, be as Stars of the firſt 
Magnitnde in heaven. They will ſhine with brighter 
eams, be repleniſhed with ſironger Joy 85 in the 


Loan! 8 everlaſting kingdom. 


HERE lies the grief ok a fond mother, and _ 
blaſted expeQation of an indulgent. father. —The 
Youth grew up, like a well-watered plant; he 
ſhot deep, roſe high, and bid fair for manhood : 
but juſt as the cedar began to tower; aud promiſed, 8 


* Iſa. Ivii. 1 
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ere dong, to be the pride of the wood, and prince 
among the neighbouring trees ; ;—behold ! the axe 
is laid unto the root; the fatal blow ſtruck; and 
all its branching honours tumbled to the duſt. — 
And did he fall alone? O! no: the bopes of his 
father that begat him, and the pleaſing proſpects 
of her that bare him, fell, and were cruſhed boge- 
ther with him. 
_ DouBTLEsS, it woo! have Seed « one's heart, 
to have beheld the tender parents, following the 17 
breathlels boy, to his long home: perhaps, drowu- 
= in tears, and all overwhelmed with ſorrows, 8 
ſtood, like weeping ſtatues, on this very ſpot. "7 

—Mechinks, I fee the deeply diſtreſſed mourners at- 


tending the fad ſolemntty ; how they wring their F 
Hands, "and pour floods from their eyes! Is it 1 
fancy! or do I really hear the paſſionate Mother 8 


in an agony of affliction, taking her final leave of 
the Darling of her ſoul? Dumb ſhe remained while 

the awful Obſequies were performing; dumb with 
grief, and Kkaning upon the partner of her woes. 
But now the inward anguiſh firuggles for vent; 
it grows too big to be repreſſed. She advances 10 
the brink of the grave. All her ſoul is in ber 
eyes. She faſtens one more look upon the dear 
doleful Object, before the pit ſhats its mouth 
upon him. And as ſhe looks, ſhe cries ;—in broken : 
accents, interrupted by aan Be a riſing ſob, ſhe cries, 
—* Farewel, my fon! my lon! my only beloved! 
„ would to Gop I had died for thee ! farewel, 

« my bild! and farewel, all my earthly happi- 
© netfs!——7] ſhall never more ſee good in the land 
de of: the living. ——Attempt not to comfort me— 
* I will go mourning all my days, till my grey 

© hairs come down with ſorrow to the grave.” 


From this affecting repreſentation, let parents TE 
he convinced, how highly it concerns them to cul 
irate the Morals, and ſecure the immortal intereſt 1 

3 N Mm 
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of their children —If. you really love the 8 
of your own bodies; if your bowels yearn over 
thoſe amiable pledges of conjugal endearment ; O0! 
ſpaye no pains; give all diligence, I intreat you, 
to © bring them up in the nurture and re 


of the Loxp.” Then, may you have joy 
their lite, or conſolation in their death. II . 


Span is prolong'd; their unblameable and uſe- 


ful conduct will be the ſtaff of your age, and a 


balm for declining nature. Or, if the number of 


their years be cut off in the midſt, you may com- 
mit their remains to the duſt, with much the ſame 


comfortable expectations, and with in finitely more 
exalted views, than you ſend the ſurvivors to 
Places of genteel Education. Jou may commit 
them to the duſt, with cheering hopes of receiv- 
ing them again to your arms, ine x prellibly! improv- 
ed in every noble and endearing accompliſhment. 


*Tis certainly a ſevere Trial; and much more 


afflictive, than I am able to imagine; to rehgn a 

lovely bloomiug Creature, ſprung from your oun 
Joins, to the gloomy Receſſes of Corruption : after 
having been long dandled upon your knees; unit- 
ed to your affections by a thouſand ties of tender- 
_ neſs; and now become, both “ the delight of your 


522 


** eyes,” and ſupport of your family: to have ſuch _ 
a one torn from your boſom, and thrown into dark- 


nels ; doubtlets, it muſt be like a Dagger m your 


hearts. But Ol how much more cutting to you, 

and confounding to the child, to have the ſoul ſe- 

parated {rom God: and tor ſhameful Ignorance, or 
early Impiety, conſigned over to a place of eternal 


torment! how would it aggravate your diftreſs, 


and add a diſtracting Emphafis to all your fighs, 
if you ſhould follow the pale corpſe with theſe 
bitter refletons!——*< This dear creature, though 
long ago capable of knowing good from evii, 
& 1g. gone out of the world, before it had learned | 

| WEED. 
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the great deſign of coming into it. A ſhort- 
lived, momentary exiſtence, it received from me; 


but no good inſtructions, no holy admonitions, 


** nothing to further 1ts well-being i iu that everlalt- 
ing ſtate, upon which it is now entered. The 
poor Body is conſigned to the coffin, and car- 
« ried out to conſume away, in the cold and fileut 
„grave. And what reaſon have I to ſuppoſe, 
that the precious Soul is in a better condition? 


„ May I not juſtly fear, that, ſentenced by the 


.* righteous Judge, it is going, or gone away, into 
the pains of endleſs punithment ?— -Perhaps, 
«© while I am bewailing its untimely Departure, 


it may be curſing, in outer darkneſs, that ever 
to be deplored, that moſt calamitous Day, when 


© it was born of ſach a careleſs, ungodly parent, 
«© as J have been.” EY 
Nori, I think, but the gnawings of that 


worm which never dies, can equal the anguiſh of 
theſe ſelf-condemning thoughts. The Tortures of 
a Rack muſt be an eaſy ſuffering, compared with 


-How 


| the Stings and Horror of ſuch a Remorſe.- 


earneſtly do I wiſh, that, as many as are intruſſed 
with the Management of Children, would take 
timely Care to prevent thele intolerable ſcourges 
of conſcience; by endeavouring to conduct their 
minds into an early Knowledge of Chriſt, and a 


cordial Love of his truth! 


Ox this hand is lodged one, whoſe ſe thre : 


ſtone tells a moſt pitiable tale indeed! Well may 
the little Images, reclined over the ſleeping aſhes, 
hang down their heads with that penſive Air! 


None can conſider ſo mournful a ſtory, without 
feeling ſome touches of ſympathizing concern.— 


His Age twenty-eight ; his death ſudden; himſelf 
cut down in the Prime of lite, amidſt all the vi- 
vacity and vigour of Manhood; while © his 
66 breaſts were full of milk, and his bones moiſ- 
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« tened with marrow. >_- Probabl: y, he entertain- 
ed no appreheuſions of the ev i hour: And in- 


deed, who could have ſuſpeted, that fo bright a 
Sun ſhould go down at Noon? To buman appear- 


ance, his hill ſtood ſtrong: length of days feem- 


ed written in his ſanguine counteuance: he ſo- 


laced himfelf wich the proſpect of a Ys long 


feries of earthly ſatistaions.— e ben, lo! an Ba 
expected ſtroke deſcends! defcends from that mighty : 
arm, which © overturncth the mountains * their 


<< ots; and 85 s the imaginary hero, before. 
« the Moth; “ s quickly, and more ealily, „ than 


our fingers ſqueeze ſuch a ceble Waere inſect to 
death. 


Prknars, the nuptial Joys were all he thought 


on Were not ſuch the breathings of bis enamour- 
ed foul? “ Yet a very little w bile and I ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs the utmoſt of my wiſhes: I ſhall call my 


| + ES 
ah charmer mine; and, in her, enjoy whatever my 


heart can crave.” In the midſt of ſuch in 


a views, had fore faithful friend but ſoft] 


reminded him of an opening grave, and theend of 


all things: how unſeaſonable, would be have reck- 


oned the admonition; and how imperiinent, the 


Pen that adminiſtered it! Yet, though 111 warks 5 


with 


* Tob iv. 19. wy Y- Ad inſtar, ad modum, finez re- 
ta in this | interpretation, both as it is moſt l to my pur- 


pole, and as it is patronized by ſome eminent commentators: 


cpectally the celebrated Schultens. Though cannot but give _ 
the preterenu2 to the opinion of a judicious friend, who 
would render the paſſage more literally, © Pefore the Face of 


a Moth:” making it to repreſent a creature ſo exceedingly 
frail, that even a moth, flying againſt it, may daſh it to 


pieces — Which, beſides its cloſer correſ} pondence with the e- 
act i import of he Hebrew, preſents us iv Th a much finer i image 


of the moſt extreme imbeciliry. For it certainly implies a far 
greater degree of weakneſs, to be cruſhed by the feeble flutter 

of a ſeeble creature, than only to be cruſhed as eaſily as that 
creature, by the hand of man.— The French verſion is rerx 


>preſſive and beautiful; a la Rencontre d'un Vermiſſeau. 
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with life, and rich In viſionary bliſs, he was even 
then tottering upon the briuk of both. O! dread- 
tu! vicifhitude! to have the bridal * Feſtivity turn- 
cd into the funeral Solemnity. O! Ee mis- 


jortune! to be ſhipwrecked even in the haven! and 
periſh in fight of happineſs — What a memorable 


proof is here of the Frailty of Man, in his beſt 


Eſtate! Look, O! look on this monument, ye Gay 
and Careleſs! attend to this date; and boaſt no 


more of to-morrow. 


Wuo can tell, but the Br ide-maids, girded wich 


gladneſs, had prepared the marriage-bed?. had 


decked it with the richeſt covers, and dreſſed it in 
Ooh! truſt not in 


pillows of down? When 
youth, or ſtrength, or in auy thing mortal; for 


there is nothiug certain, nothing to be depended on, 
beneath the unchangeable Gop—death, relentleſs 
death, is making bim another kind of bed in the 


duſt of the earth. Unto this he muſt be conveyed, 


not with a ſplendid proceſſion of joyous attendams; | 
but ſtretched in the gloomy Hearie, and followed 


by a train of mourners. On this he muſt take up 


a lonely lodging, nor ever be releaſed, till the 
| In vain does the con- 
ſenting Fair- one put on hes ornaments, and expect 


© heavens are no more.” 


her ſpouſe. Did ſhe not, like Siſera's mother, look 
out of the lattice: chide the delays of her beloved; 
and wonder «© why his chariot was ſo long in 
_ coming? little thinking, that the intended 

Bridegroom 


* A Aifireſs of this kind is painted i in very affecting colours 


by Pliny in an Epiſtle to Marcellinus: “O triſte plane acerbum- 


que Funus! O Morte ipſa Mortis Tempus indignius! jam 
deſtinata erat egregio Juveni; jam electus Nuptiarum Dies ; 


jam nos advocati. Quod Gaudium quo Mœrore mutatum eſt! 


Non poſſum ex primere Verbis, quantum Animo Vulnus acce- 


perim, quum audivi Fundanum iplum (ut multa luctuoſa 


Dolor inveni:) præcipientem, quod in Veites, Margaritas, 
Geramas, fuerat erogaturus, hoc in Thura, & Unguema, & 
Odores, impenderetür.“ Plin. Lib. v. Epiſt. 26. 
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Bridegroom had for ever done with tranſitory 
thiugs! That now everlaſting cares employ his 
mind, without one fingle remembrance of his lovely 
Lucinda Go, diſappointed virgin! Go, mourn 


the Uncertaiuty of all created bliſs! Teach thy 


' ſoul to aſpire after a ſure and immutable Felicity! 


For the once gay and gallant Fidelio fleeps in other 
embraces; even in the icy arms of death! forgetful, 


eternally forgetful, of the world—and Thee. 


HiruzRTO, one is tempted to exclaim againſt 
the King of Terrors, and call him capriciouſly cru- 


el. He ſeems, by beginuing at the wrong end of 
the regiſter, to have inverted the laws of nature. 
Paſſing over the couch of dectepid age, he has nip- 


ped Infancy in its Bud; blaſted Youth in its 


Bloom; and torn up Manhood. in its full Maturity. 


Terrible indeed are thoſe Providences, yet not 
unſcarchable the counſels: | 


Fc or us they ficken, and for us s they die *. 


Sven ſtrokes, muſt not only grieve the Relatives, 


but ſurpriſe the whole Neighbourhood. They found 


a powerful alarm to heedleſs dreaming mortals, 


and are intended as a Remedy for our Carnal Se. 


curity. Such paſſing-bells inculeate loudly our 
Loxp's admonition; © Take ye heed, watch, and 
pray; for ye know not, when the time is.”— 
We nod, like intoxicated creatures, upon the very 


Verge of a tremendous Precipice. Theſe aſtoniſh- 


ing dif penſations are the kind meſſengers of heaven, 


to rouſe us from our Supineneſs, and quicken us 


into timely circumſpection. I need not, ſurely, ac- 


" commodate them with Language, nor act as their 


Interpreter. Let every one's conſcience be awake, 
and this will appear their awful meaning CF! 
0 : 4 ve 


* Night Thoughts. 
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with liſe, and rich in viſionary bliſs, he was even 
then tottering upon the briuk of both. O! dread- 
ful viciſſitude! to have the bridal * Feſtivity turn- 


cd into the funcral Solemnity. O! deplorable mis- 
fortune! to be ſhipwrecked even in the haven! and 


periſh in ſight of happineſs — What a memorable 
proof is here of the Frailty of Man, in his beſt 
Eſtate! Look, O! look on this monument, ye Gay 


and Careleſs! attend to this date; ; and boaſt no 


more of to-morrow. 


Wuo can tell, but the Bride maids, girded with 
gladneſs, had prepared the marriage-bed?. had 
decked it with the richeſt covers, and dreſſed it in 
pillows of down? When oh! truſt not in 
Vouth, or ſtrength, or in any thing mortal; for 


there 1s nothing certain, nothing to be depended on, 


beneath the unchangeable Gop— death, relentleſs 
death, is making him another kind of bed in the 
duſt of the earth. Unto this he muſt be conveyed, 


not with a ſplendid proceſſion of joyous attendants; 


but ſtretched in the gloomy Hearie, and followed 


by a train of mourners. Gn this he muſt take up 


a lonely lodging, nor ever be releaſed, ti] the 
In vain does the con- 


c heavens are no more.” 
ſenting Fair-one put on her ornaments, and expect 
ber ſpouſe. Did ſhe not, like Siſera's mother, look 
out of the lattice: chide the delays of her beloved ; 
and wonder © why his chariot was ſo long in 
i comng?”- little thinking, that the intended 

Bridegroom 


A diſtreſs of this N is . in very affecting colours 


by Pliny in an Epiſtle to Marcellinus : „O triſte plane acerbum- 


que Funus! O Morte ipſa Mortis Tempus indignius! fam 


deſtinata erat egregio Juveni; jam electus Nuptiaram Dies ; 


jam nos advocati. Quod Gaudium quo Mœrore mutatum eſt! 


Non poſſum exprimere Verbis, quantum Anuno Vulnyg acce- 
perim, quum audivi Fundanum ipfum (ut multa luctuoſa 
Dolor invenit) præcipientem, quod in Veſtes, Margaritas, 


Zemmas, fuerat erogaurus, hoc in Thura, & Unguenta, & 


Odores, impendererur.” | Plin. Lib. v. Epiſt. 26. 
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pray; for ye know not, when the time is.“ 
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Bridegroom had for ever done with ter 
things! That now everlaſting cares employ his 
mind, without one ſingle unten of his lovely 
Lucinda Go, diſappointed virgin! Go, mourn 
the Uncertaiuty of all created bliſs! Teach uy 
ſoul to aſpire after a ſure and immutable Felicity! 
For the once gay and gallant Fidelio ſleeps in other 
embraces; even in the icy arms of death! forgetful, 
_ eternally forgetful, of the world—and The. 


HiTHERTO, one is tempted to exclaim againſt _ 


the King of Terrors, and call him capriciouſly cru- 
el. He ſeems, by beginning at the wrong end of 
the regiſter, to have 1nverted the laws of nature. 

Paſling over the couch of decrepid age, he has nip- 

ped Infancy in its Bud; blaſted Youth in its 
Bloom; and torn up Manhood in its full Maturity. 
Terrible indeed are thoſe Providences, yer not 
unſearchable the counſels: i 


For us they ficken, and for v us they die *. 


: Sven lixokes, muſt not on] y grieve the Relatives, 
but ſurpriſe the whole Neighbourhood: They ſound. 
a powerful alarm to heedleſs dreaming mortals, 
and are intended as a Remedy for our Carnal Se- 
curity. Such paſſing- bells Julia loudly our 
Loxp's admonition; © Take ye heed, watch, and 


We nod, like intoxicated creatures, upon the ve 
Verge of a tremendous Precipice. Theſe aſtoniſh- 
ing dif penſations are the kind meſſengers of heaven, 
to rouſe us from our Supineneſs, and quicken us 
into timely circumſpection. I need not, ſurely, ac- 


XZ commodate them with Language, nor act as their 


Interpreter, Let every ones conſcience be awake, 
and this will appear their awful meaning O 
* e 


* Night Thoughts. 1 


 MEDITATtONS. 


« ye ſons of men, in the wid of life you are in 


& death. No ſtate, no circumſtances, can aſcer- 


tain your preſervation a ſingle moment. So 


« ſtrong is the tyrant's arm, that nothing can re- 
« fiſt its force; fo unerring his aim, that nothing 


can elude the blow: ſudden as ligatning, ſome- 
« times, is his arrow launched; and wounds, and 
« kills, in the twinkling of an eye. Never pro- 
* mile yourſelves fafety in any expedient, but con- 
* ſtant preparation. The fatal ſhafts fly ſo pro- 
% miſcuouſly, that none cal guels the next victim. 
*© "Therefore, be ye always ready; for in ſuch an 
hour as ye think not, the final ſummons cometh.” 


Be ye always ready: for in ſuch an hour as ye 


think not.- 


Important admonition! Methiuks, it 


reverberates from ſepulchre to ſepulchre; and ad- 
dreſſes me, with line upon line, precept upon pre- 
The reiterated warning, I acknowledge, 


cept.— 
is too needfut: may C0- operating gr ace render it 


efectual ! The momentous truth, though worthy 


to beengraved, on the tables of a molt tenacious 
memory; is fightly iketched on the trauſient flow 
of pailion. We fee our neighbours fall; we turn 
pale at the ſhock; and feel a trembling dread. No 
ſooner are they removed from our fight; but, 
driven in the whirl of buſineſs, or lulled in the lan- 
guors of pleaſure, we forget the providence, and 


_ neglect its errand. The impreſſion made on our 


unſtable minds, is like the trace of an arrow, 
!brough the penetrated air; or the path of a keel, 
in the furrowed wave——Strange ſtupidity! To 


cure it, another Monitor del peaks me, from a neigh- 


bouring fone. It contains the narrative of a poor 
mortal, ſnatched from his friends, and hurried to 
the awful bar; without leiſure, either to take a laſt 
Varewel of the one, or to put up fo much as a 


_ bingie Prayer preparatory | for the other: killed, ac- 


cording £ 
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diſſi pate the fears of godly 


more than 
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cording to the uſual expreſſion, by a ſudden firoke 


of Caſualty. 
Was it then a random blow? Doubtleſs, the ſtroke 


came from au aiming, though 1 inviſible Hand. Gop 


preſideth over the armies of heaven; Gop ruleth a- 


mong the inhabitants of the earth; and Gop con- 


ducteth, what men call Chance. Nothing, nothing 


comes to pals through a blind and undiſcerning fa- 
tality. 
ing to the exact foreknowledge, and in conſequence 


It accidents happen; they happen accord- 


of the determinate counſels, of Almighty wiſdom. 
The Loxp, with whom are the iſſues of death, ſign- 
ed the Warraut, and gave the high Commiſſion: the 


ſeemingly fortuitous Diſaſter was only the Miniſter, 
 appolutcd to execute the ſupreme decree. 
the impious monarch was mortally wounded, it 


W hen 


ſeemed to be a caſual ſhot, © A certain man drew 


a bow at a venture Rn At a venture, as he thought: 
but his hand was ſtrengthened, by an on: ni potent aid; 


and the ſhaft levelled, by an unerring eye. So that, 
what we term Caſualty, 18 baggy © Providence; ac- 
compliſhing deliberate deſigns, but concealing its 


oun interpoſition.—How comforting this reflection! 


How admirably adapted, to ſooth the throbbing an- 
guiſh of the mourners, and compoſe their ſpirits in- 
quiet ſubmiſſion! How excellently ſaited, o 
ſurvivors, and create a 
calm Intrepidity even amidſt innumerable perils! 
O! how thin is the Partition, between this 
world and another! How {ſhort the- Tranfition, 
from time to eternity! The partition, nothing 
the breath in our noſtrils; and the 
tranſition may be made, in the twinkling of an 
eye. Poor Chremylus, I remember, aroſe from 
the diverſion of a card-table, and dropt into the 
dwellings of darknefs.—One night, Corinna was 
all Zaiety in in her ire all finery in her pee, 
C2 3 


* 1 Kings xxli. 34. 
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at a magnificent ball: the next night, ſhe lay 
pale and ſtiff, an extended corpſe, and ready to be 
_ mingled with the mouldering dead Young At- 
ticus lived to fee his ample and commodious ſeat 
compleated; but not to ſpend one joyous hour un- 
der the ſtately roof. The ſaſhes were hung, to ad- 
mit the day; but the maſter's eyes are cloſed in death. 
The chambers were furniſhed, to invite repoſe; but 


their lord reſt in the lower parts of the earth. 'The | 


gardens were plauted, and a thouſand elegant de- 


corations deſigned ; but their intended poſſeſſor, is 
gone dow to de the place of fkulls;” Gone down to 
the valley of the Shadow of Death. 


WurLx Iam recollecting, many, I queſt ion not, 


are experiencing, the ſame tragical viciſſitude. The 


eyes of that ſublime being, —who fits upon the 


circle of the earth, and views all its inhabitants 
_ with one comprehenſive glance, — even now behold 


many tents in affliction: Such affliction, as over- 


whelmed the Egyptians in that fatal night, when 
the deſtroying angel ſheathed his arrows in all the 


pride of their ſtrength.—Some, finking to the 
floor from their eaſy chair; and deaf even to the 


molt piercing ſhrieks of their diſtracted relations. 
—Some, giving up the ghoſt, as they are re- 
| lined: all alone, under the ſhady arbour, to taſte 


the ſweets of the flowery ſcene—— Some, as they 


Jail, aſſociated with a Party of Pleaſure, along the 
ſilver ſtream, while wine and muſic flow around. 
Some intercepted, as they are returning home; 


and ſome interrupted, as they enter upon an impor- 


tant negociation. Some arreſted, with the Gain of 
Inzuſtice in their hands; and ſome ſurpriſed, in the 


immediate act of Lewdneſs, or of Cruelty. 
LIGIONs, legions of diſaſters, ſuch as no Pru- 


dence can forelee, no Care prevent, lie in wait to 


accompliſh our doom. A ſtarting Horſe may 
throw his rider; and at once daſh his body againſt 
the ſtones, and fling his ſoul 1 into! he inv 1fible world. 


A Stack 


ater 
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wo Smack of Chimneys may tumble into the ſtreet, 


and crufh the unwary pallenger under the ruins; 


or, even a Tile, dropping from the roof, may be 


as fatal as the fall of the whole ſtructure.— So frail, 


fo very attenuated is the Thread of life, that it 
not only burſts before the Storm, but breaks even 
at a Breeze. The moſt common occurrences, thoſe. 
from which we expect not the leaſt harm, may 


prove the weapons of our deſtruction. A grape- 


ſtone, a deſpicable fly, may be more mortal than 
Goliah, with all his formidable armour.-—Nay, if 
Gop give command, our very Comforts become 
killing. The air we breathe, 1s our bane; and 
the food we eat, the vehicle of death.—That laſt 
enemy has unnumbered avenues for his approach. 


Yea; hes entrenched i in our very boſom, and holds 


his fortreſs even in the feat of our life. The crim- 
ſon fluid, which diſtributes Health, is 1mpregnat- 
ed with the Seeds of Death *®, Some unſcen im- 
pediment may obſtruct its paſſage, or ſome un- 

| known violence may divert its courſe; in either 
of which caſes, it acts the part of a Poiſonous 
draught, or a deadly ſtab. The body is a delicate- 
ly fine machine; couſiſting of ten thouſand parts, 
playing ten thouſand motions ; and a very ſmall 
Pin taken out, may diſconcert the whole frame; 


a ſingle wheel clogged, may put a op to all che 


vital movements. 
Sc then we are ſo liable to be diſpoſſeſſocd * 
our earthly tabernacle, let us look upon ourſelves 
only as Tenants at Will; and hold ourſelves in 
per petual readineſs, to depart at a moment's warn 
ing. Without ſuch an habitual holineſs, we are 
like wretches, that ſleep on the top of a maſt, 

while a horrid gulph yawns, or furious wa ves 


rage 
* As Man, perhaps, the moment of his Breath, a 
Receives the lurking Principle of Death. 
The young diſeaſe, that muſt ſubdue at length, 
Grows with his growth, and ſtrengthens with his 
ſtrength. Pope's Ethics. 


ther and a Corpſe.— 
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rage below. And where can be the peace, what 


the ſatisfaction, of ſuch a ftate ?- Whereas, a 


Prepared condition will inſpire a cheerfulnels of 


temper, not to be ruffled by every low vexation ; 


and create a firmneſs of mind, not to be over- 
thrown by the moſt threatning dangers. When the 
City is fortified with walls, furniſhed with pro- 


viſions, guarded by able and reſolute: troops; 


what have the inhabitauts to fear? what may they 
not enjoy? So, juſt ſo, or rather by a much ſurer 
band, are connected the real taſte of like, and che 
conſtant thought of death. 

I sal b, Our very Comlorts may 1 killing. = 
—And ſee the truth inſeribed by the baud, lealed 
with the ſigned, of fate. The marble, w hich Traces 
vonder pillar, informs me, that, near it, are de- 
poſited the remains of my valuable friend Sophro- 
nia; who died in Child-bed.—How often does this 
calamity ls ge The branch ſhoots; but the 
item withers. The babe ſprings to light; but ſhe 
that bare him, breathes her laſt. She gives life, 
but (O pitiable confideration !) gives it at the ex- 


pence of her own ; and becomes, at once, a Mo- 
-Or elſe, perhaps, ſhe ex- 
pires in ſevere paugs, and is herſelf a tomb for her 


infant; while the melancholy complaint of a mo- 
narch's woe, is the epitaph for them both: The 
Children are come to the Birth, and there is not 


-Leſs to be lamented, 


Strength to bring forth“. 


in my opinion, this misfortune than the other. | 
Better, for the tender ſtranger, to be ſtopped in 
the porch; than to enter, only to converſe with 


affliction. Better, to find a grave in the womb ; 


than to be expoled on a hazardous world, without 


the guardian of its infantile years, without the 
faithful guide of its ä | 


| Ty 18 | 


* Ia, xxxvil, 3. 
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Tyrs monument is diffioguihed by its finer 
materials, and more delicate appendages. It ſeems 
to have taken its model from an affluent hand; di- 
rected by a generous heart; that thought it could 
never do enough tor the deceaſed. lt ſeems allo, 
to exhibit an emblematical Picture of Sophronia's | 


perſon and accomplithments. Ts her beauty, or 


more than beauty, her white-robed innocence, re- 
preſented by the ſnowy Colour? the Surface, ſmooth- 
ly poliſhed, like her amiable temper, and engaging 
manners: the Whole elegantly adorned, without 
either extravagant pomp, or ſordid negligence ; 
like her undiſſembled goodueſs, remote from the 
leaſt oſtentation, yet in all points exemplary.—But. 


ah! how vain, were all theſe endearing charms! 
how vain, the luſtre of thy ſprightly eyes! 


how vain, the bloom of thy bridal youth ! how 
vain, the honours of thy ſuperior birth! how un- 


able to ſecure the wvely poſſeſlor, from the ſavage - 


Violence of death How ineffectual, the univer- 
ſal eſteem of thy acquaintance; the fondnels of thy 
tranſported huſband; or even the ſpotleſs integrity 
of thy character, to prolong thy ſpan, or procure 
thee a ſhort reprieve !—The concurrence of ail theſe 


circumſtances, reminds me of thoſe beautitul and 
tender lines, 


How lov'd, how Wale once, avails hes x not ; 

To whom related, or by w hom begot. 

A heap of duſt alone remains of I hee : 

Tis all THOU art aud all the PROUD 
fall be!“ . 1 5 Pope's Miſcell. 


YET, 


» Theſe verſes are inſcribed on a ſinall, but very elegant 
monument, lately erected in the great church at Northamp- 
ton; -which: in the Hieroglyphical decorations, correſponds 


with the deſcription introduced on this ſubjet ; and particu- 


larly, that it is dedivated to the memory of an amiable Wo- 
man, Mrs. ANNE STONHOUSE; the excellent wife 
of my worthy friend Dr. STONHOUSE: who has had 


the 
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Vr, though unable to divert the ſtroke, chriſlia- 


nity } 1s eres to e out the ſting, of death. 
1 


| the diſtreſs to ſee all the efforts of that healing art, to which 


1, and fo many others, have been greatly indebred, failing 


in their attempts to preterys. a life much dearer 1 to him than 


his own 


N ec proſunt Domino, quæ proſunt omnibus, Artes. 


No longer his all- healing art avails, 
But ey'ry remedy its maſter fails. 


He has, however, ſought ſome conſolation, in the midſt of 


this tender anguiſh ; by teaching the ſepulchral Marble to 


ſpeak, at once, his efteem for her memory; and his vene- 


ration for that Religion, which ſhe ſo eminently adorned; 


by ſumming up her character, in that conciſe, but compre- 


. henſive ſentence, A SINCERE CHRISTIAN. Con- 


ciſe enough, to be the motto far a mourning ring; yet as 


oomprehenſive, as the moſt inlarged ſphere of perſona], focial, 
and religious worth. For, whatſoever things are pure; what- 


ſoever things are lovely; whatſoever things are of good report; 


are they nor all included 1 in that grand and noble aggregate, 
A ſincexe Chriſtian? _ 
The firſt lines, conſidered in P OY a connedtion, are won- 


derfully Fine and Faberde 


How 10 0d. kan! valu'd once, avails rhee not; 


'To Whom related, or by Whom begot. 


They found; at leaſt in my ears, like the voice of ſor⸗ 
row, mingled with admiration. The ſpeaker ſeems to have 
been loſt, for a while, in melancholy contemplatian; ſud- 
denly breaks out into this abrupt encomium, then melts into 


tears, and can proceed no farther. Vet, in this caſe, how 
| eloquent i is filence ! while it hints the univerſal eſteem, which 


attended, the ſuperiority of birth, which diſtinguiſhed the 


deceaſed; it expreſſes, beyond all the pomp of words, the 
yearning affection, and heart-felt diſtreſs, of the Huſband. 
Amidſt a group of monumental marbles, which are la- 
viſh of their panegyric; this, I think, reſembles that incom- 
parable addreſs of the painter; who, having placed round 
a beautiful expiring virgin, her friends in all the agonies of 


grief; repreſented the unequalled anguiſh of the Father, with 


far greater livelineſs and ſtrength, or rather with an inexpreſ⸗ 
fible emphaſis, by drawing a yeil over his face. 5 
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Is not this the ſilent language of thoſe | hail that 
burn ; that Heart, which flames ; thoſe palms, that 
flouriſh ; that crown, which glitters in the wel! 
imitated and gilded marble? Do they not, to the 
diſcerning wid deſcribe the vigilance of ber faith ; 

the 


It: the lat lines, are a wide departure from the beaten 
track of our modern epitaphs, and the very reverſe of their 
high-flown compliments, 


A heap of. duſt e remains of Thee! | 
| Tis all THOU art! and all the PROUD ſhall be! 


they are not without their TIE WY and that of he moft 
conſummate kind. Since they breathe the very ſpirit of that 
| ſacred elegy, in which all the heart of the hero and the friend, 
ſeems to be diſſolyved; How are the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war periſhed! 2 Sam. 1. 27.— They remind the 
reader, of that awful leſſon, which was originally dictated 
by the ſupreme wiſdom , Duſt thou arr, and unto duſt thou 
ſhalt return, Gen. tii. 19. They incule ate, with all the 
ſorce of the mot convincing evidence, that ſolemn admoniti- 
on, delivered by the prophet; ““ Ceaſe ye from man, whole 
breath is in his noſtrils; for w. herein i is he to be accoumed 
of?” Iſai. ii. 22. 

That. no [Fe however inattentive, might miſtake the 


ſenſe and Selen of bir Part of the fourth line, 


'Tis A L L Thon art !- 


it is guarded 4055 and beneath Abe, is an expanded 5 
book, thar ſeems to be waved, with an air of triumph, over 
the emblem of death; which we cannot but ſuppoſe to be 
the volume of inſpiration, as it exhibits a kind of abridg- 
ment of itz whole contents, in thoſe animated words, BY 
YE NOT SLOTHF UL, BUT FOLLOWE RS OP 
THEM, WHO THRO' FAITH AND PATIENCE 
INHERIT THE PROMISES, Heb. vi. 12.—Peneath, 
that every part might be pregnant with inftraciion, are thoſs 
ſtriking reflections ; worthy the deep conſideration of the 
higheſt proficient in knowledge and piety, yet obvious to the 
underſtanding of the moſt untaught reader; LIFE, HOW 
SHORT! ETERNITY, HOW L ONG! May 
my ſoul leara the forcible purport of this ſhort leſſon, in her 
_ Contracted Span of time! and all eternity w al not be too long, 
to rejoice in having learned it. 


» 
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the fervency of her devotion ; her v ictory over the 


world; and the celeſtial diadem, which the Lok p, 


the righteous judge, ſhall give her at that day“? 


How happy the huſband, in ſuch a ſharer of his 


bed, and partner of his fortunes ! Their inclinati- 


ons were nicely tuned uniſons, and all their con- 
verſation was harmony. How filken the yoke to 
fuch a pair, and what bleſſiugs were twiſted with 
inch bands? Every joy was heightened, and every 


care alleviated. Nothing ſeemed wanting to con- 
fummate their bliſs, but a hopeful progeny, rifing 

around them.— That they might ſee themſelves 
multiplied in their little ones; ſee their mingled 
graces, transfuſed into their ofspring ; and fee] the 
glow of their affection augmented, by being reflect- 


ed from their children. Grant us this gift, faid 


their united prayers, and our fatisfactions are 
** crowned; we requeſt no more,” 


Aras! how blind are mortals to future events 


How unable to difcern, what is really 788 Give 


me children, ſaid Rachel, or elſe I die f. An ardor 


of impatience, altogether anbecoming: and as mil. 


taken, as.unbecoming. She dies, not by the dif- 


appointment, but by the accompliſhment, of ber 


deſire. If children are, to parents, like a flowery 


chaplet, whoſe beauties bloſſom with ornament, 
and whole odours breathe delight; death, or ſome 


fell misfortune, may find means to entwine them- 
ſelves with the lovely wreath. Whenever our 


fouls are poured out, with pailonate | importunity, 
alter any inferior acquiſition it may be truly ſaid, 
in the words of our divine maſter, Ye know not 


what ye aſk.—Does providence with-hold the thing 
that We long ſor? It denies in mercy; and only 


With- 
* 2 Tim. iy, 8. | 
+ Neſcia mens hominum fati, Gortiſque future | f 
Furno tempus erit, magno cum optaverit emptum. 
Intactum Palanta; Ge cum ſpolia iſta diemque 
Oderit. | Virg. 


7. Gen. XX; . 
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with- holds the occaſion of our miſery, if not the 


; ang} one: of our ruin. With a fickly appetite, 


we often loathe whar is wholeſome, and linger alter 


our bane. Where imagination dreams of unmin 


gled ſweets; there, experience n 7 nds the 
Pitteruels of woe. 

THERKFORE, may we covet immoder ately, mei- 
ther this, nor that form of earthly felicity; but re— 
| fer the whole of our condition, to the choice of 


unerring wiſdom. May we learn to 1cuounce our 
own Will; and be ready to make a ſacriuce 0 our 


warmeſt w hes, whenever they run COunter to the 
good pleaſure of Gon. For, indeed, as to obey his 
laws, is to be pericctly ſree; fo, to reſign OUuIel cs 
to his diſpoſal, is to eſtabliſn our un Happiness, 
aud to be! cure, {rom fear of evil. 


HRE, a ſmall and plain Gone is. placed u pon the 
ground. Purchaſed, one would 1 imagine, from the 


little fund” and formed by the hand, of irugality 
itſelf. Nothing coſtly: not one cQcecoration added: 

only a very ſhort inſcription; ard that fo efaced, 
as to be ſcarcely intelligible, -Was the depolitary 
unfaithful to its truſt? Or were the letters worn, 
by the frequent reſort of the ſurviving family ; to 


605 rn over the grave, and revive the reine mi- 
brauce, of a moſt valuable and beloved relative? 
—F 01 L perceive, upon a cloſer inſpection, that it 


covers the remains of a father. A religious Father; 


ſuatched from his growing offspring, before they 


were ſettled in the world, or ſo much as their 
principles fixed by a thorough education. 
ulis, ſure, is the moſt complicated woe, that 


| has hitherto come under our confideration.- The. 
Solemnities of ſuch a dying Chamber, are ſome 


of the moſt melting and melancholy ſcenes ima- 
ginable — There lies the affectionate huſband; the 
indulgent parent; the faithful friend; and the gene- 
rous maſter. He hes in the laſt extrennties, and 
on the very point of ditolution. Art has done its 


411. 
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all. The raging diſeaſe mocks the power of me- 
dicine. It haſtens, with reſiſtleſs jmpetuoſity, to 
execute its dreadful errand; to rend aſunder the ſil- 
ver cord of life, and the more delicate tye of mu- 
tual love. ) ili „ 
A ſervant or two, from a revering diſtance, caſt 
many a wiſhful look, and condole their honoured 
maſter in the language of ſighs. The condeſcend- 
ing mildneſs, with which He was wont to give, 
and tbe dutiful alacrity, with which They always 
received, his eafy commands; now imbitter their 
grief, and make it trickle plentifully down their 
honeſt cheeks, His Friends, who have fo often 
gladdened his mind with their enlivening converſe, 
are miſerable comforters. A ſympathizing and 
mourning pity, is all the relief, they are able to 
contribute: unleſs it be augmented by their filent 
prayers for the divine ſuccour, and a word of con- 
ſolation ſuggeſted from the ſeripture *. Thoſe poor 


innocents, the children, crowd around the bed; 


drowned in tears, and almoſt frantic with grief, 
they fob out their little ſouls, and paſhonately cry; 
Will he leave us? leave us, in a helpleſs conditi- 
* on! leave us to an injurious world!“ - Theſe ſe- 
perate ſtreams are all united in the diſtreſſed ſpouſe, 
and overwhelm her breaſt with a tide of ſorrows, 
In her, the lover weeps; the wife mourns; aud all 
the mother yearns. To her, the loſs is beyond mea- 
ſure aggravated, by months and years of delightful 
ſociety, and exalted friendſhip. Where, alas! can 
me find ſuch cordial affection, or repoſe ſuch unre. 
RE ee a 8 ſerved 


* Texts of ſcripture, proper for fuch an occaſion ; con- 
_ taining promiſes———of ſupport under affliction, Lam. iii. 32. 
_ Heb. x11. 6. 2 Cor. iv. 179.—— df pardon, Ifai. liti. 5. Ifai. i. 18. 
1 John ii. 1, 2. Acts x. 43.—0of juſtification, Rom. v. 9. Rom. 
vili. 33, 34. 2 Cor. v. 21.—of victory over death. Pſalm xxili. 
4. Plalin, Ixxlii. 26. Ha xiii. 14. 1 Cor. xv. 56, 57 —of a hap- 
py Refyrrection. John 1. 40. 2 Cor. v. 1. Rev. vii. 16, 17. 
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ſerved confidence} Where find ſo diſcreet a coun- 
ſellor; ſo improving an example; and a guardian, 
ſo ſedulouſly attentive, to the intereſts of herlelt, and 
her children? See! how ſhe hangs over the lavguiſh- 
ing bed; moſt tenderly folicitous to ſooth the bitter 
agonies of her dearer felt; and, if it were poſhble, 


lengthen out a life, on which her own comfort, and 


the ſupport of her little ones, principally depend. 
Behold her hands, trembling under diretul appre- 


bhenſions, yet wiping the cold deus from the livid 


cheeks! ſometimes, ſtaying the ſinkiug head on her 
gentle arms, or reſting it on her compaſſionate bo- 
ſom. See! how ſhe gazes, with a ſpeechleſs ardor, 
on the pale countenance, and meagre features. 


VMWbhile all her ſoft paſſions beat unutterable fondneſs, 


and her whole ſoul is wounded with exquiſite anguiſh. 
Iux Sufferer, all patient and adoring, yields to 
5 the divine will; and, by ſubmiſſion, becomes ſupe- 
rior to his affliction. Ile is ſenſibly touched with 


thbe diſconſolate ſtate of his attendants; and pierced 


with an anxious concern, for the wife, who will 
| ſoon be a deſtitute Widow; for the children, Who 
will ſoon be fat herleſs Orphans. Let, though caſt 
„ down, not in deſpair.” He is greatly refreſhed, by 
his truſt in the everlaſting covenant, of his hope 
of approaching glory. Religion gives a dignity | 


even to diftreſs. At each interval of eaſe, he com- 


forts his very comforters; ; and ſutfers with all the 
majeſty of woc. 
Tux Soul, juſt going to abandon the tottering 
clay, collects all her force, and exerts her laſt ef- 
forts. The good man raiſes himſelf on his pillow; ; 
extends a kind hand to his ſervants, which 1s bath- l 
ed in tears; takes an affecting ſarewel of his friends; 
claſps his wife | in a feeble embrace; kifles the dear 
| Pledges of their mutual love; and then pours all 
that remains of life, and of ſtrength, into the 
following words; — cc Ide; 25 dear Children: but 


on God, 
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FE Gon; the everlaſting Gov, will be with you. 


Though you lole an carthly parent; you have 


en father in heaven, who lives for evermore,— 


« Nothiug, nothing bat 21: unbelicving heart, and 
. religious lie, cau ever ſeparate you, from the 
regards of his Prov idence— from the endearments 


15 ot his love.” 
En could go no farther. His heart was full; 


but utterance failed. — After a fhort pauſe, prompt- 


ed by affectionate zeal, with difficulty, great dliſi— 


_culty, he added ;—* You, the dear Parther of my 


« ſoul, you are now the oniy Protector of, our or— 


« phans.—] leave you under a weig ht of cares. 
„ gBut Gop, who defendeth the cauſe of the wi- 
«© dow—Gop, whoſe promile is faithfulneſs and 


« truth—Gop hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, 


„nor forſake thee *®.—This revives my drooping 
© ſpints—Let this ſupport the wite of my boſom— 


„And now, O Father of compaſſions, iuto th 


* hands I commend my ſpirit—encouraged by thy 
8 promiſed goodnels, ] leave my fatherleſs“ 
Hukk, he faintcd : fell back upon the bed; and 


lay, _ jor ſome minutes, bereft of his ſeuſes. As 


a taper, upon the very point of extinction, is ſome- 
times ſuddenly rekindled, and leaps into a quiver- 
ing flame: ſo life, before it totally expired, gave a 
Parting ſtruggle, and once more looked abroad 


irom the opening eye-lids. He would ſain have 
poke; fain have uttered the ſentence, he begati: 


More than once he eflayed: but the organs of 
 Tpeech were become like a broken veſſel; aud no- 
thing but the obſtructing phlegm, rattled in his 
throat. His aſpect, however, ſpoke affection inex- 


prefible. With all the father, all the haſband, fill 
living in his looks; he takes one more view of the 


dear creatures, whom he had often beheld with a 


paternal triumph. He turns his dying eyes on that 
beloved woman, whom he never beheld but with a 
clow of delight. Fixed in this poſture, amidſt 
| | trules 
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fails of love, And under a gleam of W en, they 


{hive out their laſt. 
Deo this, the filent ſorrow burſts into loud 


laments. They weep, and refuſe to be comorted, 
Till fome length of time, had given vent to 


the exceſs of pation; and the conſolations of reli- 


gion, had ſtaunched their bleeding woes. Then, 
the afflicted family ſearch for the ſentence, which 
fell unfiniſhed from thoſe loved, thofe venerable, 
and pious lips. I hey find it recorded by the e 


phet Jeremiah, containing the direction of infinite 


wiſdom, and the promiſe of almighty goodnels ; 
Leave thy fatherleſs children; I will e 


** them alive; and let thy widows truſt in me” 


This, now, is the comfort of their lite, and the 
Joy of their heart. They treaſure it up, in their 
memories, as a moſt valuable legacy. They rely upon 
it as au inexhauflible fund, to ſupply all their ne- 
celnties; and to enfure the bleſſing of ſucceſs, on 
all their honeſt labours. They are rich; they arc 
happy; in this ſacred pledge of divine favour. 

They fear no evil; they want no good; becaule 

 Gop is their guide, and their guardian Gop. 


No ſooner turned from one memento of my Own, 


and memorial of another's deceaſe, but a ſecond, 
a third, a long ſucceſſion of theſe melancholy mo- 
nitors, croud upon my ſight f. 


That which has 
fixed my obſervation, is one of a more grave and 
fable aſpect than the former. I ſuppoſe it preſerves 


tne relies of a more aged pcrlon. One would 
conjecture, that he made ſomewhat of a figure in 
his ftation among the living, as his monument 
does among the funeral marbles. Let me draw 
near, and enquire of the ftone, © Who, or what, 


4 is bencath its ſurſace*” I am informed, "Be 


was once the ow ner of a conſiderable eſtate; which 


was much! improv ed, by lis Own application and 


management; 
, i klix. 11. 
+ — Plarima mortis 1m43go- 


Virg. 
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management; that, he leſt the world in the buſy 
period of life; advanced a little beyond the meridi- 
au-—Probably, replied my mufing mind, one of 


thoſe indelatigable drudges, who rife early; late 
take reſt; and eat the bread of caretuluels; not 
to ſecure the loving-kindneſs of the Loxp: not 


to make proviſion for any reaſonable necellity: but 
only to amaſs together teu thouſand times more, 


thau they can poſhbly uſe. Did he not lay ſchemes _ 


for enlarging his fortune, and aggrandizing his 
family? Did he not purpoſe to join field to field, 


and add houle to houſe; nll his Poſſeſſions were 
almoſt as vaſt, as his Deſires? that, then he would 
* fit down, and enjoy what he had acquired; 
breathe a while from his toilſome purſuit of things 
temporal, and perhaps, think a liule of things 
TT.. ͤ a OG . 
Bor ſee the Folly of Worldly Wiſdom! How filly, 
how childiſh, is the ſagacity of (what is called) 
manly and maſterly prudence ; when 1t contrives 
more ſolicitouſſy tor TIME, than it provides for 
ETERNITY! How ſtrangely infatuated are thoſe 
ſubtile heads; that weary themſelves, in coucerting 
meaſures for Shadows of a Day; and ſcarce beſtow 
a thought, on everlaſting Realities !—when every 
wheel moves on ſmoothly ! when all the well-dit- 


poſed deſigns are ripening apace for execution; and 


the long: cx pected crifis of enjoyment ſeems to ap- 
proach; behold! Gop from on high laughs at the 
Babel builder; death touches the labour'd bubble, 
and immediately it breaks. The cobweb, moſt. 
finely ſpun indeed, but more eafily diſlodged, is 
{wept away in an inſtant; and all 
projects are buried, in the ſame grave, with their 


projector, 
— * Hac mente laborem 
Seſe ferre, ſenes ut in otia tuta recedant, 
Aunt, cum ſibi ſint congeſta cibaria, Hor. 


the abortive 


n 8 I 
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projeftor. So true is that verdict, which the wil: 
dom trom above paſſes, on thele ſucceſsful unfor- 
tüuates: * They walk } in a vain {hadow, and dil. 
quiet. kbemtel ses in vain +.” 


SPEAK, ye, that attended ſuch a one in his laſt 
minutes; ye, that heard his expiring ſentiments; | 
did he not cry out in the language of 1 
ſenſuality, O death ! how terrible is thy ap- 
„ proach, to a man that has devoted himſelf 10 
the purſuit of preſent ſatislactions, and exerciſed 
no concern for the uever ending hereafter ! where 
© alas! is the profit, where the comfort, of entering 


by deep into the knowledge, aud of being dextrous 
„in the diſpatch, of carthly affairs; fince I have, 


all the while, neglected the one thing necdtul 
O deſtructive KN I have been attentive to 


every inſerior intere I have laid mylelt 


on the rifles of a mo: A but have Arenas 
Ed beaven; have forgot eternal ages! oh! that 
my gays“ — 


here, he was going on to breathe 
ſome fruitleſs withes:; or to torm, I know not 
what ineffectual refotirrious: But, a ſudden con- 


vulſion ſhook his nerves; diſabled his tongue; and 


in lels than au hour, Ae his frame. 
May the children of this world be warned, by 


the dying words of an unhappy brother; and galher 
advantage, from his misfortune. Why ſhould they 


pant, with inpatient ardor, after white and yellow 


Earth, as if the univerſe did not afford ſufficient, 


ior every one to take a little? why thould they lade 


themſelves with thick clay w hen they are to run 


„tor au tucorruptible crown, and preſs towards 


* the prize of their high calling? ' why ſhould. 
they over load the veſſel, iu which their everlaſting 


ALL is embarked; or fill their arms with ſu per— 


fiunies, when they are to ſwim for their lives? yet, 


10 prepoſierous | is the conduct of thoſe perſons, 


D —— — Who 


4 Pfalm xxxix 6. 
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who are all induſtry, to heap up an abundance of 


the wealth which periſheth; but are ſcarce fo much 


as faintly deſirous of being rich towards Go. 


O! that we may walk from henceforth through 
all theſe glittering toys, at leaſt with a wiſe indif— 
ference, if not with a ſuperior diſdain! having 


enough for the conveniencies of life, let us only 
accommodate ourlelves with things below, and 
| "ay up our treaſures iu the regions above.—W here- 


as, if we indulge an anxious concern, or laviſh an 


ne care, on any tranſitory poſſeſſions; we 


hall rivet them to our aflections with ſo firm an 
union, that the utmoſt ſeverity of pain muſt attend 


the ſeparating ſtroke. By ſuch an eager attachment, 
to what will certainly be raviſned from us; we ſhall 
only inſure to ourſelves accumulated | anguiſh, 


againſt the agonizing hour: we ſhall plant, alore- 


hand, our dying pillow with thorns“. 


Sou, I perceive, arrived at threeſcore years 
and ten, before they made their exit; nay, ſome 


few reſigned not their breath, till they had num- 
| bered fourſcore revolving harveſts.— 


would hope, „remembered their Creator in the 


Theſe, I | 


<« days of their youth;” before their ſtrength be- 


came labour and ſorrow; before that low ebb of 
languiſhing nature, when the keepers of the houſe 


tremble, and thoſe that look out of the windows 
are darkned +: when, even the lighting down of 
the Graſhopper, is a burden on the bending 
7 ” Foe ſhoulders; 
* Lean not on earth ; ts ill pierce thee to the heart ; 
A broken reed at belt, bur oft a ſpear ; 
On its tharp point peace bleeds, and hope expires. 
Night Thoughts, No. In. 
+ Ecclef 114.5. I need not remind my reader, thar, 
by the forrger of. thele figurative expreſſions, is ſignified the 
caervated fate of the hands and arms; by the latter the dim- 
nels of the eyes, or the total loſs 7 light: that, taken in 


connection with other parts of the chapter, they exhibit, tm 


1 leries of elegant ſimilitudes, a deſcription of the various 
NUruities, which accompuny old age. 
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ſhoulders; and deſire itſelf fails in the liſtleſs, mac- 
tire, lethargic ſoul— Before thoſe heavy hours 


come, and thole tireſome moments draw nigh; in 


which there is too much reaſon to ſay, © We have 
*© no. pleaſure in them: no improvement from 
; 0 IDEUE: - 
1x their lamps were unfuruiſhed with oil, how 
unkt muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit circumſtances, 
to goto the market, and buy!“ For, beſides a va- 
riety of diſorders, ariſing from the enſcebled con- 
ſlitütion; their corruptions muſt be ſurpriſingly 
ſrengthened, by ſuch a long courſe of irreligion. 
Evil habits muſt have ſtruck the deepeſt root; muſt 
have twiſted themſelves with every fibre of the 
heart; and be as thoroughly ingrained in the diſpo- 
ſition, as the ſoot in the Ethiopian's complexion, 
or the ſpots in the Leopard's ſkin. If ſuch a one, 
under ſuch diſadvantages, ſurmounts all the diffi- 
culties, that lie in his way to glory; it muſt be a 
great aud mighty ſalvation indeed. If ſuch a one 
eſcapes deſtruction, and is ſaved at the laſt, it muſt, 
without all peradventure, be—fo as by hee )o 
Faris is the ſeaſon, that ſtands in need of com- 
fort, and is very Improper to enter upon the con- 
flict. The huſbandman ſhould now be putting in 
his fickle, or eating the fruit of his labours; not 
beginning to break up the ground, or ſcatter the 


| ſeed. 


Nothing, tis true, is impoſſible ib Gon: he 
ſaid, © let there be Light, and there was Light:” 

inſtantaneous light, diffuſed, as quick as thought, 
through all the diſmal dominion of primeval dark- 
neſs. At his command, a leproſy of the longeſt 
continuance, and utmoſt inveteracy, departs in a 
moment. He can, in the greatneſs of bis ſtrength, 
quicken the wretch, that has lain dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins, not four days only, but fourſcore years. 
D 2 re 


* Matt. xxv. 9. 1 1 Cor. iii. 15. 


c xeſt.“ 
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Met truſt not, O truſt not, a point of ſuch inex- 
preſſible importance, to ſo dreadful an uncertain- 
ty. Gop may ſuſpend bis power; may withdraw 

his help; may ſwear in his wrath, that ſuch abuſers. 


of his long-ſuffering ſhall “ never enter into his 


Ys therefore, that are vigorous in health, and 
blooming in years, improve the precious oppor- 


tunity. Improve your golden hours, ro the nobleſt 
of all purpoſes: ſuch as may render you meet, for 
the inheritance of ſaints in light; and aſcertain 


your title, to a ſtate of immortal youth; to a crown 


of eternal glory *.——Stand not, all the prime of 
your day, idle; trifte no longer with the offers of 


this immenſe felicity: but make hafte, and delay 


not the time, to keep Goy's commandments. While 
you are loitering in a gay inſenſibility, death may be 
bending bis bow, aud marking you out for ſpeedy 
victms.——Not long ago, I happened to "ſpy a 
_ thoughtleſs Jay. The poor bird was idly buhed 
in dreſſing his pretty plumes, or hopping careleſsly 
from ſpray to ſpray. A ſportſman, coming by, 
obſerves the feathered rover. Immediately he liits 
the tube, and levels his blow. Swiftec than a whirl- 
wind, flies the leaden death; and, in a moment, 
lays the filly creature, breathleſs on the ground. 

— Such, ſuch, may be the fate of the man, who 


has 


May I be permitted to recommend, as a treaſure of ineſti- 
mauble value, and a treatiſe particularly appoſite to my ſubject, 


Dr. LUCAS's inquiry after happineſs? That part eſpecially, 


Which diſplays the method, and enumeraies the advantages, of 


improving lite, or living much in a little time. Chap. III. p. 
158 of the 6th edit. An author; in whom the gentleman, 
the [cholar, and the chriſtian, are moſt happily united.—A 


perlormance, which, in point of folid argument, unaflected 


piety, and a vein of thought amazingly fertile, has, per- 
hape, no ſuperior.— Nor can I wiſh. my reader a more 


- 12h, ned pleaſure, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, than that 


i " . Po . "ha . © p 
vi having the ſentiments of this entertaining and pathetic vote 
ter, wove imo the very texture of his heart, 


- 


WO Is 
none (or 
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has a fair occaſion of obtaining grace to day, and 
wWantonly poſtpones the 1 improvement of 1t till to- 
morrow. He may be cut off, in the midſt of his 
_ folly, and ruined for ever, while he is . of 
beiug wie hereafter. 7 
Some, no doubt, came to this their laſt retreat, 
ſull of piety, and full of days; „as a ſhock of 
corn, ripe with age, and laden with plenty, 
<« cometh in his ſeaſon“ . Theſe were children 
of light, and wiſe in their generation; wiſe to- 
wards Gop; wile for their moſt im portant concerns; 
and wiſe for that bliſsful eternity, they now in- 
herit Rich allo they were, more honourably and 
permanently rich, than all the votaries of Mam- 
mon. The wealth of the one has made itſelf wings, 
and is irrecoverably gone: while the wretched ac- 
quirers are tranſmitted, to that place of penury and 
Pain, where, not ſo. much as one drop of water is 
allowed, to cool their ſcorched tongues. Whereas, 
the ſtores of the other {till abide with them, will 
never depart from them; but make them glad for 
ever and ever, in the city of their Gop. Their 
treaſures were ſuch, as no created power could 
take away; ſuch as pane but infinite beneficence 
can beſtow; and (Oh! comfortable to confider!) 
ſuch as J, and every indigent longing ſinner, may 


obtain; treaſures of heavenly knowledge, and ſav- _ 


ing faith; treaſures of atoning blood, and imputed 
righteouſneſs. 

HRE f lie their bodies, in“ peaceable habitati- 
ons and quiet ON, places.” Here they have 

: thrown 

8 + Job V. 26. 

+ Some, I know, are offended at our burying corpſes with- 
in the church, and exclaim againſt it, as a very great impro- 
priety and indecency: but this, I imagine, proceeds from an 
exceſſive and miſtaken delicacy. Let 1 care be taken 
to ſecure from injury, the foundations of the building, and to 
prevent the exhalation of any noxious effluvia from the putri- 
tying fleſh; and I cannot diſcover IDF, inconveniences attend- 


Ing this Practice. 
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thrown off every burden, and are eſcaped from 


every ſnare. The head aches no more; the eye 


forgets 


The notion, that noiſome carcaſes (as they are called) are 


very unbecoming a place, confecrated to religious purpoſes, 
| ſeems to be founded on an antiquated Jewiſh canon; whereby 


it was declared, that a dead body imparted defilement to the 
perſon, who touched ir: and polluted the ſpot, where it was 
lodged. On which account, the Jes were ſcrupulouſly care- 


ful to have their ſepulchres built at a diſtance from their houſes; 
and made it a point of conſcience, not to fuffer any cemeteries 


to ſubſiſt in the city. But as this was a trite purely ceremonial, 


it ſeems to be entirely ſuperſeded by the goſpel diſpenſation. 

I cannot forbear thinking, that, under the chriſtian oecy- 
nomy, there is a propriety and uſefulneſs in the cuſtom—ule- 
fulneſs, becauſe it muſt render our folemn aſſemblies more ve- 


nerable and awful. For, when we walk over the duſt of our 
friends, or kneel upon the athes of our relations; this awake- 


ning circumſtance muſt ſtrike a lively imp reſſion of our own 


mortality. And what confideration can be more effectual, to 
make us ſerious and attentive in hearing, earneſt and impor- 


runate in praying? — As for the fitneſs of the uſage, it ſeems 


: perfectly ſuitable to the deſign of thoſe ſacred edifices. They 


are ſet apart for God not only to receive his worſhippers, but 
to preſerve the furniture for holy miniſtrations, and what is, 
in a peculiar manner, appropriated to the divine Majeſty. 
And are not the bodies of the ſaints the Almighty's property? 
Were they not once the objecis of his tender love? Are they 
not ſtill the ſubjects of his ſpecial care? Has he not given 
commandment concerning the bones of his elect; and charg- 


£4 the ocean and enjoined the grave, to keep them till that 
day? Are they not precious in his efteem ? So precious, that 


when mountains, bright with gems, or rich with mines, are 
abandoned to the devouring flames; theſe ſhall be reſcued from 


the fiery rain; theſe ſhall! be tranſlated into JEHOVAH's. 


kingdom; and conjointly with the foul, made © his jewels,” 
mace © his peculiar treaſure;” made to ſhine as the bright- 
neſe of the firmarent, and as the ſtars for ever and ever. 


Is not CHRIST the LORD of our bodies? Are they not 


bought with a price? Bought, not with corruptible things, 


ſilver and gold; but with his divine blood. And if the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus purchaſed the Redemption of our bodies, at fo in- 


finitely dear a rate; can It enter into our hearts to conceive, 
that he ſhould diſlike to haye them repoſed, under his own 
habitation ?——Once more; are not the bodies of the faithful, 


temples of the Holy Ghoſt ? And is there not, upon this ſup- 
| 1 poſition, 


E | 
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forgets to weep; the fleſh ! is no longer 3 with 


acute, nor pines away under lingering diſtempers. 


Here they receive a final releaſe from pain, and an 


everlaſting diſcharge from ſorrows. Here, danger 
never threatens them, with her terrifying alarms; 


but tranquility ſoftens their couch, and ſafety 
guards their repoſe.—Reſt then, ye precious relics, 


within this hoſpitable gloom; reſt in geutle ſlumbers, 
till the laſt trumpet ſhall give the welcome fignal, 


and ſound aloud, through all your filent manſions, 


Ariſe, ſhine; for your light is come, and the 
_ © glory of the Lord is riſen upon you |.” 
Jo theſe how calm was the Evening of Life! In 


what a ſmiling ſerenity, did their fun go down, | 


When their fleſh and their heart failed, how reviv- 


ing was the remembrance of an all- uffieient Redeem- 
er; once dying for their fins, now riſen again for 


| their juſtification! How chearing the well-grounded 
hope of pardon for their tranſgreſſions, and peace 
with Gob, through JESUS CHRIS our LORD How 


did this aſſuage the agonies, and ſweeten the bitter 
neſs of death ?—W here now is Wealth, with all 
her golden mountains? Where is Honour, with her 


proud trophies of renown ? Where are all the vain 


pomps of a deluded World? Can they adminiſter 
" "OF N in this lait extremity ? Can "mw com- 


poſe 


poſition, an apparent propriety, rather than the leaſt inde- 


corum, in remitting theſe temples of fleſh, to the temples 
made with hands? T hey are veſſels of honour ; inſtruments 


of righteouſneſs; and, even when broken by death, like the 
fragments of a golden bowl, are valuable, are worthy to be 


laid up in the ſafeſt, moſt honourable repoſitories. 
Upon the whole, ſince the Lord Jeſus has purchaſed 7g 


| at the expence of his blood; and the bleſſed Spirit has ho- 


noured them, with his in-dwelling preſence, ſince they are 


bo dear in the fight of the adorable Trinity, and undoubted 


irs of a glorious immortality: why ſhould ir be thought a 


thing improper, to admit them to a tranſient reſt, in their 


' heavenly Father's houſe ? Why may they not lie down and 


lleep, in the outer courts, fince they are ſoon to be introduced 
into the immoſt manſions of Frerlaſting honour and joy 


1 Iſai, Ix. 1, 


—— V 1 "INF, 
. RO om rowegg oe, COS nt RAG EIT 


40 MEDITATIONS 


poſe the affrighted thoughts, or buoy up the depart- 
ing ſoul amidſt all the pangs of diffolution?—The 
followers of the Lamb ſeem pleaſed and triumphant, 
even at their laſt gaſp. © Gop's everlaſting Arms 
Ge +: unden * fainting heads. His Spirit 
whiſpers peace and conſolation to their conſciences. 
In tbe ſtrength of theſe heaveuly ſuccours, they 
quit the field of battle, not Captives, but Conque- | 
Tors; with © hopes full of immortality.” 1 
AND now they are gone. — The ſtruggles of relue- | 
tant nature are 1 The body ſleeps in death; | 1 
the ſoul launches into the invitible ſtate.- Bat, ; Y | 
who can imagine the delightiul ſurprize, when they f 
find themſelves ſurrounded by guardian Angels, in- 
ſtead of weeping Friends? How ſecurely do they 
u ing their way, and paſs through unknown worlds, 
under the conduct of theſe celeſtial Guides! The 
Vale of Tears is quite loſt. Farewel for ever the 
realms of woe, and rage of malignant beings! The 
arrive on the Frontiers of iner prellible Felicity. 
They“ are come to the city of the living God,” 
while a voice, ſweeter than muſic in her ſofteſt 
ſtrains; ſweet as the barmony of hymning {era- 
phims; congratulates their Arrival, and beſpeaks 
their Admiſſion: © Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 
and be ye lift up, ye cwerlaſting doors; that the 
« heirs of glory may enter in.” Fe eo 
_ Hugs, then, let us leave © the Spirits and Souls 
* of the Righteous; eſcaped irom an eutangling 
Wilderneſs, and reccived into a Paradiſe of de. 
lights! elc aped from the territories of diſquietude, 
and {ertled 1 iu regions of unmoleſted ſecurity *! Here 
„ 
+ Dar: XXXIll. 27. 1 
* Seneca's Reflections upon the Happy State of Holy Souls, 
delivered from the Burden of the fleſh, are truly admirable, 
—* In hoc ram proceliolo, & in omnes 'Vempeſtates er potts 
navigantibus maxi, nu! eee niſi mortis eſt. Nec itaque in- 


videris Fratri tuo; quieſcit. Tandem liber, tandem tutus, 
| | tandern 
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they r fit . with Abbe Iſaac, and Jacob, in 
This kingdom of his Father. Here, they mingle with 
an innumerable company of angels, and rejoice 
around the Throne of the Lamb; rejoice in the Frut- 
tion of preſent felicity, and in the aſſured Expec- 
tation of an inconceivable Addition to their Bliſs;” 
« when Gop {tall call the heavens from above, and 
« the Earth, that he may judge his People. 
* Fboors accounted their life madneſs, and their 
«end to be wichout honour: but, they are num- 
6 bered among the children oi Gop, and their lot, 
„their diſtinguiſhed and eternal lot, is among the 
„Saints !“ However, therefore, an undiſcerning 
world may deſpiſe, and a profane world viliſy, the 
truly religious; be this the ſupreme the invariable 
defire of my heart! © Let me live the liſe, and die 
„the death, of the righteous. Oh! ler my latter : 
end, and ſuture ſtate, be like theirs.” : 
War Figure is that, which ftrikes my eye, 
1 from an eminent part of the Wall? It is not only 
'T placed in a more elevated Situation than the reſt, 
put carries a more ſplendid and ſumptuous air than 
ordinary. Swords aud ſpears, murthering engines, | 
and inſtruments of flaughter, adorn the ſtone with 
a formidable magnifcence. It proves tc to be the 
NM!onument ol a noble Warrior, 

Is ſuch reſpec, thought I, paid to tbe memory 
of this brave Sold er, for ſacrificing his life to the 
public Good? Then, what honours, what im- 

mortal honours, are due to the great Captain of our 
laivation? who, though Lord of the Angelic Le. 
gions; and ſupreme commander of all the heavenly | 
? Hoſts; willingly offered bimſelf a blecding pit | 
4 ation for Sinners! | 
F | „ The 
tun eng eturnus eſt. Fruitur nunc aperto et libero Cœlo; c 
humili & depreſſo, in eum emicuit locum, qui folutas vinculis 


Animas beato recipit ſina ; & Nunc omnia rerum natura bong 
cum ſumma voluptate peceipit. Sen. ad Polyb. 


+ Wild. v. 4 
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The One dicd, being a Mortal; and only yield- 


ei upa life, that was long before forfeited to di- 


4 


vine Ju tice; which muſt ſoon have been ſurrender- 
ed as a Debt to Nature, if it had not fallen as a 


Frey % War; —But Cutis took fleſh, and gave 
EZ 35 gat, though he was the great I AM; the 
ante of N ho calls happineſs and | im- 


105 cauiiy all his own. He, who thought it no rob- 
bery to be Equal with God; he, whoſe outgo- 


ings were from cverlaſting; even he, was made in the 


Likeneſs of Mau, and cut of out of the land of the 


living. Wonder, O heavens! Be aſtoniſhed, O 


earth! He died the death, of whom it is witneſled, 
that he is the true Gop, and cternal life*!” 


Taz One expoſed himſelf to Peril, in the Service 
of his Sovereigu, and his Country; which, though 


it was glorious to do, yet would have been i ignomi- 


nous, iu fuck eircumſtances, to have declined.— 


But CHRIST took the field, though he was the bleſ. 


fed and only Potentate, the Kix of kings, and 5 


Lonp of lords. CuRISZ took the field, though he 
was ſure to drop in the engagement; aud put on the 


harneſs, though he knew betore hand, it muſt reck 
with his Blood. That prince of heaven reſigned his 
royal perſon, not barely to the Hazard, but to the 


inevitable Stroke; to death, certain in its approach, 

and armed with all its horrors —And for whom? 
Not for thoſe who were iu any degree deſerving ; but 
for his own diſobedient creatures; for the pardon of 
condemned malcfactors; for a band of rebels, a race 
of traitors, the moſt obnoxious and inexcuſable of 
all criminals; whom he might have left to periſh in 


their iniquities, without the leaſt impeachment of 
his Goodneſs; nay, to the advantageous Diſpiay of 


his avenging Juſtice, 

Tux One, tis probable, died expeditiouſly ; was 
ſoon wounded, and ſoon ſlain: A bullet, lodged in 
his heart, a. Ty ord, ſheathed in his 5 or a 


battle. ax, 
935 John v. 20. 
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battle-ax, cleaving The brain, might put a ſpeedy 
End to his miſery, difpatch him“ as in a moment: 
 —Whereas the divine Redeemer expired in tedi- 
ous and protracted torments. His pangs were as 
lingering as they were exquiſite. Even in the Pre- 
lude to his laſt ſufferiugs, what a load of ſorrows 
overwhelmed his ſacred humanity! till the into- 
lerable preſſure wrang blood, inftead of ſweat, 
from every pore; till "the crimſon flood bathed his : 
| body, ſtained all his raiment, and tinged the very 
But, when the laſt Scene of "the tragedy 
enced; hon the executioner's hammer had 
nailed him to the croſs; Oh! how many diſmal. 
Hours, did that amiable and illuitrious ſuflerer hang, 
a ſpectacle of woe to Gop, to angels, and to men: 
_ His temples mangled with the thorny crown: his 
hands and feet clett with the rugged irons; his fleſh. 
covered with wounds, ſmarting aud agonizing in 
every vein; and his foul, his very ſoul, pierced with 
pangs of unutterable diſtreſs! So long he hung, that 


nature, through all her dominions, was thrown 


into ſymphatizing commotions. The earth could 
no longer ſuſtain ſuch barbarous indignities, without 
trembling; nor theſun behold them, without horror. 
Nay, ſo iong did he hang in this extremity of tor- 
ture, that the alarm reached even the remote regions 
of the dead. - Never, O my ſoul, never forget the 
amazing truth: The Lamb of Gon was worried, 
Was laughtered with the utmoſt inbumauity, and 
endured death, in all its bitterneſs, for thee. His 
murderers, ſtudiouſſy cruel, ſo guided the fatal cup, 
that he taſted every 3 of its gall, before he drank 


it off to the very dregs. 


ONCE. again; The one died like 1 and fell 
gallantly in the field of battle. 
CEnkisr © as a ſool dieth*?” Not on the bed of 


But died not 


honour, with ſcars of glory on his breaſt; Put, like 


2 Sam. 1 ili. 33. 


ſome 
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ſome execrable miſcreant on a gibbet; with laſhes 
of the vile ſcourge on his back. Ves, the bleſſed 
Fesvs bowed his expiring head on the accurſed tree, 


aud poured out his ſoul betwixt two infamous 


felons; ſuſpended between heaven and earth, as an 


arc from both, and unworth of either. 


_ On! what ſuitable returns, of inflamed and ador- 
Ing devotion, can we make to the Holy One of Gop, 


thus dying, that we might live? Dying in ignominy 


and anguiſh, that we might live for ever in the 


heights of joy, and ſit for ever on thrones of glory. 


—Alas! it is not in us, impotent, inſenſible mor- 
tals, to be duly thankful. He only, who conſers 


fuch inconceiveably rich favours, can enkindle a 


Proper warmth of grateful affection. Then build 


thyſelf a monument, moſt gracious Immanuel, 


build thyſelf an everlaſting monument, of grati- 
tude in our ſouls. Inſcribe the memory of thy 
matchleſs beneficence, not with ink and pen, but 


with that precious blood, which guſhed from thy 
ftreaming veins. Engrave it, not with the ham- 
mer and chiſſel, but with the ſharpened ſpear, which 
pierced thy pleſſed fide. Let it ſtand confpicu- 
013 and indelible, not on outward tables of ſtone, 
but on the very inmoſt tables of our hearts. 

Ons thing more let me obſerve, before I bid 


adieu to this entombed warrior, and his garniſhed 


Tepulchre. How mean are theſe oſtentatious me- 


thods of bribing the vote of fame, and purchaſing 
a little poſthumous renown! What a poor ſubſti- 


inte for a ſet of memorable actious, is poliſhed ala- 
baſter, or the mimickry of ſculptured marble! The 
real excelleucy of this * bleeding patriot is written 


* Sir Belvil Granville, ſlain in the civil wars, at an engage- 


nent with the rebels —le may poſſibly be ſome entertaimnent 
0 the readers, to ſubjoin Sir Belvil's cheracter, as it is drawn 
5% that celev: ated pen. which wrote the hiſtory of thoſe unfor- 
CET UB TIRES — 1 hat Which would have clo! aged any victory, 
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on the minds of his country men: it would be re. 
membered with applauſe, ſo long as the nation ſub- 
fiſts, without this artihcial expedient to perpetuate 
And ſuch, ſuch is the monument I would 
wiſh for myſelf. Let me leave a memorial in the 
breaſts of my fellow-creatures. Let ſurviving 
friends bear witneſs, that I have not lived to my- 
ſelf alone, nor been altogether unſerviceable in my 
generation. O! let an uninterrupted ſeries of be- 
neficent offices be the inſcription, aud the beſt inte- 
reſts of wy ä che plate, that exhibits 
it. | | 
Lux the poor, as they vals by my gr. ave, poiut 
at the little ſpot, and thankfully acknowledge. 


'There lics the man, whoſe un Wearied kindueis 
was the conſtant relief of my various diſtreſſes; 
who tenderly viſited my languiſhing bed, and 


readily ſupplied my indigent circumſtances. 


How often were his councils a guide to my per- 
plexed thoughts, and a cordial to my dejected 


ſpirit! Tis owing to Gob's bleſing on his ſea- 
ſonable charities, and prudent conſolatious; that 
I now hve, and hve in comfort. Let a per- 
ſon, once ignorant and ungodly, lift up his eyes to 
heaven, and ſay within bimſelf, as he walks over 
my bones, © Here are the laſt remains of that ſin. 
cere ſriend, who watched for my foul. I can 
never forget, with what a hecdleſs gaiety I was 
poſting on in the paths of perdition; and Itrem- 

1 Die 


ſays the noble hiſtorian, and made tke loſs of others leſs _ 


ſpoken of, was the Joath of Sir Belvil Granville. He was 
indeed an excellent perſon, whoſe activity, intereſt, and re- 
putation, were the foundation of what had been done in 


Cornwall : His temper and affections fo public, that no ac- 


cident which happened, could make any impreſſion upon 


him: and his example kept others from taking any thing ili, 
or at leaſt ſeeming to do ſo. In a word, a brighter courage, 
and a gentler diſpoſition, were never married together, to 


make the moſt chearful and innocent converſation.” 


a Clar. Hiſt. Reb. ol Il. 
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e ble to think, into what rende wu ruiu I might 
quickly have been plunged into, had not his A 
«© tul admonitions arreſted me iu the wild career. 
I was unacquainted with the goſpel of peace, aud 
<£ unconcerned about its unſearchable treaſures: 
_ © but now enlightened by his inſtructive conver- 
« ſation, I ſee the all. ſufficiency of my Saviour; 
© and, animated by his repeated exhortations, L- 
count all things but loſs, that I may win CHRISZ. 
*© Methinks his diſcourles, ſeaſoned with religion, 
and bleſſed by grace, ſtill tingle in my ears; are 
{111 warm on my heart; and, I truſt, will be 
more and more operative, till we meet each other 
in the houle not made with hands, eternal! in the 

„ heavens.” 
Bur, the only infallible way of immortalizing 
our characters; a way cqually open to the meaneit 
and moſt exalicd fortune, is, „To make our call- 
ing and election ſure;“ to gain ſome ſweet evi- 
dence, that our names are written in heaven. Then, 
however they may be diſregarded or forgotten, a- 
moug men; they will not tail to be had in everlaſt- 
ing remembrance. before the Lonp.—This is, ol 
all diſtinctions, far the nobleſt. This will fue in 
never dying renown. Ambition, be this thy object, 
and every page of ſcripture will ſanctify thy paſ- 
Hon; even grace itſelf will fan thy flame.—Ever 
carthly memorial will ſhortly be obliterated. The 
tongue of thoſe, whoſe happineſs we have zealouſly 
promoted, muſt ſoon be ſilent 1n the coffin. Charac- 
ters cut with a pen of 1ron, and commuted to the 
ſjolid rock, will ere-long ceaſe to be legible *. But 
as many as are inrolled“ in the Lamb's book of 
life,“ he himfelf declares, ſhall never be blotted 
out of thoſe annals of Eternity f. When a flight 
of 8 has mouldered the e column 


into 


— Data "He iplis quoque ſata ſ-pulchris. Juy 
7 Rev. iii. 5. | 
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into duſt: when the brazen Nils periſhes, under 
the corroding hand of time: thoſe honours ſtill 


continue; ſtill are blooming and incorruptible 11} 
the world of glory. 


Make the extended ſkies your tomb; 
Let ſtars record your worth: _ 

Let know, vain mortals, all muſt die, 
As nature's ſicklieſt birth. 


Would bounteous heav'n indulge my pray'r, 
J frame a nobler choice; 

Nor living wiſh the pompous pile; 

Nor, dead, regret the loſs. 


In thy fair Book of Life divine, 

| My Go, inſcribe my name: 
| There let it fill ſome humble place, 
Hhencath the ſlaughter'd Lamb. 


Thy ſaints, while ages roll aw ay, 
1n endleſs fame ſurvive; 

Their glories, o'er the wrongs of time, 
_ Greatly triumphant, live. 


YoxDER entrance leads, I foppole, 2 to the: va ault. 

Let me turn aſide, and take one view of the Habi- 
tation, and its tenants.— The ſullen door grates 
UPON its hinges: not uſed. to receive many vifltants, 


it admits me with reluctance and murmurs.—W har 


meaneth this ſudden trepidation: while I defcend 
the ſteps, and am viſiting the pale nations of the 
dead: Be compoſed, my ſpirits: there is nothing 
to ſear, in theſe quiet chambers:“ Here, eren 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling.“ 

Goop Heavens! what a ſolemn ſcene! How cf." 
mal the,,gloom! Here is perpetual darkneſs, and 
night 0 en at no0n-days——How doleful the ſoli- 
tude! Not one trace of chearful ſociety; but ſor- 
row and terror ſeem to have made this, their dread- 

= = 
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ed abode. Hark! how the kottaw dome re- 
erg at every tread. The echoes, that long have 
llept, are awakened, and whilper along the walls. 
A BEAM, or two, finds its way through the 
grates: and reflects a feeble glimmer, from the nails 
of the coffins. So many of thole ſad ſpectacles, haif 
_ concealed in ſhades; half ſeen dimly by the baleiul 
twilight; add a deeper horror to theſe gloomy mau- 
fhons.—I pore upon the inſcriptions, and am juſt 
able to pick out; That theſe are the remains of the 
rich, and renowued. No vu ulgar dead are depoſited 
here. The moſt illuftrious, and rig ht honourable, 
have claimed this for their laſt retreat. And, in— 
.dced, they retain ſomewhat of a ſhadowy Pre-emi- 
uence. They lie, ranged in mournful order, and 
in a fort.of nent pomp, under the arches of an 
ample ſepulchre: while meaner corpſes, without. 
much ceremony, “ go down to the ſtones of the 
80 pit.“ | 
My 1 recover ſrom their ſurprize: I: 
find, here are no Phantoms, but ſuch as ſear raiſes, 
However it ſtill amazes me, to oblerve the 
e of this nether world. Thoſe who receiv- 
ed vaſt revenues; and called whole lordſhips their 
own; are here reduced to a few ſheets of lead. 
Roon us of ſtate, and ſumptuous furniture, are re- 
izned; for no other ornament than the ſhroud, for 
10 other apartment than the darkſome niche. No 
{plendid retinue, attends this ſolitary dwelling: the 
lordly equipage, hovers no longer about the lifeleſs 
maſter; noching but the ſable banners, which ſeem 
to be diſplayed i in triumph, over a proftrate cap- 
tive, or a duſty ſtatue, which while the regardless 
world is as gay as ever, the ſculptor's hand ha 
taught to weep. Inſtead of the ſtar, that blazed 
npon the breaſt, or coronet, that olittere? round 
thetemples; the only remains of departed diguiiy 
are, the weather beaten alcbievement, and tattered 
efcutcheor-- 
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eſcurcheon.—l ſee no ſplendid retinue ſurrounding 
this ſolitary dwelling. The lordly equipage hovers 
10 longer about the lifeleſs maler. He has no 

other atteadant, than a duſty ſtatue; which, while 
the regardleſs world is as gay as ever, the ſculp- 
tor's hand has taught to weep. - . 
Thoſe who gloried in high-born anceſtors, and — 
noble pedigree, here drop their lofty pretenſions. <2 

They acknowledge kindred with creeping things, 

and quarter arms with the meaneſt reptiles. They 

fay to corruption, Thou art my father; and to 110 

worm, Thou art my mother and my ſiſter. — Or, ſhould 

they {till affame the ſtyle of diſtinction, alas! how 
impoteut were the claim! how apparent the often- 

tation!“ Mortifying truth! ſuthcient, one would | 
ö think, to wean the mol ſanguine appetite from this — 
[ tranſitory {tate of things; from 1ts ſickly fatisfacti- 
| ons, its fading glorics, its V auihing treaſures. 


For now, ye lying vanities of life! 
Feͤ ever-tempting, ever-cheating train! 
VW here are ye now ? And what is your amount}? 


w HAT is all the * orld, to theſe poor breathleſs 
beings?— What are their pleaſures? A bubble 
broke. — What their honours? A dream that is 
forgotten. What the ſum-total of their enjoyments 
below? Once perhaps, it appeared to inexperienced 
and fond deſire, ſomethiug conſiderable: but, now 
death has meaſured it with his line, and welghed it 
in his ſcale, what is the upſhot? Alas! it is thorter 
than a ſpan; lighter than the daucing ſpark; and 
driven away, like the diſſol ing ſmoke. 


25g? 8 . , 
ER. 


INDULGE, 


* HERE LIES THE GREAT —Falſe Marble! where? 
Nothing but poor and ſordid duſt lies here. 


Cone * 


+ THOMS. WI inter, lin, 210. laſt Edit. 
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INDULGE, my foul, a ſerious pauſe. Recollect 


all the gay things, that were wont to dazzle thy 
eyes, and inveigle thy atleGions. Here, examine 


thoſe baits of ſenſe: here, form an eſtimate of their 


real value. Suppole thyſelf firſt among the favou— 
rites of fortuue; who revel jn the lap of pleaſure, 
whoſhine iu the robes of honour; and jwim in tides 
of inexhauſted riches: yet, how ſoon would the 
paſling bell proclaim thy exit! And, when once 
that iron call, has ſummoned thee to thy future 
reckoning; where would all theſe gratificaiions be? 


At that period, how will all the pageautry of the 


moſt affluent, conſpicuous, oy luxurious circum— 
ſtances, vaniſh iuto empty air! and is this a hap- 
Pinels, ſo paflonately to be coveted? 


I THAXK you, ye relics of ſounding titles, and 
maguificent names: ye have taught me more of the 


littleneſs of the world, than all the volumes of 
my library. Your nobility, arrayed in a winding- 


ſheet; your grandeur, mouldering in an urn; are 


the molt invincible proofs, of the nothingneſs of 
created things. Never, ſurely, did Providence 


write this important point, in ſuch legible charac- _ 
ters; as in the aſhes of my lord, or on the corpſe 


of his grace.“ Let others, if they pleaſe, pay their 
obſequious court to your wealthy ſons: and ignobly 


fawn, or anxtoully ſue, for preferments: my 


i thoughts ſhall often reſort, in penſive contempla- 
tion, to the ſepulchres of their fires; and learn 


from their ſleeping duſt, to moderate my expecta- 


tions from mortals: to ſtand diſengaged from every 
undue attachment, to the little intereſts of time: 


Naur; the gaudy tinſels of wealth; and all the 

empty ſhadows of a periſhiug world. 

Hakk! What ſound is that?—lIn ſuch a ſitua. 

tion, every noiſe alarms.—Solcmn and flow, it 
breaks 


* Mors ſola fatetur | 


Oranula fint hominum corpuſcula, Tur, 


to get above the delufive amuſements of ho- 


2 1 1 
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breaks again upon the ſilent air.—'Tis the ſtriking 


ol the clock: deſigned, one would imagine, to rati- 
y all my ſerious meditations. Methinks, it ſays 
amen, and fets a ſeal, to every Improving hiut. 
It tells me; that anot her poruau of my appolut- | 
ed tune is elapſed. Gne calls it, The kucll of my 
„ deparied hours.” 'Iis the watch-word to vigi-⸗ 


lance, and activity. It cries, in the car of reaſon, 


« redeem the time. Catch the favourable gales of 


60 opportunity; O! catch them while they breathe: ; 


« hetore they are irrecoverably loſt. The ſpan of 
« life thoriens continually. Thy minutes are all 
„ upon the wing, aud haſtening to be gone. Thou. 


© Art a borderer upon eternity; and making 1ncel- 


* fant advances to the ftate, thou art contempla- 


„ ting. O! may the admonition ſink deep, imo 


am attentive and obedient mind! May it teach me 


that heav culy arithmetic, of“ numbering my days, 
* aud applying my heart unto wildom!” 
HAVE Often walked, beneath the impending 


promontory's craggy clit; J have ofteu trod the 


vaſt ſpaces, of the lonely deſart; and penetrated the 


inmoſt receſſes, of the dreary cavern: but never, 
never beheld nature louring, with io tremendous a 
form; never felt ſuch impreſſions of awe, Iriking 
cold on my heart; as under thele Plack- brow'd ar- 


ches, amidſt theſe mouldy w walls, and ſurrounded by 


ſuch ruetul objects; where melancholy, deepeſt 5 
melancholy, for ever 1p ready her raven wings. Let 
me now emerge from the damp and dreadful ob! cu- 
rity. Farewel, ye ſeats of del Olation, and ſhades of 


death \—Gladly [ reviſit the realms af day. 


Having caſt a ſuperficial view, upon theſe re- 


ceptacles of the dead; eurioſity prompts my inquiry, 


to a more intimate ſurvey. And could we draw 
back the covering of the tomb; could we ſee, what 
thoſe are now, who 0! nec were mortals —Oh! how 
would it ſurpriſe, andgricve us! ſurpriſe us, to be- 
hold the prodigious trans/ormation, that has taken 
| F 2 Place | 


- 
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place on every individual; grieve us, to obſerve iht 
diſhonour done to our nature in general, within 
theſe ſubterraneous lodgments! | 

HERE, the {weet and winning aſpect, that wore 
perpetually an attractive ſmile; grins horribly a 
naked, ghaſtly ſkull.—The eye, that outſhone the 
diamond's luſtre; and glanced her lovely light- 
ning, into the moſt guarded heart: Alas! W here 
is it? Where ſhall we find the rolling ſparkler ? 
How are all thoſe radiant glories totally, totally 
eclipled !——The tongue, that once commanded 
all the charms of harmony, and all the powers of 
eloquence, in this ſtrange land has * forgot its 
«© cunning.” Where are now thole ſtrains of me- 
lody, which raviſhed our ears? Where is that flow 
of perſuaſion, which carried captive our judg- 
ments? Ihe great maſter of language, and of ſong, 
is become ſilent as the night that ſurrounds him 
The pampered fleſh, fo lately cloathe&in purple, 
and fine linen, how 1s it covered rudely with clods 
of clay! There was a time, when the tunoroully 
nice creature, would ſcarce © * adventure to ſet a 
& foot upon the ground, for delicateneſs and ten- 
.** derneſs ;” but is now enwrapped in clammy 
earth, and ſleeps on no ſofter a pillow than the rag- 

ged gravel- ſtones, —Here, © the ſtrong men bow 
themſelves:“ The nervous arm is unſtrung; the 
| brawny finews are relaxed; the limbs not long ago 
the Seats of vigour and activity, lie doun motion- 
leſs; aud the bones, which were as bars of iron, 
are crumbled into duſt. : 

II RE, the man of buſineſs ſorgets all his favou- 
Tite ſchemes, and diſcontinues the purſuit of gain. 
_ Here, is a total ſtand to the circulation of mer- 
chandize, and the hurry of trade. In theſe ſoli- 
tary receſſes, as in the building of Solomon's tem— 

ple, is heard no ſound of the hammer and ax. 
| The 
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The winding-ſheet, and the coffin, are the utmoſt 
bound of all earthly devices; © hitherto may they 
go, but no farther.”—— Here, the ſons of plea- 
ſure take a final farewel, of their dear delights. 


No more is the ſenſualiſt anointed with oil, or 


crowned with roſe-buds: he chants no more to the 


melody of the viol; nor revels any longer, at the 


banquet of wine. Inſtead of ſumptuous tables, and 
delicious treats, the poor voluptuary is himſelf a 
feaſt for fattened inſects; © the reptile riots in his 


Fleſh; © the worm feeds ſweetly on him.” Here 
allo, beauty tails; bright beauty drops her luſtre. 


here. Oh! how her roſes fade, and her lilies lau- 
guiſh, in this bleak ſoil! how does the grand level. 


Jer Prue contempt, upon the charmer of our 


Hearts! How turn to deformity, what e 


the world before! 


 Covrn the lover have a ſig ht 4 his once bn. 
chanting fair-one; what a ai aſtoniſhment 


would leize him —“ Is this the object, I not long 
ago fo paſſionately admired! I ſaid, ſhe was di- 
vinely fair; and thought ber, more than mortal. 
e Her form was ſymmetry itſelf; every elegance 


„ breathed in her air; and all the graces waited on 
&© her motjons. "Twas muſic, when ſhe ſpoke: 


but when ſhe ſpoke encouragement, 'twas little 


« leſs than rapture. How my heart danced, to 
« thoſe charming accents And can that, which, 
© ſome weeks ago, was to admiration lovely, be 


__ < now ſo inſufferably loathſome?—W here are thoſe | 


*« bluſhing cheeks; where the coral lips; where 
s that ivory neck, on which the curling jet, in 
«« ſuch gloſſy ringlets, flowed; with a thouſand 
© other beauties of perſon, ind ten thouſand deli- 
*©Ccacles of action * — Amazing, diſtracting | 
HENS alteration - 

2 Job xxlv. 20. | | 

Quo fugit Venus? Heu! Quove color? dicens 

Quo motus ? Quid habes, a illlus, 


Quæ ſpirabat Amores, 8 
OQuz me ſurpuecat mihi! ? + Hoe. 
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„ alteration Fondly I gazed upon the glittering 

« meteor: it ſhone brightly : ; and 1 miſtook it for 

« a ſtar; for a permanent and ſubſtantial good. 

But how i is it fallen! fallen from on orb, not its 

. And all that I can trace on earth, is but 
a putrid maſs.” 


5:06 
Ce: 


cc. 


LIE, poor Florella! lie 3 as thou doſt, 
in obſcure darkneſs. Let night, with her impene- 


trable ſhades, always conccal thee. Thy dwel- 


ling agrees with thy condition. Let no prying eye, 
be witneſs to thy diſgrace; but let thy ſurviving 


liſters, think upon thy ſtate; when they contem- 
plate, the idol in the glaſs. When the pleaſing 


image riſes gracefully to view, ſurrounded with a 


world of charms; aud fluſhed with joy, at the con- 
ſciouſneſs of them all:—Then, iu thole minutes of 


temptation and danger, when vauity uſes to ſteal 
into the thoughts!—Then, let them remember, 


what a veil of horror is drawn over a face, that 
was once beautiful and brilliant, as theirs. Such a 
ſeaſonable reflection, might regulate the labours of 


the toilet, and create a morecarneſt ſolicitude, to 


oliſh the Jewel, than to varuiſh the caſket. It 


Haight then become their higheſt ambition, to have 
the mind decked with divine virtues, and dreſſed 
after the amiable pattern, of their Redecmer's ho- 


lineſs. 


Axp would this prejudice hats perſons, or 45 


preciate their charms '——Quite the reverſe: It 
would ſpread a fort of hwy 'enly glory, over the 
fineſt ſet of features; and heighten the lovelineſs, of 
every other engaging accompliſhment.—And what 
is yet a more inviting conſideration; theſe flowers 
would not wither with nature, nor be tarniſhed Dy 
time; but open continually, into richer beauties, 
and flouriſh even in the winter of age. 
moſt incomparable recommendation of theſe noble 
Ae is, that fron their hallowed relics, as 


from 


But, the 
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from the fragrant alhes of the Phoenix, will ere long 


ariſe an illuſtrious form; bright as the wings of an- 


gels; laſting, as the light of the new Jeruſalem. 


Fox my part; the remembrance of this ſad re— 


volution, {hall make me aſhamed to pay my devo- 


tion to a ſhrine of periſhing tieſh; aud afraid to ex- 


pect all my happineſs, from ſo brittle a joy. It 
ſhall teach me, not to think too highly of well-pro?- 
portioncd clay; though formed in the moſt elegant 
mould, and animated with the ſweeteſt ſoul. Tis 
heaven's laſt, beſt, and crowning gift; to be receiv- 


ed with gratitude, and cheriſhed with love, as a 


moſt valuable bleſſing; not worſhipped with the 
incenſe of Flattery, and ſtrains of fulſome adora- 
tion, as A goddeſs It will cure, I truſt, the dotage 
of my eyes: and incline me always to prefer the 

ſubſtantial «© Ornaments of a meek and virtuous 
 ſpirit;” before the tranſient decorations, of white 

and red on the Kin G 
HxRx, I called in my roving meditations, : from 
their long excurſion on this tender ſubject. Fancy 
| liſtened awhile, to the ſoliloquy of a lover; but 
now judgment reſumes the reins, and guides Wy 
thoughts to more near and ſel{-intereſting inquiries. 


However, upon a review of the whole ſcene: 


crowded with ſpectacles of mortality, and trophies 
of death: I could not forbear ſmiting my breaſt, 
and fetching a ſigh, and lamenting over the nobleſt . 


of all viſibſe beings, lying in ruins under the fect 


of © the pale horſe, and his rider *.“ I could not 
forbear that pathetic exclamation, * O! thou +. 
„Adam, what haſt thou done!“ What deſolation, 
has thy diſobedience wrought in the earth !—O! 
_ the ruinous, the tranſcendent malignity of ſin! ſn, _ 
has demoliſted ſo many ſtately ſtructures of fleſh: fin, 
has made ſuch havock, among the moſt exce len: 


ranks of Gop's lower creation : and fin (hat deadl - 
| ban: 


Rey, vi. 8. + 2 Eſdr. vii 48. 
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bane of our nature) would have plunged our better 
part, into the execrable horrors of the nethermoſt 


bell; had not our mercitul Mediator interpoſed, 


and given himſelf for our rauſom,—— Therefore, 
what grateful acknowledgments, does the whole 
world of penitent ſiuners owe; what ardent returns 


of love, will a whole heaven of glorihed believers 
pay; to ſuch a friend, benefactor, aud deliverer! 


Muvus1xG upon theſe melancholy objects, a faith- _ 
ſul remembrancer ſuggeſts from within Mult _ 

this ſad change, tucceed in me alſo? Am I to 
draw my laſt gaſp; to become a breathleſs corple; 

and be, what I deplore? J Is there a time ap- 


cc 


e proaching, when this body ſhall be carried out 
<© upon the bier, and configned to its clay-cold 
ce 

“ may let fall one parting tear; and cry, Alas 
cc 


Perſians, has irrevocably determined the doom. 


SHOULD one of thele ghaſtly figures burſt from 


his confinement; and ſtart up, in frightful deformi- 


ty before me: ſhould the haggard ſkeleton lift a 
clattering hand; and point it full in my view: 
ſhould it open the ſtifiened Jaws; and, with a 


hoarſe tremendous murmur, break this profound 
ſilence: ſhould it accolt me, as Samuel's apparition 


addreſſed the trembling King ——< The Lord ſhall | 
deliver thee alſo iuto the hands of death; yet a 
little while and thou ſhalt be with me -The 


ſolemn warning, delivered in fo ſtriking a manner, 
muſt ſtrongly impreſs my imagination: a meſſage 


| I paſs, with melancholy ſtate, 
By all theſe ſolemn heaps of fate; 
And think, as ſoſt and fad I tread, 
Above the venerable dead, 
Time was, like me, they life poſſeſs'd; 
And time ſhall be, when I ſhall ref.” 


Bs 12 Parnel, 
à 1 Sam. xXViii. 19. 1 


bed? while ſome kind acquaintance, perhaps, 


my brother“ —— Nothing is more certain. A 
decree, much ſurer than the law of the Medes and 


N 5 
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in thunder, would ſcarce ſink deeper—Yet, there 
is abundantly greater reaſon to be alarmed, by that 


expreſs declaration of the LORD GOD Almighty, 


« 'Thou ſhalt ſurely die. —W ell then, ſince ſen- 
| tence is paſſed; ſince I ama condemned man; and 


know not when the dead warrant may arrive; let 


me die to fin, and die to the world; before 1 dic 
beneath the ſtroke, of a righteous Gop Let me 
employ the little uncertain interval of reſpite from 
execution: in preparing for a happier ate, and a 


better life; that, when the fatal moment comes, 


and I am commanded to ſhut my eyes, upon all 


things here below; I may open them again, to lee 
my Saviour in the manſions above, R 


SINCE this body, which is fo fearfully *nd 1 on- 
derfully made, muſt fall to pieces in the grave; 
_ hnce L muſt ſoon reſign all. my bodily bene to 
darkneſs, inactivity, and corruption; Oh! let it 


be my conſtant care to uſe them well, v hile I pol. 


ſeſs them Let my hands be ſtretched forth to re- 


lieve the needy: and always be more ready to 
give, than to receive. 


in deepeſt humiliations beſore the throne of grace; 


while my eyes are caſt down to the earth, in peni- 
tential contuſion; or devoutly looking up to heaven 


for pardoning merc In every iriendly INtCr- 


view, let the law of kindneſs dwell on my lips;“ 
or rather, if the ſeriouſneſs of my acquaintance 
permits, let the goſpel of peace flow from my 
tongue. Oh! that 1 might be enabled, in every pub- 
lic concourſe, to lift up my voice like a trumpet; 
and pour abroad a more joyful found, than its molt 
melodious accents, in proclaiming the glad tidings 
of free ſalvation !—Be ſhut, my ears, reſolutely 
ut, againſt the malevolent whiſpers of ſlander, 
and the contagious breath of filthy talking: but be 


ſwilt to hear the inſtructions of wiſdom ; be all 


attention, when your Redeemer ſ peaks; : imbibe the 


Prec ious 


Let my knees bend 


* 
4 
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precious truths; and convey them carefully to the 


 heart—Carry me, my feet, to the temple of the 


Lozp; to the beds of the fick; and houſes of the 
poor. May all my me cabers, devoted intirely to 
my divine Maſter, be the wing ee of 
promoting his glory! _ 

TuxN, ye embalmers, you may fs your pains: 
theſe works of faith, and labours of love; theſe 


Mall be my ſpices and perfumes. Enwrapped in thele, 8 


4 would lay me gently down, aud ſleep ſweetly in 


the bleſſed Jxsus; hoping that God will“ give 


9 


% commandinent concerning my bones,” and one 


day fetch them up from the duſt, as ſilver from the 


furnace, purified, © I ſay not, ſeven times, but, 
4 ſeventy times ſeven,” 


Hunz, my contemplation took wing; and, in 


an inſtant, alighted in the garden, adjoining to 
Mount Calvary. Having viewed the abode of my 


deceaſed fellow- creatures; methought, 1 longed to 


fee the place, where our Lok lay. And, On 
what a marvellous ſpectacle was once exhibited, 
this memorable ſepulchre ! he ||, © who ente 


„ himſelf with light, as with a garment; and 


* walks upon the wings of the wind *;” was 


pleaſed 5 


1 Davkiieſs his curtain, and his bed the duſt, 

Tho' ſun and ſtars are duſt beneath his throne. 
| | Night Thoughts. 

*The ſacred ſcriptures ſpeaking of the Supreme Being, 
 ſay—He walketh upon the waves of the fea; to denote his 
uncontroulable power, Job ix. 8.—He walketh in the circuit 
of Heaven; to expreſs the immenſity of his preſence, Job 
xxli. 14. 
ſignify the amazing ſwiftneſs of his operations, Pſal. civ, 3. 
In which laſt phraſe, there is, I think, an elegance and em- 
plaſis, not taken notice of by our commentators, and yet un- 
equalled in any writer. Not, he flieth ; he runneth ; bur, he 
walkerh: and that, on the very wings af the wind: on the 
moſt impetuous of elements, rouſed into its utmoſt rage, and 


ſy eeping along with inconceivable rapidity. A AR of in na- 


tre, not to be deſcribe d, is the compoſed and ſedate work 
| — 


He walketh upon the wings of the wind; to 


dwelt among the proſtrate dead.- 
peat the wondrous truth, too often? WhO can 
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pleaſed to wear the 3 of mortality, aud 


dwell upon the trauſporting theme, too long? He, 


who fits enthroned 1n glory, aud dittutes bliſs 
among all the heaveuly hols; was once a pale and 
bloody corpſe, and preſſed this little ſpot. 


O Dxzatu! how great was thy triumph in that 


Hour! Never did thy gloomy realms contain ſuch. 
a priſoner beiore,—Prifoner, did I ſay? No; he 
was more than conqueror. He arole, far more 


mightily than Samſon, irom a tranfſient {lumber : 


broke down the gates, and demoliſhed the ſtrong— 


holds, of thoſe dark dominions. And this, O 


mortals, this 1s your ouly conſolation aud {ecuri- 
ly. Jzsus has trod the dreadful path, and lmooth- 


ed 1t for your pallage.—]rzsus, {lkeping in the 


chambers of the tomb, has brightened this diſmal 
manſion; and left an inviting odour, iu thoſe beds 
of duſt. The dying Jusus (never let the comforta- 
ble truth depart ſrom your minds! The dying Ju- 


sus) is your ſure protection, your unqueſt 10nable 


paiIp ort, through the territories of the grave. Be- 
lieve in him; and they ſhall prove a“ highway | to 


“ Sion;” ſhall tranfmit you ſafe to Paradiſe. Be- 


ljeve in him; and ye {hall be no loſers, but unſpeak- 
able g gainers, by your diſſolution. For, hear what 
the oracle of heaven ſays, upon this important 


point: Whoſo believeth in me, all never die*.— 


JEHOVAH, —how flat are the following lines, even in the 


great maſter of Lyric ſong. 


Oeyor cervis, & agente niml. Q3 
Ocyor Euro, | 
wen compared with this inimitable firoke of givinz pocery ! 


le walketh upon the v ings of the wi) d, 


* John xl, 26. 
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What ſublime, and ar” language, in this! 


Thus much, at leaſt, it muſt import; The 
nature of that laſt elde, ſhall be ſurpriſingly 
altered, for the better, "It ſhall no longer be in- 
fiifted, as a puniſhment; but rather vouch- 
ſafed, as a blelſing: to ſuch perſons, it ſhall come 
attended, with ſuch a train of benefits, as wlll 
render it a kind of happy impropriety, to call 
it dying. Dying! no; tis then they truly begin 
© to live. Their exit, is the end of their frailty, 
“ and their entrance upon perfection: their laſt 
groan, is the prelude to life and immortality.” 
O XE timorous ſouls, that are terrified at the 
pailing-vell; that turn pale, at the fight of an open- 


EC 


4 


cc 


6£ 
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ed grave; and can ſcarce behold a coffin, or a {kull, 
without a ſhuddering horror: Ye that are in bon- 


dage to the griſly tyrant, and tremble at the ſhake- 
ing 5 of his iron rod; cry mightly, to the Father of 


pour ſpirits, for faith | in his dear Son. Faith, will free 


you from your flavery *. Faith, will imbolden you 


10 tread on {this ferceſt of) ſerpents +. Old Simeon 


claf ping 
We Peak s terror is the mountain Faith removes: 
Tis faith diſarms deſtruction— | 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. | 
Theſe, and ſome other quotations, I am proud to berrow 
om the Night Thoughts; eſpecially from Night the fourth! 
im which, energy of language, ſublimity of ſentiment, and 


tae moſt exquiſite beauties of poetry, are the leaſt perfections 


to be admire: almoſt every line glaws with devotion ; riſes 
into the moſt-exalted apprehenſions of the adorable Redeemer ; 
and is animated with the moſt lively faith, in his all-ſufficient 


mediativn. Fhe author of this excellent performance has the 


_ peculiar felicity, of ennobling all the ſtrength of ſtyle, and 


every delicacy of imagination, with the grand and momen- 
us truths of Chriſtianity. Theſe thoughts give the higheſt 


entertainment to the fancy; and impart the nobleſt improve- 


ment to the mind: they not only rene our taſte, but prepare 


us for death, and ripen us for glory. I never take up this ad- 


mirable piece; but am ready to cry out—Tecum vivere amem, 


ecitm obeam libens; 1. e.“ Inſpire me with ſuch a ſpirit, and 


life ſhall be delightful, nor death irfelf unwelcome,” 
uke x. 19. | 


SG... 


dil olution “. 
KLs followers, truſting in his Saviour; leaning on 
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claſping the child Jzsvs in the arms of bis fleſh, 


and the glorious Mediator in the arms of his faith, 


departs withtranquility and peace. That bitter 


perſecutor Saul having won CURISsTH; being ſound 


in Curi1sT; longs to be diſmiſſed from cumbrous 


clay, and kindles into rapture at the proſpect ol 
Methinks, I ſee another of ImManu- 


his beloved; go down to the ſilent ſhades, wih 


compoſure and alacrity f. In this powerful name, 

an innumerable company of ſinful creatures have 
ſet up their banners; and © overcome, through the 
blood of the“ Lamb.” Authorized by the Captain 
of thy Salvation, thou alſo mayit let thy feet upon 


the neck of this king of terrors. Furniſhed with 


this antidote, thou alſo may it play round the hole 
of the afp, and put thy undaunted hand on this 


cockatrice den. Thou mayſt ] feel the viper faſteu- 


ing to thy mortal part, and fear no evil: thou ſhalt : 
one day ſhake it off by a Joyful. reſurrection, and 
ſuffer no harm. 
RKRxsuRRECTION! that chearing word bs my 
mind of an anxious thought, and ſolves a moit 
momentous queſtion. I was going to alk, © where- 
fore do all theſe corples lie here, in this abject 
«© condition? Is this their final ſtate? Has death 
© conquered ? And will the tyrant hold captivity 
© captive? How long wilt thou forget them, O 


« Lok D? For ever? No, ſaith the voice from 


heaven, the word of divine revelation; The right- 
_ eous are all © priſoners of hape S.“ 1 here is an 
hour (an awful ſecret that, and een only to all- 
foreſceing wiſdom), an appointed hour there 1s, 
when an act of grace will pals the great ſcal above. 
and give them an univerſal diſcharge; a genera} 
delivery 


2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
8 Zech, 1x, 12. 


* Phil. i. 23. 
1 Acts xxviii. 3, 5. 


1 2 Pet. . 14. 
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delivery from his abodes of corruption. Then, 
ſhall the LoxD Jxsus deſcend from heaven, with 
the ſhout of the archangel, and the trump of Gov. 


| Deſtruction ufelt ſhall hear the call, and the obe- 
dient grave give up her dead. In a moment, in the 
tu inkling of an eye, they ſhake off the fleep of 
. thouſand years ; and ſpring forth, like the 


bounding roe, to © meet their Lok b in the air.” 
Axp, Oh! with what cordial Congratulations ; 


What traufporting endearments ; do the ſoul and bo- 


dy, thoſe affestionate companions, reunite | But, 
with how much greater demonſtrations of kindnels, 


are they both received, by their compathonate Re- 
deemer! The Antient of Days, who comes in the 
clouds of heaven, is their friend; their father; 


1 They have nothing to fear, ſrom 
all the pomp of his appearance. Thoſe tremen- 
deus Solemnities, which ſpread deſolation and aſto- 


niſhment thro' the univerſe; ſerve only to inflame 


their love, and heighten their hopes. The Judge, 


the awſul Judge, amid. 1 all his magnificence and 


ſplendor, vouchſafes to confeſs their names; 


vouchſaſes to eee their fidelity, betore 
all the Inhabitants of the tkies, and the whole aſ- 
icmbled world. | 
Hk! the thunders are huſhed: the lighthings 
_ ceaſe their rage: the angelic armies, ſtand in ſilent 

ſuſpenſe : the whole race of 1 is wrapt in 


pleaſing, or anxious expectation. And now, 
that adorable Being, whole favour is better than 


lie; whole acceptance, is a crown of glory; lifts 


up the light of his countenance, upon the right- 


eous. He peaks; and what raviſhing words, pro- 
ceed from his gracious lips! What ecſtacies of de- 
light, they enkindle in the breaſts of the faithful! 
. 1 accept you, O my people! Ye are they, 


<* that believed in my name. Ye are they, that 


«* renounced yourſelves, and are complete in me. I 


cc fee 
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ſee no ſpot or blemiſh in you; for ye are waſhed 
in my blood, aud cloathed in my righteouſneſs. 


«© Renewed by my Spirit, ye have glorified me on 


© earth, and have been faithful unto death. Come, | 
« then, ye ſervants of holineſs, enter into the Joy 


“ of your Loxp. Come, ye children of light; 


ye bleſſed of my Father; receive the kingdom, 


« that ſhall never be removed: wear the crown, 
« which fadeth not away; and enjoy pleafures for 
ee evermore-”-: 

Tuxx, it will be one of the ſmalleſt privileges 
of the righteous, that they ſhall Iangutſu no more; 


that fickneſs will never again ſhew her pale counte- 
Dance, in their dwellings *. Death ufelf will be 
„ {wallowcd up in victory.” That VEE Javelin ; 
which has drank the blood of monarchs, and finds 
its way to the hearts of all the ſons of Adam, fall 


be utterly broken. That enormous ſeythe; which 
has firuck empires from their root, and [wept ages 
and generations into oblivion; ſhall le by in perpe- 


tual. "uſcleſſneſs. Sin, alſo, which tilled thy qui- 


ver, thou inſatiate arch er —sin, which ſtrung thy 


arm with ſuch refiſtleſs vigour—w hich pointed all 
thy ſhafts with inevitable deffiruction—sSin, will 
then be done away. Whatever is frail, or deprav- 
ed, will be throw of with our grave-cloaths. Alt 


to come, is perſect excellency, and conſummate hap- 
pineſs; the term of whoſe ee is eternity. 
O ETTRNITYI eternity! how are our boldeſt, 


our ſtrongelt thoughts, loſt and overwhelmed in 
thee ; Who can ſet land- marks, to limit thy di- 


men uſtous; - 


* Iſaiah, ſpeaking of the new Jeruſalem, mentions this, 28 
one of its immunities. © The inhabitants thereof ſhall no 
more ſay, I am fick.” And another clauſe in its royal char- 


ter runs thus, God ſhall wipe away all rears from TAE e "7 


«© and there ſhail be no more death, neither {orrow nor crying 
neither ſhall there be any more — ' Jiat, XXXIIi. 24 Rev. 
XXI. * 
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menſions; or find plumbets, to fathom thy depths? 


Arithmeticians have figures, to compute all the pro- 
greſlions of time: Aſtronomers have inftrumeuts, 


to calculate the diſtances oi the planets: but what 


numbers can ftate, what lines can guage, the 
lengths and breadths of eternity? © It is higher 
than heaven; what canſt thou do? deeper than 
© hell; what canſt thou kuow ? The meaſure there- 
of, is longer than the earth, broader than the 


75 9 


gs ſea 


to be contracted by all poſſible diminutions. None 


can truly ſay, after the moſt prodigious waſle ot 


ages, That ſo much of eternity is gone.“ For, 


when millions of centuries are elapſed, it is but 
Juſt commencing; aud, when millions more have 
run their ample round, it will be no nearer ending. 
Yea, when ages, numerous as the bloom of ſpring; 


increaſed by the herbage of ſummer; both aug- 


mented by the leaves of autumn; RY all multi- 


plied by the drops of rain, which drown the win- 


1er—when theſe, and ten thoufancktimes ten thouſand 
more: more than can be repreſented by any ſimilitude, 
or imagined by any conception, are all revolved; 
eternity, vaſt, boundleſs, amazing eternity, will 
only be beginning, or rather (jf I may be allowed 


the expreſſion) only beginuing to begin. 
Wir a pleafing, yet awful thought is this! 


Full of delight, and full of dread. O! may it 
alarm our fears; quicken our hopes; and animate 
all our endeavours! ſince we are ſoon to launch 
into this endleſs and incouceivable ſtate; let us give 


all diligence, to ſecure our entrance into bliſs. 


Now, let us give all diligence; becauſe there is no 
alteration, 1n the ſcenes of Futurity. The wheel 


never 


job xi. 8, 9. 


Mrsrzklous, mighty exiſtence! a ſum, not to 
be leſſeued by the largeſt deductions: an extent not 
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never turns: all is ſtedfaſt and immoveable, beyond 
the grave. Whether we are then ſeated on the 
throne, or ſtretched on the rack; a ſeal will be ſer 
to our condition, by the hand of everlaſting mercy, 
or inflexible juſtice. —The ſaints, always rejoice 
amidſt the ſmiles of heaven; their harps are perpe- 
tually tuned; their triumphs admit of no interrup- 


tion the ain alſo of the wicked is irremediable. 
The fatal ſentence, once paſſed, is never to be re 


pealed. No hope of exchanging their doleful ha- 


bitations. But all things bear the ſame diſmal al- 
pect, for ever and ever. 


Tk wicked *—my mind recoils, at the appre- 
4 pp 


henſion of their miſery, It has ſtudiouſly waved 
the ſearful ſubiect; and ſeems unwilling to purſue 
it, even now. — But 'tis better to reflect upon it, ſor 
a tew minutes, than to endure it, to eternal ages. 
Perhaps, the conſideration of their aggravated mi- 
ſery, may be profitably terrible: may teach me more 
highly to prize the Saviour, who << delivers from 
going down into the bottomleſs pit : may drive 
; Me, like the avenger's ſword, to this only city of 


refuge, for obnoxious ſinners. 
Tux wicked ſeem to lie here, like malefators. in 


a deep and ſtrong dungeon; reſerved againſt the 


day of trial. „ Their departure was without 


peace.“ Clouds of horror, ſat lowering upon 


their cloſing eye- lids; moſt ladly, foreboding, the 


8 Blackneſs of darkneſs for ever.” When the laſt 
ſickneſs ſeized their frame, and the inevitable 
change advanced: when they ſaw the fatal arrow, 
litting to the ſtrings; ſaw the deadly archer, aim- 
ing at their lie; and felt the envenomed ſhaft, 
faſtened in their vitals—Good Gop ! what fearful. | 


neſs | came upon them what horrible dread over- 


"Rs whelmed _ 


* —Animus meminiſſe horret, luctuque refugit. 
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 whelmed them how did they ſtand ſiuddering, 


u pon the tremendous e exceſſively afraid tO 


die, yet utterly unable to live — O! what pale re- 


views; what ſtartling proſpects; conſpire to aug- 
ment their forrows !—they look eke ard; and, be- 


hold! a moſt melancholy ſcexe! fins unrepeuted 
of; mercy ſlighted; and the day of grace ending. 


—'They look forward, and nothing preſents irſelt; 
but the righteous Judge; the dreadiul tribunal; 


and a molt ſolemn reckoning—They roll around 


their affrighted eyes, on attending friends; and, if 


accomplices in debauchery, it ſharpens their an- 
guiſh, to conſider this further aggravation of their 
guilt, that they have not ſinned alone, but drawn 
others into the ſnare: If religious acquaintance; it 
ſtrikes a treſh gaſh into their hearts, to think of ne- 
ver ſeeing them any more, but only at an unap- 
proachab le diſtance, ſeparated oF the unpallable 


0 bb. . 
Ar laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray; finding 


no Other poſſible way of relief, they are conſtrained 
to apply unto the Almighty: with trembling lips, 
and a faltering tongue, they cry unto that Sovereign 


Being, © who kills and makes alive.” —But why, 


O] why have they deferred their addreſſes to hea- 
ven ſo long ? why have they deſpiſed all his coun- 
ſels; and ſtood incorrigible, under his inceſſant re- 


proofs? how often have they been forewarned 0 


theſe terrors and moſt importunately intreated, 
turn to the Loxp !—I wiſh, they may find Pur | 
at this laſt hour: and, by a miracle of grace, be 
ſnatched from the very briuk, the breaking brink of 


damnation. But alas! he can tell, whether af— 


fronted majeſty, will lend an ear to their complaint? 
He may, tor aught any mortal knows, „laugh at 
c their calamity, and mock when their jear cometh.” 


Tnvs they he groaning out the poor remains 
of life; their limbs bathed in ſweat ; their heart 
ſtruggling with convulſive throes; pains infup- 


portable . 


F 


Ever torment them. 
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portable throbbing thro” every pulſe; and 1nnume- 
rable Garts ot 1 traus fixing cheir couſcience. 


In that dread moment, how che frantic ſoul. 

Raves round the walls of her clay tenement ; 
Runs to each avenue; and ſhrieks for help; 

But ſhrieks in vain! How wiſhfully the looks 

On all ſhe's leaving, now no longer her's! 

A little longer, yet a little longer, 

G! might the ſtay, to waſh away her crimes, 
And fit her for her paſſage ! Mourntul fight ! 

Her very eyes weep blood; and ev'ry groan | 
She heaves, is big with horror: but the foe, 

Like a ſtaunch murd'rer, ſtendy to his purpoſe, 
Purſues her cloſe thro' ev? ry lane of life, 

Nor miſies once the tract; but preſſes on; 

Till, forc'd at laſt to the cremendous verge, 

At once the ſinks Eg, 


Ty this be the end of the h £6 my foul, : | 


come not thou iuto their ſecret! unto their afſem- 
* bly, mine honour, be not thou united“ Oh 


bo awfully accompliſhed | 1s that prediction of in- | 
ſpired wiſdom ! © Sin, though ſcemingly ſweet in 


the commiiſion ; in the iſſue biteth like a ſerpent, 


and ſtingeth like an adder.” 


Happ diſſolution! were this the period of ks 
woes. But alas! ail thele tribulations, are only 
„ the begiuning of ſorrows;” one ſmall drop of 


that“ cup of trembling,” which is mingled for 


their future portion.—No ſooner has the laſt Pailg 


diſlodged the reluctant foul; but they are hurried 
iuto the preſence of an injured angry Goo, not un- 


der the conducting care of beneficent angels, but 


expolcd to the inſults of accurlſed ſpirits; who late- 


ly tempted them, now upbraid them, and will for 
Who cau conceive their 
confuſion and difireſs; when they ſtand, guilty and 


1nexcuſable, before their incenſed Creator? They 
are received with irowns: „the Gop that made 


„them, has no mercy on them.” The Prince of 
2 Peace, 


The Grave, 
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Peace, the fountain of felicity, rejects them v ith ab- 


horrence. He conſigns them over to chains and 


darknefs, and receptaeles of deſpair; againſt the ſe- 


verer doom, and more public infamy, of the great 


day. Then all the phials of wrath, will be empti- 
ed upon theſe wretched creatures. I helaw they ha ve 


violated, and the goſpel they have ſlighted; the power 


they have defied, and the goodneſs they have abuſed 


will all get themſelves honour in their exemplary de- 
ſtruction. Then God, the Gop to whom vengeance 

| belongeth, will draw the arrow to the very head, and 
ſet them as the mark of his inexorable diſpleaſure. 
REsVRRECTION, will be no privilege to them; * 


but immortality itſelf, their everlaſting curſe. 


Would they not bleſs the grave, ““ that land where 


all things are forgotten ;” and wiſh to lie, eternally 


hid, in its deepeſt oloom ? but the duſt refufes, to 
conceal their perſons; or draw a vell, over their 
Practices. They alſo muſt awake; muſt artle; muſt 
appear at the bar; and meet the Judge: a judge, be- 
fore whom the pillars of heaven tremble, and the 
earth melts away:” A Judge, once long-ſuffering, 
and very compaſſionate; but now unalterably deter- 
wined, to teach ſtubborn offenders, — what it is, to 
rovoke the omni potent God: what it is to trample 
v pon tbe blood of his Son: and offer deſpite to all be 
gracious overtures of his Spirit. 8 
On ! the perplexity! the diſtraction! that muſt 


confound the impenitent rebels; when they are 
ſummoned, to the great tribunal ! “ what can they 


* do, in this day of ſevere viſitation ?? This day 
of final deciſion? Where? How? From whence 


can they find help ?—To which of the faints will 


they turn? Whither betake themſelves for ſhelter ? 
Alas! 'tis all in vain; 'tis all too late—friends and 
acquaintance know them no more: heaven and 
earth abandon them, to their approaching doom: 


and even the NM Ear, the MEDIATOR bimſelf, 


deſerts 
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deſerts them in this dreadful hour. To tly, will 
be impracticable : to juſtiſy themſelves, ſtill more 
impoſſible: and now, to make any ſupphcations, 


utterly unavailable. 


BrnoLpD! the books are opened: the ſecrets of 


all hearts are diſcloſed: the hidden things of dark- 
nels, are brought to light. How empty, how inef- 
fectual, are all thoſe refined arti fices; with which 


hypocrites impoſed upon their fellow- -creatures, 


and preſerved a character in the fight of men! the 
jealous Gop, who has been about their path, and 


about their bed, and ſpiced out all their ways, 


4 ſets before them the things that they have done.” 
They cannot anſwer him one in a thouſand, nor 


ſtand in the awful judgment. They are ſpeechleſs 


with guilt, and ftigmatized with infamy, before 
all the angels of light. W hat a favour would they 


eſteem it; to hide their aſhamed heads, in the bot- 


tom of the ocean; or even to be buried, beneath 
the ruins of the tottering world! _ 


Ir the contempt, poured upon them, be fo in- 


| ſupportable; O! how will their hearts endure,” 
when the ſword of infinite indignation is unſheath- 
ed; and 1 waved, around their defenceleſs 


beads; r pointed directly, at their naked Þreaſts ! 


how 3 the wretches ſcream with wild amaze- 


ment, and deut the very heavens with their cries, 
when © the right aiming thunderbolts go abroad !” 
go abroad with a dreadfu] commiſſion, do drive 
them from the kingdoms of glory; and plunge them, 


not into the ſorrows of a moment, or the tortures 
of an hour; but into all the reſtleſs agonies of un- 


quenchable fire, and everlaſting deſpair.“ 


MiskRv of miſeries! too ſhocking for reflection. 
to dwell upon. But, if ſo diſmal to foreſee; and 


that 


* ions of abe doleful ſhades, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell; hope never comes, 
That comes to all: but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
Wilh ever-burning ſulphur unconſum'd, 
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that at a diſtance, together with ſome comfortable 
_ expectation of eſcaping ii O! how bitter, how 
inconceivably bitter, to bear; without any inter- 


mithon; or any mitigation; through bopeleſs and 
eternal ages. 


Wuo has any bilwels of pit > —W ho has any 


ſentiments of compaſlion ?—W ho has any tender 
concern for his iellow-creatures ? Who? In Gop's 
Name, and for Cyx1srT's Sake, let him ſhew it; by 
Warning every man, and beſeeching every man, to 


ſeek the Loxp while he may be found: to throw 


down the arms of rebellion, before the act of in- 
demnity expires: ſubmillively to adore the Lamb, 
while he holds out the golden ſceptre. Here, let 


us act the friendly part to mankind: here, let the 
V hole force of our benevolence exert itſelf: in ex- 
horting, whomſoever we are likely to influence, 
to take the wings of faith unfeigned; of repeni- 
ance undelayed, a and flee away from this rath 


4 to come. 


Uros the whole; what ſtupendous diſcoveries 


are theſe! lay them up in a faithful remenibrance, 
O my foul. Recolle& them, with the moſt ſerious 
attention; when thou heſt down, aud when thou 
riſeſt up. When thou walkeſt, receive them for 
thy companions; when thou talkeſt, liſten to them 
as thy prompters; and whatever thou doeſt, con- 


ſult them as thy directors. Influenced by theſe 


conſiderations, thy views will greaten: thy affectt- 
ons be exalted; and thou thylelt raiſed above the 


_ tantalizing power of periſhing things. Duly mind- 


ful of theſe, it will be the ſum of thy deſires, and 
ſcope of thy endeax ours, to gain the approbation 


of that ſovereign being; who will then fill the 
throne, and pronounce the deciſive ſentence. Thou 


wilt fee nothing worth a wiſh”, in compariſon of 
having 


C Great day of dread, en and deſpair ! 
At thought of thee, each ſublunary with 
Lets go its arr gralp, and quits the world. 
1 e Thoughts. 


77. ¶— 
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| having his will for thy rule; his glory for thy aim; 
and his holy Spirit for thy ever actuating principle. | 


Worpkk, O man; be loſt in admiration; at 


thoſe prodigious events, which are coming upon the 
univerſe: events, the greatneſs of which, nothing 
finite can meaſure. Such, as will cauſe whatever is 
_ conſiderable or momentous, in the annals of all ge- 


nerations, to fink into littleneſs and nothing: Events 
(Jzsvs, prepare us for their approach; defend us, 
when they take place!) big with the everlaſting fates 


of all the living, and all the dead.] muſt ſee the graves 


cleaving; the ſea teeming and ſwarms unſulpect- 


ed, crouds unnumbered, yea, multitudes of throng- 
ing nations, riſing from both. I muſt ſee the world 


in flames; muſt ſtand at the diſſolution of all ter- 


reſtrial things; and be an attendant, on the burial of 
nature. I muſt ſee the vaſt ex panſe of the ſky, wrapt 


up like a ſcroll; and the incarnate Gop, iſſuing forth 


from light inacceſſible, with ten thouſand times ten 


thouſand angels, to judge both men and devils.—T 


muſt ſee the curtain of time drop; ſee all eternity 
_ diſcloſed to view ; and enter upon a ſtate of being, 
that will never, never have an end. 


Ap ought I not (let the vaineſt imagination 


judge; ought] not) to try the ſincerity of my faith, 
and take heed to my ways? Is there an inquiry; is 


there a care, of greater, of equal, of comparable 


importance ls not this an in finitely prelſing call, 


to ſee that my loins are girded about; my lamp 


trimmed; and myſelf dreſſed for the Rridegrooms 
“ appearance?” That, waſhed in the fountain open- 
ed in my Saviour's fide, and clad with the marri- 


age-garment wove by his obedience; I may © be 
found in peace, unblameable, and unreprove- 
C able.” — Other wiſe, how ſhall I ſtand with bold- 


neſs; when theſtars of heaven, fall from their orbs? 


How ſhall T come forth erect and courageous; when 
the earth itſelf reels to-and-fro like a drunkard *? 


* Ifai. xxiv. 20. 


72 MEDITATIONS, Sc. 
How ſhall look up with joy, and ſee my ſalvation 
drawing nigh; when the hearts of millious tail for 
Fear. 
Now, Madam, leſt my Meditations ſet in a cloud, 
and leave any unpleaſing gloom upon your mind; 
let me once more turn, to the brighteuing proſpects | 
of the righteous. A view of them, and their de- 
lightful expectations, may ſerve to exhilarate the 
thoughts; that have been muſing upon melancholy. 
ſubjects, and hovering about the edges of infernal _ 
e Juſt as a ſpacious field array ed in chear- 
ful green, relieves and re-invigorates the eye; that 
has fatigued itſelf by pouring upon ſome miuute, or 
gazing upon ſome glaring object. 
Iux righteous ſeem to lie by, in the boſom of 
rhe earth, as a wary pilot in ſome well-ſheltered 
creek; till all the ſtorms, which infeſt the lower. 
world, are blown over. Here they enjoy fate an- 
chorage; are in no dauger of foundering, amidſt 
the ſeas of prevailing iniquity; or of being ſhip- 
wrecked, on the rocks of auy powerful tem ptation. 
But ere-long, we ſhall behold them hojſtiug their 
flag of hope; riding before a ſweet gale of atonin 
merit, and redeeming love; till they make with all 


the falls of an aſſured faith, the blelſed port of eter- 5 


nal life. 

Tuxx, may the honoured ſriend, to whom I am . 
writing; rich in good works; rich in heavenly tem- 
pers; but inexprelſibly richer in her Saviout's righ- 
teouſneſs -O! may ſhe enter the harbour, like a gal- 
lant ſtately veſſel, returned ſucceſsful aud viri. 
ous, from ſome grand expedition; with acclama- 
tions, honour, and joy! While my little bark, 
attendant on the ſolemnity, and a partaker of the | 
triumph, glides humbly after; and both reſt toge- 
ther in the ee 3 wiſhed for, bliſsful ha ven, 
of perfect ſecurity, and everlaiting repole. 
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I look upon the pleaſure, which we take in a Garden, 
as one of the moſt innocent delights in human life. 4 
Garden was the habitation of our firſt parents be- 
fore the fall. It is naturally apt to fill the mind with 


calnneſs and tranquility, and to lay all its turbulent 


paſſions at reſt. It gives us a great inſight into the 
contrivance, and wiſdom of Providence, and ſug- 


geſts innumerable ſubjects tor Meditation. 


OME time ago, my Meditations took a turn 


among the Tombs: they viſited the awful and 


- melancholy manſions of the dead :* And you were 
pleaſed to favour them, with your attentiou.—-May 
I, now, beg the honour of your company, in 4 


more inviting and delightful excurſion? In a beau- 


tiful flower-garden : where I lately walked, and at 
once regaled the ſenſe, and indulged the ſancy. 


which are to be met with among the ſeveral objects that en- 


compaſs us, are no leſs beneficial.” Spect. Vol. V. No. 36, 


Upon the plan of theſe obſeryations, the preceding au, 1. 
lowing reflectjons are formed, | 


* Spedt. Vol. VII. No. 477. 


1 „„ I 

* Diſcourſes on the vanity of the creature, which repre- 
« ſent the barrenneſs of every thing in this world, and its in- 
capacity of producing any ſolid or ſubſtantial happineſs, as 
« uſefu].- -T hoſe ſpeculations alſo, which ſhew the bright: 
fide of things, and lay forth thoſe innocent entertainmen:s, 
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IT was early in a ſummer morning; when the air 
was cool; the earth moiſt; the whole face of the 
creation freſh and ga. I he uoily world was ſcarce 
awake. Buſineſs had not quite ſhook off his ſound 


tleep; and riot had but juſt reclined his giddy head. 


All was fereue: All was ſtill: Every thing tended 
to inſpire tranquility of mind, and invite to ſeri- 
ous thought. 


OxLY the wakeful lark had left br Z”Y and 


was mounting on high, to ſalute the opening day. 


Elevated in air, ſhe ſeemed to call the laborious 


_ hutbandman to his toil, and all her fellow ſongſters 
to their notes. Earlieff of birds, ſaid I, com- 


panion of the Naas may I always riſe at thy 
voice! riſe, to offer the mattin-ſong; and adore that 
beneficent being, ho maketh the out-goings of 


© the morning and evening to rejoice.” 


O! How charming to rove abroad, at this ſweet 


- hour of prime! to enjoy the calm of Nature; to 
tread the dewy lawns; and taſte the unrifled freſh- 
neſs of the air E- 


"pans is the breath of morn, her riſing ty weet, 
With charm of earlieſt birds.* 


What A pleaſure do the ſons of goth loſe! Little, | 
ah! little is the ſfluggard ſenſible, how delicious an 
entertainment he foregoes, for the pooreſt of all 


animal gratifications. 
"Tux Greyneſs of the dawn decays gradually. 
Abundance of ruddy ſtreaks, tinge the fleeces of 


the firmament. Till at length, the dappled aſpect 


of the eaſt, is loſt in an ardeut and univerſal, bluſh. 
Alls it the ſurmiſe of imagination, or do the ſkies 
really redden with ſhame: to ſee ſo many ſupinely 
ſtretched, on their drowſy pillows ?—Shall man be 
loſt, in luxurious eaſe ? Shall man waſte theſe pre- 
cious 


* Milt. Par. Loft B. IV. I. 641. 
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Cious | hours, in idle ſlumbers? While the vigor- 
ous ſun is up, and going on his Maker's errand? 
While all the feathered choir are nnn the Crea- 


tor, and paying their homage in harmony? Oh! no. 
Let bim heighten the melody of the tuneful tribes, 


by adding the rational ſtrains of devotion. Let him 
improve the fragrant oblations of nature, by min- 
gling, with the rifing odours, the more refined 


breath of praiſe. 
Tiis natural for man to look upward *; *. to throw 
his firſt glance upon the objects, that are above him. 


Strait towards heav'n my wond' ring eyes J turn'd, 
Aud Saz d- awhile the ample SKY f. LY 


PROpI0 G10Us theatre! where lightnings dart the 


fire, and thunders utter their voice: where tempeſts 
ſpend their rage, and worlds uunumbered roll at 

large oh the greatneſs of that mighty hand; 
Which meteth out this amazing circumference, with 


a ſpan! Oh the immenſity of that wonderful being; 


before whom this unmeaſurable extent, is no more 
And Oh (thou pleafing thought) 
the unſearchable riches of that mercy, which is! 


than a point ! 
4 


greater than the heavens ! Is more extenſive aud un- 
bounded, in its gracious exerciſe; than thele illimit- 
able tracts of air, and ſea, and firmament! that par- 
dons crimes of the moſt enormous ze, and moſt 


horrid aggravations; pardons them, in confidera- 


tion of the Redeemer's emen. with perfect free- 


neſs, and the utmoſt readineſs! more readily, if it 
were pollible, than this all ſurrounding expanſe ad- 


mits, within its circuit, a ridge of mountains, or 
even a grain of ſand. 


* Os homipi ſublime dedit, celumque tueri | | 
Juſſit, & erectos ad fidera tollere yultus. Od, 

+ Milt. Par. B. VIII. I. 257. 

1 Plalm cviii. 4. 
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O! comet hither, then ye awakened, trembling 
Puners. Come *, weary and heavy- -laden, with a 
ieule of your iuiquities. Condemn yourſelves. 
Renounce all reliance ou any thing of your own. 
Loet your truſt be in the tender mercy of Gov, for 
ever and ever. 


In them hath he ſet a n for the u 
Bchold him coming forth, from the chambers of 


the eaſt. See! the clouds, like floating curtains, 
are thrown back at his approach. With what re- 
fulgent majeſty does he walk abroad! How tranſ- 


_ cendently bright in his countenance; ſhedding e 


aud inexhauttible light, through the univerſe! Is 


there a ſceae, though finiſhed by the moſt elaborate 


and coſtly refinements of human art, “ compara- 
fle to theſeilluftrious ſolemnities of opening ſun- 
« ſhine? Before theſe, all the ſtudied pageantry of 


« the theatre! the glittering cexconomy of an aſ. 
* aſſembly; or even the heightened ornaments of 
MY « 2098) palace; hide their ee heads, and 
00 ſhrive 


The lines that follow, are admirably deſcriptive of the 

ſpirit and practice hinted above. in them deſire pants; pray- 
er wreſtles; and faith, as it were, graſps the prize.— = 
I take leave to tranſplant them into this place, becauſe they 
have the misfortune to grow in a very obſcure ſituation. Their 


native ſoil, is n> other than the lamentation of a ſinner, writ- 


ten by Mr. Sternhold. Notwithſtanding the unpromiſing Ge- 
nius of the performance, I think, we may challenge the 
prong maſters, to produce any ching more tpirited,. and im- 


yortunate: more full of nature, or more fluſhed with life, 


Mercy, good LORD, Mercy I crave; 

| This is the total ſum; _ 

For mercy, LORD, is all my ben | 

LORD, let thy mercy come. 

The ſhort ſentences—Nor a ſingle copulative————The fre- 
quent repetition of the divine name: 
reiteration of the bleſſing, ſo carneſtly deſired; ſo infinitely 
needed. Theſe are the genuine language of ardour; are 
beauties obvious to every eye; and cannot fail, either to pleaſe 
the judicious taſte, or to edify the gracious heart. 


-The almoſt inceſſant 
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* ſhrink into nothing I have read of a perſon, 
ſo ſtruck with the ſplendors of this noble luminary ; 
that he imagined himſelf made on purpdſe to con- 
template 1ts glories. O! that chriſtians would 


adopt his perſuaſion, and transfer it to the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs! Thus applied, it would ceaſe to be 
a chimerical notion, and become a moſt important 


truth. For ſure I am, it is the fupreme happineſs, 
of the eternal ſtate; and therefore may well be the 


ruling concern, of this preſent life; © to know the 


_ only true Gop, * and Jxsus Cunisr, whom he 
«© hath ſent.” —Nor do I ſtand alone in this opini- 


on. One of the moſt unqueſtionable judges, of 
whatever is valuable in ſcience, or perſective of 
our nature; a judge, who formed his taſte on the 


maxims of paradiſe, and received the finiſhings of 
his education in the third heavens; this judge, de- 
termines to know nothing © but Jxsus CHRIST, 


and him crucified.” He poſſeſſed, in his own per- 
ſon, the fineſt, the moſt 8e accompliſhments: 


and yet pronounces them no better than dung, in 
com pariſon of the © ſuper eminent excellency of 
this ſaving knowledge. 

MxTHINKS, I diſcern a \enfand admirable pro- 


perties in the ſun. is, certainly, the beſt mate- 


rial emblem of the Creator. There 1s more of Gop 


in its luſtre, energy, and uſeſulnels, than in auy 


other viſible being. To worſhip it as a deity, was 
the leaſt inexcuſable of all the heathen idclatries. 


One ſcarce can wonder that fallen reafon ſhould. 
miſtake ſo fair a copy, for the adorable original. 


No compariſon, in the whole book of ſacred wit 


dom, pleaſes me more; than that which reſembles 


the bleſſed ]x$&us, to yonder regent of the day 1: 


Who now advances on his azure road, to ſeatter 


light and gladneſs through the nations. 
W HAT 
* 'To OTE Thy YIWTEWS, 


+ Unto. you that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of N 
neſs ariſe, wich healing 1 in his wings. Mal. iv. 2. 


. 
De 


and let torth the morn. 
opens ! the heavens are paved with azure aud | 
ſtrewed with roſes. A variety of the livelieſt ver- 
dures, array the plains. The flowers put on a 
glow, of the richeſt colours. The whole creation 
Hands forth, dreſſed in all the charms of beauty. 


ce rel!!! 


reſtleſs 1 impatience, © Where is Gop my Maker ?“ 
For we are allowed to contemplate the brightneſs of 
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W HAT were all the realms of che world, but a 
dungeon of darkueſs, without the Penne of the 


tans All their tine ſcenes, hid under ſhades, loſt 


in obſcurity.—In vain, we roll around our eyes in 


the midnight gloom: In vain, we ſtrive to behold 
the features ot amiable nature: 'Yurn whither we 
will, no form or comelineſs appear: All ſeems a 


dreary waſte; an undiſtiuguithed chaos; till the 
reiuruing hours, have unbarred the gates of light, 
—Theu, what a proſpect 


The raviſhed eye looks round, and wonders. 


Ab what had been the condition of our intel- 
lectual nature, without the great Redeemer, and bis 
divine revelation ? Alas! What abſurd aud un- 
_ worthy apprehenſions, did the pagan ſages form 
of Gop! What idle dreams, what childiſh con- 


jectures, were their doctrines of a future ſtate! 


And how did the bulk, even of that favoured na- 


ion, the Jews, weary themſelves in very vanity, 


to obtain peace and reconciliation with their offend- 
ed Jryovan: Till Jzsus aroſe upon our benight- - 
ed minds, and brought life and immortality to 
light; till he aroſe, © to enlighten the wretched 


0 "Gentiles, and to be the glory of his people I. 
Now, we no longer cry out, with a 


lis glory, aud the expieſs image of his perſon, “in 
the face of InSsUS CHRIST. Now, we no longer 


| Inquire, with au unſatisfied ſolicitude, “ Which 


is the way to bliſs?“ Becauſe Jxsus has marked 


the path, by his ſhining example; and left us an 


N clue, in his holy word. Now, we 


have 
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have no more reaſon to proceed with miſgiving 
hearts, in out journey to eternity; or to atk anxi- 
ouſly, as we go, Who will roll away the ſtone, 
aud open the everlaſting doors? W ho will re- 
„ move the flaming {word, and give us adnuthion 
into the delights of Paradiſe?” For it is done, all 
done, by the Captain of our Salvation. Sin be 
bas expiated, by the unblemiſhed ſacrifice of him- 
ſelf. The law he has fulfilled, by his perlect obe- 


dience. The Sinner be transforms, by bis ſancti- 


fying Sp181T.—Iu a word; he hath both preſented 


us with a clear diſcovery, 'of good things to come; 


and adminiſtered to us an abundant eutrance, into 
the final enjoyment of them. 

_ WHENEVER, therefore, we bleſs Gov for the 
circliug ſeaſons, and revolving day; let us adore, 


thankfully adore him, for the more precious ap- 
pearance of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and his glori- 
ous goſpel. Without which, we ſhould have been 


groping, even to this hour, in ſpiritual darkneſs, 


and the ſhadow of death: without which, we muſt 
have been bewildered in a maze of incxtricable 
uncertainties; and have © ſtumbled upon the dark 
„ mountains” of error, till we ſell into the bot- 


tomleſs pit of perdition. 0 
WITHOUT that grand enliveniug principle, 


what were this carth, but a lifelels maſs? a rude 


lump of inactive matter? The trees could never 
break forth into leaves, nor the plants ſprivg up 
into lowers. We ſhould no more behold the wea- 
 dows, mantled over with green ; nor the valleys, 
ſtanding thick with corn. Or, to ſpeak in the beau- 
tiful language of a prophet, © * No longer would 
ce the fig- tree bloſſom, nor fruit be on the vine: the 
c labour of the olive would fail, and the fields 


could yield no meat: the flocks muſt be cut off 
from the fold, and there would be no herd iu the 


** Ralls.” This darts its beams among all the ve- 


gctable 
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getable tribes; and paints the ſpring, and enric hes 


the autumn. This pierces to the roots of the vine- 
yard, and the orchard; and ſets a-float thoſe ſer- 


menting juices, which at length burſt into floods of 
wine, or bend the boughs with a mellow load. — 
Nor are its favours conhued to the upper regions; 
but diſtributed even unto the deepeſt receſſes of crea- 


tion. It penetrates the beds of metals, and finds 
Its way to © the place of the ſapphires.“ It tinc- 


tures the ſeeds of gold, that are ripening into ore; 


and throws a brilliancy i into the water of the dia- 


mond, that is hardening on its rock. In ſhort; the 

beneficial agency of this magnificent luminary, is 
inexprelſible. It beautifies, and impregnates, uni- 
verſal nature. There 1 1s Oy hid from the 
« heat thereof. 
Jes in the ſame manner, were the rational 
world dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, without the reviv- 


Ing energy of Jusvs CHRIST. He is © the reſur- 
rection, and the life?” The ali-powerſul cauſe of 
the one, and overflowing fountain of the other. 


« The ſecond Adam is a quickening ſpirit,” and all 
his ſaints live through him. He ſhines upon their 
_ affections; and they ſhoot forth into heavenly graces, 


-- and abound in the fruits of ri ghteouſneſs. Faith 


unfeigned, and love unikat ed, thoſe nobleſt 


productions of the renewed nature, are the effect 


of his operations on the mind. Not ſo much as 


one divine diſpoſition could ſpread itſelf, not one : 


chriſtian habit unfold and flouriſh, withour the 
kindly influences of his grace. 

As there is no fruitfulneſs, ſo likewiſe no chearful- 
neſs ®, without the ſun. W hen that auſpicious 
ſovereign of the day, diffuſes the mildneſs of his 


morning 


* „ The ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the univerſe, 
** and produces all the neceſſaries of life, has a particular in- 


« fluence in chearing the mind of man, and making the heart 
+ glad,” Spec. Vol. V. No 387, 
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morning ſplendors; all creatures are aliens by 


his prelence, are gladdened with his gifts. Mit- 


lions of glittering inſects awake into exiſtence, aud 
baſk in his rays. The birds ſtart from their flum— 
bers, and pour their delighted fouls in harmony. 


The flocks, with bleating accents, hail the wel- 
come bleſhng. The herds, in lowing murmurs, 


cu preſs their hoarſer acclamations. The valleys 
ring with rural muſic: the hills echo back the art- 


Iefs firains. All that is vocal, joins 1n the general 


choir: all that has breath, exults in the chearing 


influence. - Whereas, let that radiant orb be ecli pl- 


ed, only for a few minutca; and all nature, im— 


mediately, aſſumes an air of {adneſs. The heavens 


put on a kind of mourning. 'The moſt ſprightly 


animals droop their wings, or hang down their de- 
jected heads. The ſonglters of thegrove are {iruck 


dumb. The voice of joy ceaſes. Howling beaſts 


roam abroad ſor prey: Ominous birds come forth 
and ſcreech: the heart of man fails, and a chilling 
| horror ſeizes the foreboding mind.—So, when | 


CuRI15T hides away his face; when faith loſcs light 


of that conſolation of Irael; Oh! how gloomy are 
the proſpects of the foul! our Gop ſeenis to be a 
conſuming fire, and our ſius cry loudly for ven- 
geance. The thoughts bleed inwardly; the chriſti- 
an walks heavily; all without is irkſome; all with. 


in is difconſolate.—Lift up then, molt gracious 
Insus, thou nobler day-ſpring from on high! O 


lift wp the light of thy countenance, upon thy 
people! Reveal the fulneſs of thy mediatorial ſu- 
ficieuey; make elear our title to this great talv ati 
on; and thereby impart 


What nothing earthly g. gives, or CAN deſtroy, 
The ſoul's calm ſun-ſhiue, and the heart-ſelt 
Joy: --- . © 45:2 POPE 
In one inflance more, let me purſue the ſimilitude. 
The ſun, I objerve, ſhoots his beams every way; 
| rs ge; 5 boch 
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_ propagated to the laſt ages of mankind. 5 
they, ere long, viſit the remoteſt chmates, aud 
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both backwards and forwards; to every point in 


the compals, as well as to every quarter under hea- 
ven. 'The caſt reddens, with his ritivg radiance; 
and the weſtern hills are gilded with his ſtreaming 
tplendors. The chilly regions of the north, are 


cheared by his genial warmth; while the ſouthern 


tracts, glow with his Hre.— 1 has: are the iu fluences ot 
the Sun ol Righteoulnets, diffuſive and unconfined. 
The generations of old felt them; and generations 
yet unborn, will rejoice in them. The merits of 
his precious death extended to the firſt, and will be 
May 


51655 corners of the earth ! Command thy goſpel, 


bleſſed Jxsus, thy everlalting gofpel, to take tie 
wings ot the morning, and travel with yonder lun. 


Let it fly upon ſtrong pinions among every people, 


nation, aud language: that where the heat broils, 


and the cold freezes, thou mayeſl be known, COu- 


tefſed, and adored: That firangers to thy name, and 
enemies to thy doctrines, may be enlightened with 


the knowledge, and won to the love, of thy 


Truth! O may that beſt of æras come; that with- 
ed for period advance; when © All the ends of the 
« world ſhall remember themſelves, and be turned 


„ unto the Loxp; and all the kindreds of the na- 
tions worſhip before him!“ 

FRou the heaveus, we retire to the ak; 
Here, the drome ot dew, like fo many liquid cryl- 
tals“, ſparkle upon the eye. How brilliant, and 


unſallicd: is their lulire; How little inferior to the 

proud lone, that irradiates a monarch's crown! 

Ihey want nothing but ſolidity, and permanency, to 
equal them with the fineſt tres fures, of the jewel- 


ler's caſket. But here, indeed, they are greatly 
deſicient; ſhort-lived ornaments; poſſeſſed of little 
more, than a momentary radiancy. The ſun, that 
lights 

* Now morn, ker #7 fleps i in th' ealtern elime 
Advancing, ſow'd the earth with orient pearl. 
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lights them up, will foon exhalethem. Within inather 

hour, w EINSY look for their place, and they ſhall be 
away. Oh! may every good reſolution of mine, and 
of my flocks; may our united breathings after Gov, 
not be like theſe tranfient decorations of tne morning; 
but like the ſubſtantial glories of the growing day ! 
Theſe ſhine more and more, with augmented ſplen- 


dors; while thoſe, having glittered gatly for a little 
. while, diſappear, and are loſt, 


How ſeufibly has this dew refreſhed the vegetable 


kingdoms | The fervent heat of yeſterday's ſun, had 
al moſt parched the face, and exhauſted the ſweets 
of nature. But, what a ſovereign reſtorative, are 
theſe cooling diſtillations of the night! How they 
gladden, and invigorate, the languiſhing herbs! 
Sparkled with theſe reviving drops, their verdure 


deepeus; their bloom is new fluſhed; their ira- 
grance, faint or intermitted, becomes potent and co- 


pious. So, does the ev er. bleſſed SPIRIT revive the 
_ drooping troubled conſcience of a fiuner. When 7 
that almighty comforter ſhed his ſweet influence on 


the ſoul; diſplays the all-ſullictent ſacrifice of a 


Divine Redeemer; and © witnefles with our Spirit,“ 
that we are interefted in the Saviour, and, by this 
means, are children of GOD; then, what a plea- 
ing change enſues ! Former anxieties are 1emember- 
ed no more. Every unealy apprehenſion vaniſhes, 
Soothing hopes and delightful expectations, ſucceed. 
I be countenance drops its dejected mien; the eyes 
brighten with a lively chearfulneſs; while che lips 
expreſs the heart- felt ſatisfaction, in the language of 
thanklgiving, and the voice of melody.—jn this 


ſenſe, merciiul God, be as the dew unto Iſrael! 


Pour upon them the continual dew of thy ble _ 
« ſing.“ And oh! let not my fleece be dry, while 


. benediction deſcends upon all around. 


Wuo can number theſe pearly drops? They 
hang on every hedge; twinkle from every ſpray; 
and adorn the whole herbage of the field. Not a 
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blade of graſs, not a ſingle leaf, but wears theſe 
watery pendants. So vaſt is the protution, that it 
baffles the arithmetician's art. 
benevolent breaſt contemplate, with delight, that 


emphatical ſcripture; which deſcribes the increaſe 
of the Melffiab's kingdom, ſrom this elegant ſimili- 


tude. The royal prophet, ſpeaking of CHERISx, 
and foretelliz ig rhe ſucceſs of his religion, has this 
remarkable expreſlion“ = , The dew. ot thy birth is 


pPſalm ex. 3. in bp > mp BN. The moſt ex- 
act tranſlation of uhis difficult pailage i is, I apprehend, as fol- 


lows; pre rore uteri auroræ, tibi eſt ros juventulis vel prolis | 
tue. The dew of thy birth is larger, more copious, than the 


dow which proceeds from the womb of the morning.—] can- 
net acquieſce in the new verſion; becanſe that disjoins the 
worab of the morning, from; The dew of thy birth: W here- 
as they ſeem to have a clear affinity, and cloſe connection. 
The worab of the morning is with abundance of elegance, 


applied to the conception and protection of dews; agreeably 
to a delicate line, in that great maſter of juſt deſcription, and 


lively paiming; Mr. Thomfon: 


T he meek- ey d morn © appears, mothe er of dews. | 
: Summer. 


- Job, I remember, hath a 8 expreſſion, that may ſerve 
to confirm this remark; and illuſtrate the propriety of the 


phraſe uſed in this cone en: Harth dhe rain a father, 


or who hath begotten the drops of dew ?” It ſeems, the ori- 
ental writers delighted to repreſent the dew, as a kind of 
birth, as the offspring of the morning. And it lo, ſurely there 


could be no image in the whole compafs of the univerſe, better 


adapted to the pſalmiſt's purpoſe; or more ſtrongly ſignifi- 
cant of thoſe multitudes of proſelytes which were“ born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God ;” by the powerful energy of his word and Spirit, 
Upon this ſuppolition, the u hole verſe deſcribes | 


The v illing {ubjeciion, 
The gracious accompliſhments, 
And che vai number, 


| Ls FROM Converts. 


d. In the day of thy power, when thy glorions goſpel ſhall 
bo publiſhed 1 in the worid, and accompanied with marvellous 


eil RVvacy: 


5 


In that meinorable pert ind, Ne people, diſeontinu- 


| ing 


Here let the 


of 
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of the womb of the morning; (i. e.) As the morn- 
ing is the mother of deus; produces them, as It 
were, from a prolihc womb; and ſcatters them 


with the moſt {laviſh abundance, over all the fur- 
„ . face 


ing the former oblations, commanded under the Moſaic law ; 
{tall devote themſelves, as ſo many living ſacrifices, to thy 
hononr. Not conſtrained by force, but charmed with thy 
excellency, they ſhall come in volunteers to thy ſervice, and 


de free-will-offerings in thy church. Neither ſhall they be 


« empty vines”, or bare profeſſors; but ſhall walk in all the 
beauties of holineſs, and bring forth ſuch amiable fruit, as 
will adorn the doctrine. they embrace.————-And, what is 
{till more defirable, they ſhall be as numerons, as they are 


willing and holy, born to thee in numbers, even more im- 


menſe and inconceivable, than the drops of dew, which are 


begotten by the night, and iſſue from the womb of the recent 
morning. 7 „ N 


By this interpretation, the text, I think, is cleared of its 


obſcurity, and appears both truly ſublime, and perfectly juſt. 
- May I be F the digreſſion, and acquitted from pre- 


ſumption, if, on this occaſion, I take leave to animadyert 


upon what ſeems harſh and unnatural in the common expoſt- 
tion of the laſt verſe of this plalm ? All the commentators (at 
leaft, all that I have had opportunity to conſult,) inform their 


readers, that to drink of the brook in the way, ſignifies to 


undergo ſufferings and death: Which, in my opinion, is a 
conſtruction extremely forced, and hardly ſupportable; alto- 
gether remote from the import of ſuch poctical forms of dic- 


tion, uſual among the eaſtern nations. In thofe ſultry climes, 
nothing in the world could be more welcome to the traveller, 
than a brook ſtzeaming near his paths. To quench his thirſt, 
and lave his feet in the cooling current, was one of the great- 


eſt refreſhments imaginable, and re-animated him to purſue 
his journey. For which reaſon, among others, Brooks are 
a very favourite image with the inſpired penman; uſed to 


denote a ſituation fertile and delightful, or a ſtare of pleaſure 
and ſatisſaction; but never, that I can recollect, to picture 
out the contrary condition of tribulation and diſtreſs. 


The water-floods, indeed, in the ſacred writings, often 


repreſent ſome imminent danger, or grievous afffiction. But 
then they are not — nn th: Streams fo calm, that 
they keep within their banks, and glide quietly by the travel- 


ler's footſteps; fo clear, that they are fit for the way-faring 


man's uſe, and invite his lips to a draught; both which no- 
lions are plainly implied in the text They are rather ai 
| | ; boiſterous 
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face of the Earth: So ſhall thy ſeed be, O thou 
everlaſting Father! By the preaching of thy word, 


ſhall ſuch an innumerable race of regenerate chil- 


dren be born unto thee, and fill all lands. Milli- 


ons, millions of willing Converts, ſhall croud into 


thy family, and repleniſh thy Church; till they 
become like the ſtars of heaven, or the ſands of the 
ſea, for multitude; or even as numberleſs as theſe 
nne ſpang es, which now cover the face of nature. 


l 


botfterons billows; burſting over a ſhip, or daſhing them- 
ſelves, with dreadful impetuofity, upon the ſhore : Or 
—ſweeping inundations; that drown the neighbouring 
country, and bear down all before them —— beſides, in theſe 


inſtances of horror, we never find the word ].“ He ſhall 

drink;“ which conveys a pleaſing idea (unleſs, when it relates 
to a cup, filled with bitter intoxicating, or impoiſoned li- 

quors, a caſe quite differen, from that under conſideration) ; but 


either 55 


elſe—ppw and nay=——vhich ſignify to ruſh 


wWhelm; and even to bury under the waves. | : 

Upon the whole: May not the paſſage more properly allude 
to the influences of the Holy Ghoſt? which were commu- 
nicated, in unmeaſurable degrees, to our great high-prieſt; 


upon; to over- 


and were, in fact, the cauſe of his ſurmounting all diffi- 
Culties——theſe are irequently repreſented by warers : « W hoſo 


* believeth on me, oat of his belly ſhall flaiy rivers of livin 
waters.“ And the enjoyment of them is deſcribed by drinking; 
+ He that drinketh of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall 
_<« neverthirſt,”. | 

nected and perſpicuous manner. If it be aſked, how ſhall 
the Redeemer be able to execute the various and important 
offices, foretold in the preceding parts of the pſalm? the 
prophet replies, he ſhall drink of the brook in the way. He ſhall 


not be left barely to his human nature, which muſt unavoid- | 
ably fink under rhe tremendous work” of recovering a loſt 


World: But, thro' the whole conrſe of his incarnate ſtate, 

thro' the whole adminiſtration of his mediatorial king- 

dom, thall be ſupported with omnipotent ſuccours. He 
ſhall drink at the brook of almighty power, and travel on 

in the greatneſs of an uncreated ftre; — 

ſhall he lift up his head. By this means, ſhall he be equal to 

the prodigious teſt, and ſuperior to all oppoſition. By this 


means, {hall he be N ſucceſsful, in whatever he 
undertak | 


cs; and greatly triumphant oyer all his enemies, 


which imports terror and aſtoniſhment, or 


Then the ſenſe may run in this well-con- 


rength———— Therefore 
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ee Behold then, ye obſtinately wicked, though 
you- © are not gathered, yet «i the Saviour be 
„ glorious.” His delign thajl not mifcarry, nor 
his labour prove aborti ve; tho” you render it of none 
eflect, with regard to yourſelves. Think not, that 
IMMANUEL will want belicvers, or Heaven inhabi- 
tants, becauſe you continue incorrigible. No; the 
Lamb that was flain, will * ſee of the travail of 
„his ſoul, and be ſatisfied;“ in a never failing 
feries of faithful people below, and an immenſèe 
choir of glorified Saints above: who ſhall form his 
retinue, and ſurround his throne, in ſhining and 

triumphant armies, ſuch as no man can number. 
HERE, I was reminded of the various expedi— 
ents which providence, unſearchably wife, uſes, 
to trucuiy both the material. aud intellectual world. 
Sometimes, you ſhall have impetuous and 
heavy ſhowers, burſting from the angry clouds. 
They laſh the plains, and make the rivers foam. A 
ſtorm brings them, and a deluge follows them. — At 
other times, theſe gentle dews are formed, in the 
ſerene evening air; they ſteal down by ſoft degrees, 
and with raſeakble ſtillneſs; fo lubtle, that they de- 
cei ve the nicelt eye; ſo lileat, that they eſcape the 
moſt delicate ear —Yet, theſe very differcut Ope- 
rations, concur in the ſame beneficial end; aud 1m- 

part fertility to the lap of nature. py. ſonic 
have I known, reclaimed from the babe! 
works of darkneſs, by violent and ſevere means. 
The almighty addreſſed their ſtubborn hearts, as 
He addreſſed the Ifraclites at Sinai, with lightning 
in his eyes, and thunder in his voice. The mind, 
ſmit with a ſenſe of guilt, and apprehenfive of 
8 vengeance, trembled through all her pow- 
; Juſt as that ſtrong mountain tottered to its 
3 Pangs and agonies preceded their new birth. 
They travelled in pain, and were reduced to the 
foreſt extremities, before they found reſt to their 
fopls,—Others have been recovered ſrom a vain 
Cconverlations 
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converſation, by methods more mild Sid attractive. 
The Father of ſpirits applied himſelf tot heir ten- 
der conſciences, in © a ſtill and ſmall voice.” His 
grace came down, as the rain into a fleece of wool; 
or as theſe ſoftening drops, that now water the earth. 


The kingdom of Gop took place in their hearts, 
WET. noiſe or obſervation. They palled from 

death unto life, from a carnal to a regenerate ſlate, 
dy almoſt imperceptib! le advances. The tranſition 
reſembled the growth of corn: was very viſible, 


when affected; though ſcarce ſenſible, while ac- 
compliſhing. —O thou author and finiſher of our 


faith, recal us from our wanderings, and re-unite 


us to thyſelf! Whether thou alarm us with thy 


terrors, or allure us with thy {miles; whet ker thou 


drive us with the ſcourges of conviction, or draw 
us with the cords of love: let us, in any-wile, 


return to thee; for thou art our lupreme good; thou 


art our only happineſs. 


BEFORE { proceed furtaer, let me afcend the tors:-- 


race, and take one ſurvey of the neighbouring 
_coumtry.—O! What a proſpect ruſnes upon my 
light; how vaſt; how various; how *< full and 


10 plenteous with all manner of ſtore!“ Nature's 
whole wealth! 


„bis hand, and filled all things living with plen- 
* teouſneſs.“ 


Theſe are thy g glorious works, parent of gogd, 
Almighty! Thine this univerſal frame. 


Thus wond'rous fair ! Thy! {elf how wond'rous 

- men! Mir. 

The fields are covered deep, and ſtand thick, 
v.ith corn. They expand the milky grain to the 


lun; in order to receive from his beams, a more 


* „ em 


What a rich and inexhauſtible 
magazine is Tre furniſhing ſubfiftence for every 
creature! Methiuks, J read, in theſe ſpacious vo- 
ljumes, a moſt lively comment, upou that noble ce- 
lebration of the Divine Beneficence; ce he openeth 


[ | 
* 
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firm confiſtence, and a golden hue: that they may 


be qualiſied, to fill the hufbandman's barn with 


plenty, and his heart with gladuelſs. 


Yoxvpxrs lie the 00 s, ſmoothed into a per- 
fect level; decorated with an embroidery of the 
gayeſt flowers; and loaded with“ ſpontaneous crops 
ot herbage: which, converted iuto hay, will prove 


a moſt commodious provition for the barrenneſs of 
winter; will ſupply with fodder our ſerviceable 


animals, when all the verdure of the i is kill- 
ed by froſts, or buried in ſnows. A winding 


_ tream glides along the fowery margin; and re- 
ceives the image of the bending ſetes, and wa- 
ters the roots of many a branching wulow. *Tis 
ſtocked, no doubt, with variety of fiſh; that afford 
a ſolitary div erſiou to the angler, and nouriſh for 
his table a delicious treat. Nor is it the only me- 
Tit of this liquid element, to maintain the finny 
nations; it allo carries cleanlineſs, aud diſpenſes 


truitfulnels, | where ever it rolls the cryſtal cur- 
rent: : 
Tas paſtures, with their verdent mounds, ches 


quer the proſpect: and prepare a ſtanding repaſt 


{or our cattle, There, © our oxen are made irons 


* to labour; and our ſheep bring forth thoufauds, 


and ten thouſands, There, the horſe acquires 
vigour, for the diſpatch of our buſineſs, and ipeed, 
to expedite our journeys. From thence, the kine 
bring home their udders, diſtended with one of the 
richeſt, and bealthieſt liquors, in the world. 

ON ſeveral ſpots, a grove of trees like ſome 


grand colonnade, erects its towering head, Every 
one projects a friendly ſhade for che beaſts; and 
creates a hoſpitable lodging, for the birds. Every | 


one ſtands ready, to farniſh timber for a place; 
maits 
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maſts for a navy; or, with a more condeſcending 
courtely, fuel for our hearths.—— One of them 
leems {kirted with a wild uncultivated heath; which, 
ke well difpoſed ſhades in painting, throws an 
additional luſtre on the more ornamented parts of: 
the landſcape. Nor is its uſefulneſs, like that ol 
a foil, relative only, but real. There, ſeveral 
valuable creatures are produced, and accommo- 
dated; without any expence, or care of ours. There 
likew iſe, fpring abundance of thoſe herbs, which 
 alluage the ſmart of our wounds, and allay the 
hery "tumults ef the fever; which impart floridity 
to our circulating fluids, add a more vigorous tone 
to our active folds; and, thereby, FEPULr the de- 
cays of gur enſeebled conſtitution, 
NZeRnER the houſes, one perceives a ſpacious 
ſpread of branches; not fo ſtately as the oaks, but 
more amiable for their anuual ſervices. A little 
while ago, I beheld them; and all was one beaute- 


cus, boundleſs, waſte of bloſſoms. The cye mar- 


_velled at the lovely fight; and the beart rejoiced, 
in the proſpect of autumnal plenty. But now, 
the blooming maid is reſigned, for the uſeful ma- 
tron: The flower is fallen, and the Ruit ſwells out 
on every twig.— Breathe ſoft, ye winds! Oh, ſpare 
the tender fruitage, ye ſurly blaſts ! Let the pear- 
tree ſuckle her Juicy progeny ; till they drop into 
our hands, and diſſolve in our mouths. Let the 
plum hang unmoleſted upon her boughs; till ſhe 
fatten her delicious fleſh, and cloud her poliſhed 
ſkin with blue. And as for the apples, that ſta- 
ple commodity of our orchards, let no injurious 
ſhocks precipitate them immaturally to the ground; 
till revolving ſuns, have tinged them with ruddy 
complection, aud concocted them into an ex- 
utfite flavour. Then, what innumerable claſſes, 
of what burniſhed rinds, and what delighted reliſh- 
es, will repleniſh the ſtore- room! Some to preſent. 
us with an early entertainment, and refreſh our 
palares 
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palates amidſt the ſultry heats; ſome, to borrow 
ripeneſs from tne falling nous, and carry autumn 
into the depths of wiuter: Some, to adoru the fal- 
ver, make a part of the deſſert, and give an agree- 


able cloſe to our feaſts: Others, to {ll our ats 
with a foaming flood; which, mellowed by age, 


may ſparkle in the olaſs, with a livelineſs and de- 
es, little inferior to the blood of the grape. 
I ozservE ſeveral ſmall incloſures, which ſeem 
to be apprehenfive of ſome hoſtile viſit from the 
north; and, therefore, are delended, on that quar- 


ter, by a thick wood, or a lofty will: at the lame. 


time, they cultivate an uninterrupted correſpon- 
dence with the fouth; ad throw open their whole 

dimeuſions, to its friendly warmth. One, in par- 
ticular, lies, within the reach of a diſtinguiſhing 


view; aud proves to be an olitory. It looks, me- 


thinks, like a plain and frugal republic. What- 
ever may reſenible the pomp 'of courts, or the cn 
figns of royalty, is baniſhed from this humble com- 


munity. None of the productions of the kitchen 


garden affect finery, but all are habited with per. 
fect decency. Here, thoſe celebrated qualities arc 


_ eminently united. The utmoſt implicity with the 
cxacteſt neatneſs +, 


has aſhgned to each family, a proper and diſtin 
abode. So that there is no contuſion, amidſt a 


great multitude; becauſe every indiv idual | is aſloct- 


ated with propriety, and all the tribes are ranged 


with regularity.—But, if it be pleaſing to behold 
their orderly fituation, and their modelt beauties; 


how delightful, io conſider the advantages, they 


oy W hat a tand of choice accommodations is 


re | W hat a lource ot wholeſome dainties ! and 


all, 
* — 1 


Uſque ad mala Her- 
_ + Simplex munditlis. Hor. 


0 


A ſkilful hand bas parcel- 
led out the whole ground, into narrow beds, and 


iatervening alleys. The ſame diſcreet management 
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all, for the enjoyment of man. Why does the | 
parſly, with her trizzled locks, ſhagg the border, 
or why the celery, with her whitening arms, per- 
forate the mould; but to render his ſoups ſavoury? 
'The aſparagus ſhoots its tapering ſtems, to offer 
him the firit-fruits of the ſeaſon; and the arti- 
choak ſpreads its turgid top, in order to give him 


a treat of vegetable marrow. The tendrils of the 


* cucumber creep into the ſun; and, though baſk- 


ing in its hotteſt rays, they ſecrete for their maſter, 


and barrel up for his uſe, the moſt cooling juices 
of the ſoil. The beans fand firm, like files of em- 


battled troops; the peaſe reſt upon their props, 
like ſo many companies of invalids; while both 


repleniſh their pods with the fatneſs of the earth, 
on purpoſe to pour it on their owner's table.— 


Not one ſpœcice, among all this variety of herbs, 
is a cun:berer of the ground. Not a fingle plant, 
but is good for food, or ſome way ſalutary. And, 


with ſo beneficent an ceconomy, are the ſeveral 
periods of their miniſtration ſettled; that no por- 
tion of the year is left deſtitute of ſach nouriſhing 


elculents, as are beft ſuited to the temperature of 
| the air, and the ſtate of our bodies.—O ! why 
ſhould the poſſeſſor of ſo valuable a ſpot, envy the 


condition of kings? f Since he may daily walk 
amidſt 


* Virgil, with great conciſeneſs, and equal propriety, def. 


cribes the cucumber, 


Tortuſque per herbam | 
Crefoeret i in ventrem. Cucumis— 


Milton has (if we admit Dr. Bently's alteration, which is, 


I think, in this place, unqueſtionably Juſt) almoſt wranſlated 
the Latin Post. 


„3 crept 
The ſwelling gourd— 


Georg. IV. Par. "Loft B. VII. E 320, 


+ Hic rarum tamen in dumis olus, albaque circum 


Lilia, verbenaſque premens, veſcumque papaver, 
| Regum ꝙquabat opes animis : ſeraque revertens 
Nocte domum, da Pibus menſas onerabat inemptis. 


Virg. Georg. IV, 1, 138: 


FLOWER-GARDEN, 93 


amidſt rows of peaccable and obſequious ſubjeRs, 
Every one of which tenders him ſome agreeable | 

reſent, and pays him a willing tribute. Such as 
is moſt excellently adapted, both to ſupply his 
wants, and to regale his taſle: to furniſh him, at 
once with plenty, and with pleaſure. 

Ar a diſtance, one deſcries the mighty hills: 
they heave their huge ridges among the clouds; aud 
ook like the barriers of "kingdoms, or the bounda-. 

Ties of nature. Bare and deformed as their ſurface 
may appear, their bowels are fraught with inward 

treaſures; treaſures, lodged. faſt in the quarries, or 
ſunk deep in the mines. From thence, induſtry 
may draw her implements; to plow the foil, to 
reap the grain, and procure every neceſſary conve- 
nience. From thence, art may fetch her materials; 


do rear the dome, to ſwell the organ, and lorm the 


nobleſt ornaments of politer Ie. 
Ox another ſide, the great deep terminates the 
view. © There go the ſhips: there is that levi- 
«© athan;” and there, in that world of waters, an 
inconceivable number of animals have their habi- 
tation. This is the capacious ciſtern of the uni- 
verſe; that admits, as into a receptacle; and diſ- 
tributes, as from a reſervoir; whatever waters the 
whole globe. There is not a fountain, that guſhes 
in the unfrequented deſart; not a rivulet, that flows | 
in the remoteſt continent; not a cloud that ſwims 
in the higheſt regions of the firmament; but is ſed. 
by this all-repleniſhing ſource The ocean is the 
grand vehicle of trade, and the uniter of diſtant 
natious: to us it is peculiarly kind, not only as it 
wafts into our ports, the harveſt of every climate; 
renders our iſland the centre of traffick; but alſo 
as it ſecures us from foreign invaſions, by a ſort of 
impregnable entrenchment . _ 
METUINEsS, 


Whoſe rampart was the fea, Nahum iii. 8. | 
EY I hope, 
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againſt the King of Kings. Conſequently, his 
whole patrimony became confiſcated: as well the 
Portion of temporal good things, ſettled upon the 
human race during their minority; as that ever- 
laſting heritage reſerved for their enjoyment, when 
they thould come to foll age. But the“ feed of 
the woman,” inſtantly interpoſing, took oft the 
attainder, and redeemed the alienated inheritance. 
The firſt Adam being diſinberited, the ſecond. 
Adam © was appointed heir of all things „ viſible 
as well as invitble: and we hold our poſſeſſion of 
the oue; we expect an 1aftatement in the other; 
purely by virtue of our alliance to him, and our 
union with him. N 
3. Cuxr37 upholds them, which: would thei 
wife tumble into ruin——By him, ſays the Oracle 
of Inſpiration, all things Sonik. lis linger rolls 
| the | 


* Heb. i. 2.—in this eule at leaſt, Chriſt is the Saviour of 
all men. The former and latter rain; the precious fruits of 
the earth; food to eat, and raiment to put on ;—all theſe 
he purchaſed even for his irreclaimable enemies. They eat of 
his bread, who liſt up their heel againſt him. ER 

We learn from hence, in what a peculiar and endearing 
'izhr, the Chriſtian is to contemplate X things that are ſeen. 
Heathens mighr diſcover an eternal power, and infinite wiſ- 
dom, in the ſtructure of the univerſe: Hearhens might ac- 
knowledge a moſt ſtupendous liberality, 1 in the unreſerved grant 
of the w hole fabric, with all its furniture, to the ſervice of 
man. But the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in mind his for- 
feiture of them, and the price paid to redeem them. He ſhould 
receive the gifts of indulgent providence, as the Ifraclites 
received the law, from the hand of a Mediator; or rather, 
to him they ſhould come, not only iſſuing from the ſtores of 
an unbounded bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that 
crimſon tide, which ſtreamed from Immanuel's veins. 

+ Col. i. 17. I beg leave to ſubjoin St. Chryſoſtom's pertt- 
nent and beauritul note, upon the pallage; by which it will 
appear, that the ſentiment of thele ſectione, is not merely a 
priv ate opinion, but the avowed belief of the primitive church. 
18 rer, lay $ the eloque en! father, Slg οντντ KEE A 1 T UT%G= 
rag; & H $0705 E975 = TS Un OYT0g £45 50 £406 ,t cn R HOG 
& uro OUT "OV HET; Wy" ©5735 OY» acer uc hn rn, OUTS EUN, 
EET AD & De g re. 
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| the ſeaſons round, and preſides over all the celeſ- 
tial revolutions. His finger winds up the wheels, 
and impels every ſpring, of vegetative nature. In 
a word, the whole weight of the creation, reſts 
upon his mighty arm; and receives the whole Dare 
mouy of 1ts motion, from his unerring eye. 
This habitable globe, with all its rich appendages, 
aud tne machinery, could no more continue, than 
they could create themſelves. Start they would in- 
to inſtant confuſion; or drop into their primitive 
nothing; did not his power ſupport, and his wil- 
dom regulate them every moment. In conformity 
to his will, they ſubfiſt ſteadfaſt and invariable in 
their orders; and wait only for his ſovereign nod, 


„ 0 fall aw ay like water, that runneth apace.” 


4. CuklIs T actuates them, which would other- 
| wile be lifeleſs aud inſignificant.—Penfioners they 
are, conſtant penſioners, on his bounty, and bor- 
row their all from his fulneſs. He only has Life; 
and whatever operates, operates by an emanation 
rom his all ſuthciency. Does the grape refreſh you, 
with its enliveuing juices? It is by a warrant re- 
ceived, and virtue derived, from the Redeemer ? 
Does bread ſtrengthen your heart, and prove the 
ſtaff of your life? Remember, that it is by the 
Saviour's appointment, and through the efficacy of 
bis operation. You are charmed with bis melody, 
when the © Time of ſinging of birds is come, and 


gc the voice of the nightingale is heard in your 


£ land. T You taſte his gooduels in the luſcious 


* -Johs v. 17. My father worketh hitherto, 5 1 wake: 
i. e. I exert that umemitting and unwearied energy, which 
is the life of the creation.—Thus the words are paraphraſed 
by a maſterly expoſitor, who has illuſtrated the life of our 

bleſſed LORD, in the moſt elegant taſte of criticiſm: with 
the moſt amiable ſpirit of devotion ; and without any mixture 
of the malignant leaven, or low ſingularities, of a party. 
Sce the F — Expoſitor Vol. I. Sect, 95 | 

++ - hg, 
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Mzrhixks, the view of this profuſe muniſicence 
Inſpires a ſecret delight, aud kindles a diſintereſt- 
ed good will- While the © litte hills clap their 
„bands,“ avd the luxuriant“ valleys laugh and 
« fing;” who can forbear catching the general Joy? 
Who is not touched, with hvely ſenſatious of 
pleaſure ?—While the everlaſting Father is Icatter- 
ing bleffings through his whole family, and crown- 
ing the year with his goodneſs; who does not feel 
his breait overflowing, with a diflufive benevo- 
_ lence? —My heart, I muſt confeſs, beats high with 
ſatis|ation; and breathes out e wiſh- 
es, upon all the tenants of thele rural abodes: 
« Peace be within your walls, as well as plen- 
c teouſneſs around your dwellings.“ Live, ye highly 
favoured; live ſeuhble of your benefits, and thauk- 
ful to your benefactor. Look round upon theſe 
prodigiouſly large incomes of the fruitful ſoil, and 
call them (tor you have tree leave) all your own. 
—Only let me remind you, of one very 1mportaut 
truth. Let me ſuggeſt, and may you never forget; 
that you are obliged to CHRIST JesUs, for every 
one of theſe accommodations, which ſpring from 
the teeming carth, and {miling ſkies: For, 


5 1 35 Þ Cunter 

15 hope, this little excurſion into the country, will not be 

looked upon as a departure from my ſubject ; becanſe a rural 
view, though no eſſential part of a garden, is yer neceſſary | 
to complete its beauty. —As uſefulneſs is the moſt valuable 
property, that can attend any production; this is the circum- 
| flance, chiefly touched upon in the ſurvey of the landſcape. 

2 Though every piece of this extenſive and diverſilied ſcene is 
caſt in the moſt elegant mould; yet nothing is calculated 
merely for ſhew, and parade. You lee nothing formed in the 
taſte of the oftentatious obeliſk, or inſignificant pomp of the 
Pyramid. No ſuch idle expences were adinitred into that con- 

ſummate plan, which regulated the ſtructure of the univerſe. 

All the decorations of nature are no leſs advantageous, than 


ornamental; ſuch as ſpeak the Maker nfaely benelficent, as 
well cs 5 incomparab'y magnificent, 
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1. San * made them, hen they were not. 


Ile fetched them up from utter darkneſs; and 


gave them both their being, and their beauty. He 
created the materials of which they are compoſed, 
and moulded them into this endleſs multiplicity, 


of amiable forms, and uleful ſubſtances. He ar- 
rayed the heavens with a veſture of the mildeſt 
blue; and cloathed the earth in a livery of the 
payelt green: his pencil ſtreaked, and his breath 
perfumed, whatever is beautiful and fragrant in 


the univerſe. His ſtrength Jet fait the mountains; 


his goodneſs garniſhed the vales; and the fame 
touch, that healed the Leper, wrought the u hole 


viſible ſyſtem into this complete perfection. 


2. CHRIST recovered them, when they w ere for. 
ſeed. By Adam's fin, we loſt our right to the 
comiorts of life, and froks of the ground: His diſ- 


obedieuce Was the moſt 1 1m pious and horrid treaſon, 


againſt 


* When! afcribe the work of creation to the SON, 1 am 


far, very far from offering to exclude the eternal FATHER, | 
and everlaſting SPIRIT, from the ſame honour. The acts 


of theſe inconceivable glorious perſons are, like their ef! ence, . 


undivided and one. But I chuſe to ſtate the important point 


in this manner, becauſe this is the manifeſt doctrine of the 


New Teſtament ; the expreſs belief of our church; and a 


moſt noble peculiarity of the Goſpel Revelation.—I chuſe „ 


alſo, becauſe I would take every opportunity of inculcating, 


and celebrating, the divinity of the REDEEMER; a truth, 


that imparts an unutterable dignity to Chriſtianity: a truth, 
which lays a moſt immoveable foundation, for all the comfort- 


able hopes of a Chriſtian: a truth, which will render the myt- 


tery of our redemption, the w onder and delight of eternity; 5 and 
with this truth, every one will obſerve my allertion is inf pas 
rably connected. N f 
It any one queſtions, whether this be the Jofrine of our 
__ church; let the Creed, which we repeat in our moſt folernn 
de votions, determine his doubt: © I believe,“ ſays that form 
of ſound words, „“ in one LORD JESUS CHRIST, very 
* GOD of very GOD, by whom all things were made—,” 
If it be farther inquired, from whence the 113 fathers de- 


rived this article of their faith? I anſwer, from the writings 


of the beloved diſciple, who lay on the Saviour's boſom ; and 


of. that great apoſtle, who was caught * into the third Hhea- 
Joha i. 3. Coloſſ. i. 10, | 


ä 
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againſt the King of Kings. Conſequently, luis 

whole patrimony became confiſcated: as well the 
portion of temporal good things, ſettled upon the 

human race during their minority; As that ever— 
laſting heritage reſerved for their enjoyment, whe: 
they thould come to fuil age. But the © feed bf 
„ the woman,” inſtantly interpoſing, took off the 
attainder, and redeerned the alicnated inheritance. 
The firſt Adam being diſinberited, the ſecond. 
Adam“ was appointed heir of all things, viſible 
as well as invithle: and we hold our potlethon of 
the oue; we expect an inftatement in the other; 
purely by virtue of our alliance to him, and our 
union with him. 1 
4, ür upholds them, arbich wad ot her- 
wiſe tumble into ruin By bim, ſays the Oracle 
of WDIPIratIOn, all things conn.” Ts finger rolls 
the 


** Heb. i. 2.—In this ſenſe, at leaſt, Chriſt is the Saviour of 
all men. The former and latter rain; the precious fruits of 
the earth; food to eat, and raiment to put on ;—all theſe 
he purchaſed even for his irreclaimable enemies. They eat of 
his bread, who lift up their heel againft him. 

We learn from hence, in what a peculiar and e 
light, the Chriſtian is to contemplate the things that are ſeen. 
Heathens might diſcover an eternal power, and infinite wiſ- 
dom, in the ſtructure of the univerſe: Hearhens might ac- 
knowledge a moſt ſtupendous liberality, in the unreſerved grant 

of the whole fabric, with all its furniture, to the ſervice of 
man. But the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in mind his for- 
feiture of them, and the price paid to redeem them. He ſhould 
receive the gifts of indulgent providence, as the Ifraelites 
| e put the law, from the hand of a Mediator; or rather, 
to him they ſhould come, not only iſſuing from the flores of 
an unbounded bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that 
crimſon tide, which ſtreamed from fn s Veins. | 

+ Col. i. 17. I beg leave to ſubjoin St. Chryſoſtom's perti- 
nent and beauritul note, upon the pallage; by which it will 
appear, that the ariment of theſe ſections, is not merely 4 
priv ate opinion, but the avow ed belief of the primitive church. 
Isrezzi, lays the eloquent father, sis avior xterm FXITHWY g- 
rx * , & jaovoy e OOTX IH TY WH OVFLy £6; r S T , COAAC HOG 
& r KUEG TUYHKEKTES YUj} W575 OY aFucaxoln in; HOTYS EUN 
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the ſeaſons round, and preſides over all the celeſ. 
tial revolutions. His finger winds up the wheels, 
and impels every ſpring, of vegetative nature. In 
a word, the whole weight of the creation, reſts 
upon his mighty arm; and receives the whole har- 
mony of its motion, from his unerring eye. 
This habitable globe, with all its rich appendages, 
and tme machinery, could no more continue, than 
they could create themſelves. Start they would in- 
to iuſtant confuſion; or drop into their primitive 
nothing; did not bis power lupport, and his wiſ- 
dom regulate them every moment. In conformity 
to his will, they fubſiſt ſteadſaſt and invariable in 
their orders; and wait only for his lovereign nod, 
© to fall aw ay like water, that runneth apace.” 
4 CurIsT © actuates them, which would other- 
wile be lifeleſs and infigniticant.—Penhoners they 
are, conſtant penſioners, on his bounty, and bor- 
row their all from his fulneſs. He only has Liſe; 
and whatever operates, operates by an cmanuation 
jrom his all-ſuthciency. Does the grape reireſh you, 
with ts enliveuing juices? It is by a warrant re- 
ceived, aud virtue derived, from the Redeemer ? 
Does bread firengthen your heart, and prove the 
ſtaff of your life? Remember, that it is by the 
Saviour's appointment, and through the efficacy of 
bis operation. You are charmed with his melody, 
when the Time of ſinging of birds is come, and 
the voice of the nightingale is heard in your 
1 land.“ Lou taſte his goodueſs in the luſcious 


* John v. 17. My father Warkerh 1 and 1 works 
i. e. I exert that umtemitting and unwearied energy, which 


EE. is the life of the creation.—Thus the words are paraphraſed 


by a maſterly ex poſitor, who has illuſtrated the life of our 
bſeſſed LORD, in the moſt elegant taſte of criticiſm: with 
the moſt amiable ſpirit of devotion ; and without any mixture 
of the malignant leaven, or low ſingularities, of a Party 
See the Family ad at Vol. I. Sect, 47. | 
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fig, the melting peach, and the muſky flavour of 
the apricot. You fmell his fweetneſs in the open- 
ing honeyſuckle, aud every odoriferous ſhrub. 


Could thefe creatures ſpeak for themſelves, they 


would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all ſufficieney of their 
own, and aſcribe the whole honour to their Maker. 
— We are ſervants,” would they fay, of Him, 


* who died for you. Ciſterns only, dry ciſterns 
*in ourſelves, we tranſmit to mortals no more, 
than the uncreated fountain transfuſes into us. 
Think not, that, from any ability of our own, 
we furniſh yon with aſliſtance, or adminiſter to 
*« your comfort. Tis the divine energy, the di- 
vine energy alone, that works in us, and docs 
you good. —We ſerve you, O ye ſons of men, 


cc 
cC 


(c 


cc 


_ that you may love him who placed us in theſe ſta- 
tions. O! love the Lokp, therefore, all ye 


« who are ſupported by our miniſtry; or elſe we 
ſhall * groan with 1ndignation, and regret, at 


your abuſe of our ſervices.—Uſe us, and welcome; 


« for we are yours, if ye areCurisT's. Crop our 
<< choiceſt beauites; rifle all our treaſures; accom- 
% modate yourſelves with our moſt valuable qua- 


cc 


ities; only let us be incentives to gratitude, and 


* motives to obedience.” _ 


Havins gazed the ſpactous ſky; and ſent a 


glance round the inferior creation; 'tis time to 
_ deſcend from this eminence, and confine my at- 
_ tention to the beautiful ſpot below Here nature, 

always pleaſing, every where lovely, appears with 
peculiar attractions. Yonder, ſhe ſeems dreſſed in 


her diſhabille; grand, but irregular. Here, ſhe 


calls in her handmaid art; and ſhines in all the de- 
 hcate ornaments, that the niceſt cultivation can 


convey. Thoſe, are her common apartments, 
where ſhe lodges her ordinary gueſts; this, 1s her 
cabinet of curiofities, where ſhe entertains her in- 

. Wo, timue 
* Pom. viii. 22. 
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timate acquaintance. My eye ſhall oſten expat 
ale, over thoſe ſcenes of univerlal fertility: 


{cet ſhall ſometimes bruſh thro' the thicket, or 


traverſe the lawn, or ſtroll along the foreſt glade: 
but to this delightful retreat, ſhall be my chief 


reſort. Thither, will I make excurſions; but here, 
will I dwell. 


Ir, from my low procedure, I may form an al- 


luſion to the moſt exalted practices; I would ob- 


ſerve, upon this occaſion, that the celebrated Eral. 
mus, and our judicious Locke, having trod the 
_ circle of the ſciences, and ranged thro the whole 
extent of human literature, at length betook them- _ 


ſel ves ſolely to the Bible. Leaving the ſages of an- 
tiquity, they fat incellantly at the feet of Jzsvs. 


Wiſely they withdrew, from that immenſe multi. 


pulicity of learning; from thoſe endleſs tracts of 


amuſing erudition; where, noxious weeds are mix- 


cd with wholeſome herbs: where is, generally, a 


much larger growth of prickly ſhrubs, than & - 


fruitful boughs. They ſpent their moſt mature 


hours, in thoſe hallowed gardens, which Gop's 
own wiſdom planted ; which Gop's own Spirit wa- 


tereth; and in which God's own Son is continually 
walking; where, he mceteth thoſe that ſeek hin; 


and revealeth to them the glories of his perſon, and 


the riches of his goodneſs. 

Tus would J finiſh the remainder of m3 days! 
having had a taſte of the politer ſtudies; I would 
devote my future application, to the lively oracles. 
From other purſuits, one may glean ſome frag- 


ments of ſpecious inſtruction: from this, I truſt to 
reap a harveſt of the ſublimeſt truths; the nobleſt 
improvements; and the pureſt Joys ®. Waft me 
then, O! waft my mind, to Sion's conſecrated 


bowers. Let my thoughts perpetually rove thro? 
the 


1 Quicquid 8 veritas; quicquid pre-ipirur, hoes: 
quicqui laptomittitur, Felicitas. 
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quence what can they 
comparable to theſe matehleſs prerogatives of reve- 
3 — Therefore, though I ſhould not diſtke 


dainties. 
for the wakeful and induſtrious: whereas, when 
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the aw fully-pleaſing walks of 167 bine Here, 
grow thoſe heaven-born plants, the trees of Life 
ard Knowledge; whoſe ambroſial truits we now 
may take, and eat, aud live for ever.“ Here flow 
thoſe precious ſtreams of grace and righteouſneſs; 


whoſe living walers «© wholoever drinks, ſhall 


„ thirſt no more.“ And, what can the fables of 
Grecian ſong, or the tineſt pages of Roman elo- 


o pay a viſit now-and-theu to my heathen maſſers; 


L would live with the prophets aud apoſtles With 


the one I would carry on ſome occaſional correſpon- 


_ dence: but the others ſhould be my boſom friends; 
my inſeparable Companions; FE; my delight, and my 


* counſellors.” 


Wuar ſweets are theſe, that fo agree ably ſalute 


my noſtrils? they are the breath of the flowers; the 


incenſe of the garden,—How liberally does the 


jeſſamine diſpenſe her odoriferous riches! how de- 


liciouſly has the woodbine embalmed this morning». 


walk? The air is all perfume.—Aud is not this, 
another moſt engaging argument, to forſake the 


bed of floth? Who would lie diſſolved in ſenſeleſs 


lumbers: while fo many breathing ſweets, invite 


him to a ſeaſt of fragrancy? Eſpecially conſidering, 


that the advancing day will exhale the volatile 
A fugitive | treat they are, prepared only 


the fluggard lifts his heavy eyes, the flowers will 
droop; their ſine ſcents be dithpated; and inſtead, 


of this re ſreſhing humidity, the air will become : a 


kind of liquid tire. 


 Wiru this very motive , heightened by a repre- 


ſentation of the moſt charming pieces of mcruing 
ſcenery, the parent of mankind awakes his lovely 


conſort. There is ſuch a delicacy in the choice, and 
fo: much life in the deſcription, of theſe rural 
| images; 


exhibit, in any degree 


— ws dS 


F LOWER GARD E N. tot 


images; that I cannot excule myſelf, without repeat- 
ing the whole paſſage. W hifper it, ſome friendly 
genius, in the car of every one, that is now ſunk 
in ſleep, and loſt. to all theſe noble gratifications! 


Awake: The morning ſhines, and the freſh field 
Calls you : You loſe "the prime, to mark how fpring 
The tended plants, how blows the citron grove ; 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed; 
How nature paints her colours; how the bee 
Sits on the goon, extracling liquid ſweets,” 


How delightful is this fragrance! It is diſtribut- 
ed in the niceſt proportion; neither ſo ſtrong, as to 
opprefs the organs; nor ſo faint, as to elude them. 


We often fit eloyed and ſated at a ſumptuous ban- 
quet; but this pleaſure never Joſes 1ts poignancy, | 


never palls the appetite. ere, luxury itſelf is 
iupocent and refined; or, rather, in this caſe, in- 
dulgence is incapable of exceſs, This palmy enter- 


taiument, not only regales the ſenſe, but # chears 
the very foul; aud iuſtead of clogging, cates its 
powers. lt puts me in mind of that ever-memora- 
dle ſacrifice, which was once made in behalf of 
offtendivg mortals. LI mean the ſacrifice of the bleſ- 
fed JEsus; when he offered up himſeif ta Gop, 


555 for a {weet {ſmelling favour.” For ſuch the ho- 


ly Spirit ſtiles that Wonderful oblation: As if by 
image, in the whole ſenſible creation, was ſo Pro-! 


per to give us an idea of the ineffable ſatisfaction 


which the Father of mercies conceived, from that 
_ unparalleled atonement ; as the pleaſing ſenſations, 


which ſuch rich perfumes are capable af raiſing. 
« Thouſands of rams, and teu thouſands of rivers 
*© of oil.” from an apoſtate world; the moſt ſub- 


miſſive acknowledgments, added to the moſt coſtly 


ofterings, from men of defiled hands, and unclean 


lips; what could they have eflected ? A prophet 
introduces the e * High aud. loſiy One, that inha- 


66 biteth 
Milt. Das loft. B v. l 10. 


5 Ointment and perfume rejolce che! heart; Prov. vii, 
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« biteth eternity,” turning Himſelf away from 
ſuch filthy rags; turning Himſelf away with a dif- 
dainful abhorrence *, as from the noiſome ſteams of 
a dunghill. But in CuRISZE's immaculate holineſs; 
in CHRIS T's conſummate obedience; in CHRISA'sS»C 
moſt precious blood-ſhedding; O! with what un- 
imaginable complacency, does juſtice reſt ſatisfied, 
and vengeance acquieſce— All thy works, O 
Thou ſurety for ruined ſinners! all thy ſufferings, 
O thou ſlaughtered Lamb of Gop! as well as all 
thy garments, O thou Bridegroom of thy church! 
+ ſmell of myrrh, aloes, and caſfia! They are in- 
finitely more grateful to the eternal Godhead, 
than the choiceſt exhalations of the garden, than 
all the odours of the [picy eaſt, Cal be to the hu- 
man noſtrils. 
As the altar of the old Unctibed the gift; fo this | 
is the great Propitiation, whjch recommends the 
obnoxious perſons, and unprofitable ſervices of the 
| believing world. In this, may my foul be inte- 
reſted! By this, may it be reconciled to the Father! 
_ There js ſuch a leprous depravity cleaving to my 
nature, as pollutes whatever I perform. My moſt 
profound adorations, and ſincereſt acts of religion, 
muſt not preſume to challenge a reward, but hum 
bly implore forgiveneſs |; fenouncing, therefore, 
0 in erery inſtance of - r difclaiming all 
| e 


» Amos c pfalm. xiv. 9. 
t A writer of diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority thus addreſſes the 


: great Obſerver of actions, and Searcher of hearts; and vindi- 


_ cates my mim an, while ho ſo juſtly and beautifully utters 
his own; 


| Took PALE, great GOD, with pity 8 . eye, 2 
On a poor breathing particle in Duſt. * 
His crimes forgive, forgive his virtues too, 
Thoſe imaller taults, half converts to the right. 

Night I Be No. IX. 


Bonwicke, in St. Paul's church- -yard.- 
„ happily avoid the dangerous extreme, and too often fatal 
4 rock, of a degd fruitleſs faith on the one hand, he ſi. e. 
15 Satan] will endeavour, by all kind of i i, inſiquations, 
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ſhadow of confidence * in any deeds of my own; 


may I now, aud evermore, be accepted through 


the beloved ! 
WHaT colours, hat charming colouts; are | 


here! Theſe, fo nobly bold; and thoſe, ſo deli- 
cately languid. What a glow is enkindled in ſome ! | 
What a gloſs ſhines upon others! In one, me- 


thinks, I fee the ruby, with her bleeding radiance; 
in another, the ſapphire, with ker {ky-tinctured 
blue; in all ſych an exquiſite richnels of dyes, as 


no otherſet of paintings in the univerſe can boaſt. 
__ 1—With what a maſterly (kill, is every one of the 
varying tiuts diſpoſed? Here, they ſeem to be 
thrown on with an eaſy daſh, of ſecurity and free- 


dom; there, they are ate by the niceſt touches, 


of axt and accuracy. Thoſe, which form the 
ground, axe always io judiciouſſy choſen, as to 
heighten the luſtre of the ſuperadded figures; while 
dhe verdure of the i palement, or the * 9E 


the 


* 8. page 44, and RY in his PERS: edition 9 a 3 


_ candid and evangelical little treatiſe, called CHRISTIANITY 


the great ORNAMENT of human life; printed for J. and J. 
—* If chriſtians 


* to 2 chem on the e viz. apy" hoes often- 


$$ 7 


* 


+ + 8 — . can paint 
Like nature? Can i imagination boaſt, 
Amid his gay creation, hues like theſe AY 
And can he mix them with that matchleſs kill, 
And lay them on fo delicately fine, 
And loſe them 1n each other, as appears 
In ey” ry bud that wow ?— Thom. Spring, 


14 REFLECTIONS ON A 


the foliage, impart new livelineſs to the whole. In- 
deed; whether they are blended, or arranged; ſof- 
tened, or contraſted; they are manifeſtly under the 
conduct of a taſte, that never miſtakes; a ſelicity, 
that never falls ſhort of the very perfection of ele- 
gance. How Rinimitably fine, is the texture 
of the web; on which theſe ſhining treaſures 
are ditplayed! What are the labours of the 
Perſian looms, or the boaſted commodities of Bruſ- 
ſels, compared with thele curious manufactures of 
nature? Compared with theſe, the moſt admired 
chintſes would loſe their reputation; even ſuperine 
cambricks, appear coarſe as canvas in their pre- 
ſence. 

WHAT a chearing argument, does our Sb 
derive from hence, to itrengthen our afhance in 
Gov! He directs us to learn a leſſon of heaven-de- 


pending faith, from every bird, that wings the air; 


and from every flower, that bloſſoms 3 in the field. If | 
providence, with unremitted care, ſupports thoſe 
inferior creatures; and arrays theſe inſenſible be- 
ings, with fo much ſplendor; ſurely, he will in no 
wiſe with-hold from his elect children, ec bread to 
c eat, and raiment to put on.“ — O ye faithful ſol- 
lowers of the Lamb, diſmiſs every low anxiety, 
relating to the needful ſuſtenance af life, He that 
feeds the ravens, from an inexhauſtibls magazine; 


be that paints the plants, with fuch {urpathng ele- 


cance; in ſhort, he that provides ſo liberally, both 
for the animal and vegetable paris of bis creation; 
will not, cannot, neglect his own people. Fear 
not, little flock, ye peculiar objects of almighty, 
love! it is Jour Father's good pleaſure, to give you 
a kingdom.“ And, if he freely gives you, an 
everlaſting kingdom hereafter; be will certainly 
allow you, all neceflary convenieucies > here. 


Ons 


Tube xii. 34, 
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Ons cannot forbear reflecting, in this place, on 
the too prevailing humour, of beiug fond and 
oltentatious of drels ©; what an abject and miſtaken 
= Ke | ambition 


* Mr. Addifon has a fine remark on a female warrior cele- 
brated by Virgil. He obſerves, that with all her other great 
qualities, this little foible mingled itſelf. Becauſe, as the 
poet relates, an intemperate fondnels, far a rich and {plendid 
fuit of armour, betrayed her into ruin. In this circumſtance, 
our critic. diſcovers a moral concealed ; this he admires, as 
a neat, though oblique fatire, on the trifling pathon, Spect. 

Nei PRE FEI 2 | | 

I would refer it to the judicious reader, whether there is 
not a beauty of the {ame kind, but touched with a more 
maſterly hand, in the ſong of Deborah.————Speaking of 
Siſera's mother, the ſacred euchariftic ode repreſents her, as 
anticipating, in her fond fancy, the viciory of her ſon; and 
indulging the following ſoliloquy,— Have they not ſped ? 
Hare they not divided the prey? To Siſera a prey of divers 
colours; a prey of divers colours of needle-work, of divers 
colours of needle work on both ſides; meet lor the necks of then 
that take the ſpoil ??—She 1akes no notice of the fignal ſervice, 
he would do his country, by caelling ſo dangerous an inſur— 
rection: never once reflec's on the preſent acclamations, the 
future advancements, and the eternal praiſe, which are the 
ufual' acknowledgments of an illuflrious conqueror's merit. 
She can conceive nothing greater, than to be clad in an em- 
broidered veſture; and io trail along the ground, a robe of 
the richeſt dyes. This is, in her imagination, the moft 
noble ſpoil, he can win; the moſt diſtinguiſhed trophy, he 


can erect. -t is allo obſervable, how ſhe dwells upon 
the trivial circumſtance; reiterating it again and again. It has 


{> charmed her ignoble heart; fo entirely engroſſed her little 
views; that ſhe can think of nothing elſe; ſpeak of nothing elſe; 
aud can hardly ever deſiſt from the darling topic.—Is not this 
a keen, tho” delicately couched, ceniure, un that poor contemp- 
tible, groveling taſte; which isenamoured with ſilkenfinery, and 
makes the attributes of a butterfly the idol of its affections ? 
Ho peculiarly conſpicuous, is the elevated and magnificent 
ſpirit of that venerable mother in lirael; when viewed in 
compariſon with the low, the idle turn of this Canaanitiſh 
lady! such ſtrong and beautiful contraſts are, I think, 
{ome of the moſt ſtriking excellencies of poetic painting: 
Ard in no book are they more frequently uſed, or exprefied 
with greater life, than in the ſacred volumes of inſpiration. 


16 REFLECTIONSONA 


ambition is this! How unworthy the diguity of im- 
mortal, ang the wiſdom of rational beings! eſpe- 
ctally, ſince theſe little productions of the earth 
have indiſputably the pre-cminence, in ſuch out- 


ward embelliſnments.—Go; cloath thyſelf with 
purple, and fine linen; trick thyſelf up in all the 


gay attire, that the ſhuttle or the needle can furniſh : 
yet know, to the mortification of thy vanity, that 
_ the native elegance of a common daiſy *, ecliples 

all this elaborate finery.——Nay, wert thou dec k- 
ed like {ome illuſtrious princeſs, on her coronation 
day, in all theſplendor of royal apparel; couldſt thou 


equal even Solomon, in the height of his magni- 


Kcence and glory; yet, would the meaneſt among 


the flowry populace outſhine thee; every diſcerning 


_ eye, would give the preference, to theſe beauties 


of the | ground. ——:Scorn then to borrow thy re: 
commendatious, from a neat diſpoſition of threads, 


and a curious arrangement of colours. Aſſume a 


becoming greatneſs of temper ; Jet thy endowments 
de of the immortal kind: ſtudy to be all-glorious 
within: be cloathed with humility: wear the orna- 


ment of a meck and quiet ſpirit.§ To ſay all in 


2 word, put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt f: let his 
oe oe e eee 


peaceful and lowly in their native foil, _ 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil ; 
Yet with confeſs'd magnificence deride 
Our mean attire, and unpotence of pride. Prior. 


1 Mr. Cowley, with his uſual brilliancy of imagination? 
files them ſtars of the earth. 2 1 


How ſ beautifully does the prophet defcribe the furniture, of 


a renewed and heavenly mint; under the ſimilitude of a rich 
and compleat fuir of apparel! * I wil) greatly rejoice in the 
Lord; my foul ſhall be joyful in my God; for he hath cloath- 
ed me with the garments of ſalvation ; he hath covered me 
with the robe of righteouſnefs, as a bridegroom decketh him- 


ſelf with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herſelf with her 


jewels,” Iſai. Ixi. 10. 
+ Rom. xiil. 14. 
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blood be ſprinkled upon thy conſcience, and it 


ſhall be whites than the virgin ſnows: Let his 
righteouſneſs, like a ſpotleſs robe, adorn thy in- 
ner man; and thou ſhalt be amiable, even in the moſt 


diſtinguiſhing eye of God. Let his bleſſed Spirit 
duell in thy heart; and under his fanctifying ope- 
. rations, thou ſhalt be made partaker of a divine 


nature, 


Ts are real excaliencies; truly noble accom- 


pliſhments theſe. In this manner be arrayed, be 
| beautitied : and thou wilt not find a rival, in the 
feathers of a peacock, or the foliation of a tulip. 
Theſe will exalt thee, far above the low pretenhons 


of lace and embroidery, Theſe will prepare thee 


to ſtand in the beatific preſeuce, aud (o take thy 
Heat among the angels of light. 

War an inchanting ſituatjon is this! One can 
ſcarce be melzucholy, within the atmoſphere of 
flowers : ſuch lively hues, and delicious odours, 


not only addreſs themſelves agrecably to the ſenſes; 


but touch, with a ſurpriſing delicacy, the ſwee: elt 
movements of the mind; | 


To the heart inſpiring „ 
Verual * delight and Joy. ; MLT. B. IV. 


How 


# «« twould have my reader 5 to MOR ALIZE 


this natural pleaſure of the foul, and to improve this 


« vernal delight, as Nilton calls it, into chriſtian virtue. 


„When we find ourſelves inſpired * rh this pleaſing inſtinct, 


this ſecret ſatisfaction and complacency, ariſing from the | 
„ beauties of the creation, let us conſider, to hom we ſtand 


80 indebted for all theſe entertainments of ſenſe; and who 
„it is, that thus opens his hand, and fills the world with 
good: 
every field and wood; turns an ordinary walk into a morn- 
ing and ev ening ſacrifice; and will improve thoſe tranſient 
„ gleams, which naturally brighten up and refreſh the jou! 
on ſuch occaſions, into an inviolable and perpetual frate of 


„ bliſs and happineſs.” A Spect. Vol. V. No. 354. 


3 


Such an habitual diſpoſition of mind conſecrates 


% 

: 

: 

l 

: 

: 
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How often have I felt them diſſipate the gloom 
of thought, and transfuſe a ſudden gaiety thro the 
dejected pirit! 1 cannot wonder, that Kings de- 
end from their thrones, to walk amidſt blooming 
ivory and gold; or retire from the moſt ſumptuous 
teaſt, to be recreated with the more refined ſweets 

of the garden: I cannot wonder, that queens fore- 
go, fora while, the compliments of a nation, to 
receive the tribute of the parterre; or withdraw 
from all the glitter of a court, to be attended with 
the much more ſplendid equipage of a bed of flow- 
ers.— But, if this be fo pleaſing; what tranſporting 
_ pleafures muſt ariſe, from the fruition of unereated 
excellency ! O, what uuknown delight, to enter in- 
to thy immediate preſence, moſt bleſſed Lonp Gop | 
to fee thee f, thou King of heaven, and LORD of 
glory, no longer © through a glaſs darkly, but face 
to face!” To have all thy goodnets, all thy great- 
neſs, ſhine before us; and be made glad for ever 
with the brighteſt dilcovery of thy perie&tions, vw ich 
the ineffable joy of thy countenance! 

Tars we caunot bear, in our preſent imperſect 
fete The effulgence of unveiled divinity, would 
dazzle a mortal hehe, Our feeble kacuhies, would 
be overwhelmed with ſuch a fulneſs of fuper-abun- 

dant bliſs; and muſt lie oppreſſed, under fuch © au 
* exceeding great, eternal weight of glory.” But, 
ox when this corru ptibl e bath pat, on 11 1COrruption,” 
the. 


+. IGiah repreſents the folicity of the righteous | in the ever- 
laſting world, by this elegant and amiable image: Thine eve 
ſhall ſee the king in his beauty. Milton touehes the ſame 
ſubject, with ſurprifing elevation and ma jeſty of khought! 1 
They | 


5 all with GOD, 
High i in ſalvation, 2 the climes of bliſs: 


Words, wich, like the fiery car, ods tranſport our eke | 
tions to thoſe glorious manſions. 


ai. xxXIIIi. * Milt. B. XI. v. 707. 


the powers of the foul will be all invigorated; and 


theſe earthly Taberuacles “ transformed into a 


* likeneſs with CurIsT's glorious body.” Then, 
though e the moon ſhall be confounded, and the 
4 ſun aſhamed,” when the Loxp of hoſts is re- 
vealed from heaven; yet, ſhall bis faithſul people 


be enabled to ſee Him as he is f. 


HERR then, my wiſhes, bere be fixed: be this 
your determined and rar aim: here, give a 
looſe to your whole ardour: cry out, all that is 


within me, in the languece of inſpiration, this 


one thing have ] deſired of the Lory, which, with | 


inceſſant earneſineſs, I will require; that I may 


dwell in the celeſtial houſe of the Lozp, all the 
days of my future lite; to behold the {air beauty 
of the Lord i, and to ebe; with wonder 


and adoration v. ith unſpeakable and everlaſting 
rapture— all the attributes of the incomprehenſible 


Godhead. 


e a moſt pevetrating judge of human 


nature, knowing how much mankind is charmed, 


with the fine qualities of flowers; has figured 


out the bleſſed 1 that © faireſt among ten 


« thouland,” by tbeſe lovely repreſentatives. He 
ſtiles Him || the Role of Sharon, and the Lilly of 
the vallics& ; like the one, full of delights, and com- 
monicable. graces: like the other, exalted in Majeſty, 


and complete! in beauty. In chat lacred paſtoral, he 


| ranges 
* * XIV. 23. ＋ 1 Joha i iii. 2. 
* VV 
Malus ut arboribus decor! eft, ut vitibus ure, 
Utque roſœ campls. ut lilia vallibus alba, 
Sic Chriſtus decus omne ſuis, 
By the lily of the vallies, I apprehend, is meant, not 


the flower which commonly puſſes under that denomination, 


and is comparatively mean ; but the grand, majeſtic, garden- 
lily; growing in a rich irrigoo's foil, where it flourithes in 
the moſt ample manner, and arrives at the higheſt perfection. 
The circumflance of he vallies, added by the ſacred writer, 
is ſignificant not of. the ſpecies, but of the place. This 
| TY 
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ranges the creation z borrows its moſt finiſhed 
foruis; aud dips his pencil in its choiceſt dyes, to 
_ preſent us with a ſketch of the amiableneſs, of 
dis perſon: His amiableneſs, who is the light of 
the world; the glory of his church; the only hope, 
the fovereign conſolation, of finners; and high, 
iunnitely high, not only above the nobleſt com- 
pariſon, but even © above all bleſſing and praiſe.” 
— May 1 alfo make the fame heavenly uſe, of all 
fabluuary enjoyments ! whatever is pleaſurable, or 
charming, below; let it raiſe my deſire to thoſe 
tablime delights, which are above: which will 
yield, not partial, but perſect felicity; not tranſi- 
ent, but never-ending, ſatisfaction and joy.— Ves, 
foul, let theſe beauties in miniature, always 
remind thee of that glorious perſon; in whom 
* dwells all the fulueſs of the Godhead bodily.” Let 
theſe little emanations, teach thee to thirſt after the 
eternal fountain: O! may the creatures, be thy con- 
ſtant clue to the Creator! for this is a certain 
trutb, worthy thy moſt frequent recollection, and 
attentive conſideration; that the whole compaſs of 
finite perfection, is only a faint ray *, ſhot from 
that immeuſe ſource; is only a ſmall drop, derived 
from that inexhauflible e of all good. 5 
Wuar a ſurprizing variety is obſervable, among 
the flowery tribes! How has the bountiful hand 
of providence, diverſi ſied thele niceſt pieces of his 
workmanſhip! added the charms of an endieſs 
Rs 5 novelty, 


is. by far, the nobleſt! interpretation, and moſt exactly ſuita- 
le tothe ſpiritual ſenſe; which intimates, that the bleſſed 
JESUS delights to dwell, * the communications of his 
Spirit, in humble hearts c ipο˙ Naw lilium valli- 
bus gandens. ; 
| ec ned Thou fit abave ph hte? ns, 
To vs inviſible, or dimly ſeen 
* thele thy loweſt works; vet theſe declare 


'Fh 7 goudneſs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
| Milton, Book Why 
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novelty, to all their other perfections !—becauſe, 
a conſtant unitormity would ſoon render the euter— 
tainment tireſome, or, infipid; therefore every 
ſpecies exhibits ſomething entirely new. The fa- 
ſhion ſpreads not from family to family; but every 
one has a mode of its own, which is truly original. 
The moſt curſory glauce, perceives an apparent 
difference, as well as a peculiar delicacy, in the 
airs and habus; the attitude and lineaments ; of 
every diſtinct claſs. 5 „%% iN. 
So rear their heads, with a majeſtic mien; and 
over-look, like fovereigns or nobles, the whole par- 
terre. Others ſeem more moderate in their aims, 
and advance only to the middle ſtations; a genius 
turned for heraldry, would term them, the geutry 
of the border. W nite others, free {rom all alpiring 
views, Creep unambiuouſly on the ground, and look | 
like the commonalty of the kind.—Some are inter- 
ſeed with elegant ſtripes, or ſtudded with radiant. 
ſpots. Some affect to be genteelly powdered, or 
_ neatly fringed; while others are plain in their af 
pect, unaffected in their dreſs, and content to pieale 
with a naked ſimplicity. Some aſſume the mo- 
narch's purple; ſome look moſt becoming in the 
virgin's white; but black, doleful black, has no 
admittance into the wardrobe of {pring. The weed, 
of mourning would be a maniſeſt jndecorum, wheu 
nature holds an univerſal feſtival. She would, now, 
inſpire none but delightful ideas; aud therefore al- 
ways makes her appearance, in ſome ® amiable ſuit 
lere, ſtands a warrior, clad with crimſon; 
there, fits a magiſtrate, robed in ſcarlet; and you- 
der, ſtruts a pretty fellow, that ſeems to have dip- 
ped his plumes in the rainbow, and glitters in all 
the gay colours of that reſplendent arch. Some rile 
into a curious cup, or fall into a ſet of beautiful 
bells: ſome ſpread themſelves in a ſwelling ruſt, or 
85 5 croud 


* —— unc formoſiſſimus annus. Pirg. 
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croud into a delicious cluſter. -In ſome, the pre- 


dominant ſtain, ſoſtens by the gentleſt diminutions ; 
till it has even ſtole away irom itſelf. The eye is 


amuſed at the agrecable deluſion; and we wonder, 
to lind ourſelves inſenſibly decoyed, iuto a quite 
different luſtre. In others, you would think, the 
tine tinges were emulous of pre-eminence; diſdain- 


ing to mingle, they coniront one apother, with the 
reſolutiou of rivals, determined to diſpute the prize 


of beauty; while each is improved, by the oppoſi- 


tion, into the higheſt vivacity of EOMPIEXION, 
How manifold are thy works“ O Loxp! multi— 


plied even to a prodigy. Yet in wiſdom, conſum- 


mate wiſdom, haſt thou made them all. How I 
admire the vaſtneſs of the contrivance, and the ex- 


actueſs of the execution? Poor man, with difficul- 
ty, accompliſhes a fingle work: hardly, and after 


many eftorts, does he arrive at a tolerable imitation, 


of ſome one production of nature. But, the Al- 


mighty Attitt ſpoke millions of ſubſtances, into in- 
ſtautancous being; all wonderfully various, all com- 
Pletely perſect.—Repcated experiments generally 
diſcover errors, in our happieſt inventions. But, 
theſe fine ſtructures have pleaſed, tor aimoſt fix 


thouſand years; and no + fault been diſcovered in 


the original plan, no room for the leaſt improve— 
ment upon the firſt model. — All our performances, 


the more minutely they are feauned, the mote im- 


perſect they appear. But, with regard to theſe deli- 
cate objects, the more we ſearch into their proper: 
ties, the more we are rawifhed with their graces: 


they are fure to diſcloſe freſh ſtrokes, of the molt 
malterly {ill ; in proportion to the attention, with 


which the &y . examined. 


Pf. um CIV. 24. 


+ Eccleſ. iii. 14. I know, that whatſoever Gop doth, it 
ſhall be for ever: nothing can be put te it, nor any thing 


taken from it. 


Nor 
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Non is the ſimplicity of the operation leſs alto. 5 


niſhing, than the accuracy of the workmanſhip, 
or the infinitude of the effects. Should you aſk, 


_* where, and what, are the materials, that beau- 


© my the blooming world ? What rich tints; what 
_* ſplendid dyes; what ftores of ſhining crayons; 

** ſtand by the. Heavenly Limner, when he paints 
** the robe of nature?” Tis anſwered, His power- 
ful pencil needs no ſuch coſtly apparatus. A fin- 


gle principle, under His conducting hand, branch— . 


es out into an immenſity of the moſt varied, and 
moſt finiſhed forms. The moiſture of the earth, 
and circumambient air, paſſed through proper 
ſtrainers, and diſpoſed in a range of pellucid tubes: 
this performs all the wonders, and produces all the 
beauties of vegetation. This creeps along the 


fibres, the low-ſpread moſs; and climbs to the very 
tops, of the lofty-waving cedars. Tbis, attra- Jed 


by the root, circulating through inviſible canals, 
and per vading the ſubſtance of the minuteſt twigs 


burits into gems ; expands itſelf into leaves; and 
clothes the toreſt, with all its verdant honours.— 
This one *, plain and fimple, cauſe, gives birth to 


all the charms, which deck the youth, the maturity 


of the year, This bluſhes, in the early hepatica; 
and flames, in the late advancing poppy. This red. 


dens into blood, in the veins of the mulberry; - and 
attenuates itſelf into leaſen gold, to create a cover- 
ing for the quince. This breathes, in all the fra- 


grant galcs of our garden; and weeps odorous gum, 
in the groves of Arabia. o + wonderful is our 


Creator in counſel, and ſo EXCcHEnt 1 in working 
I: 5 10 


# 4 „When every ſeveral] effect has a particular ſeparate cauſe, 


this gives no pleaſure to the ſpectator, as not diſcoyering 


% contrivance. But that work is beheld with admiration and 


60 delight, as the reſult, of deep counſel, which is complicated 


„in its parts, and yet ſimple in its operations. Where a 


great variety of effects are ſeen to ariſe from one principle 
* oper: ating uniformly.” Abernethy on the A:trioutes, 
+ Ilai. XXV111. 29 


| 
| 
| 
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Ix a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, oue 
perceives a difference in almoſt every individual. 
Scarce any two are turned, and tinctured, exactly 
alike: each allows himſelf a little particularity in 
his dreſs, though all belong to one l! ſo that 
they are various, and yet the ſame.- -A pretty 
emblem this, of the ſmaller differences between 
proteſtant chriſtians. There are modes in religion, 
which admit of variation, without prejudice to 
ſound faith, or real holineſs: juſt as the drapery, 
on theſe pictures of the ſpring, may be formed at- 

ter a variety of patterns, without blemiſhing their 
beauty, or altering their nature. —hBe it fo then, 
that, in ſome points of inconfiderable conſequence, 
ſeveral of our brethren diſſent: yet, let us all live 
amicably and ſociably together; for we harmonize 
iu principles, though we vary in punctilios. Let 
us join in converſation, and intermingle intereſts; | 
diſcover no eſtraugements of behaviour, and che- 
riſh no alicnation of affection: if any ſtrife ge 
let it be to follow our Divine Maſter moſt cloſe] 
Humility of heart, and unblameableneſs of lite; 
let it be to ſerve one another moſt readily, in all the 
kind offices of a cordial friendſhip. Thus ſhall 
we be united, though diſtinguiſhed; united in the 
fame grand fundamentals, though diſtinguiſhed by 
ſome ſmall circumſtantials; uuited in one important 
bond of brotherly love, though diſtinguifhed by 
ſome ſlighter peculiarities of ſentiment. 
I ayPREHEND, that between chriſtians, whoſs 
judgments diſagree only about a form of prayer, or 
manner of worſhip, there is no more eſſeutial difle- 
rence; than between flowers that bloom from the 
ſame kind of ſeed, but happen to be ſomewhat di- 
verſified in the mixtures of their colours: 
Whereas, if one denies the divinity of our Lonp 
Jzsvus CHRIST, and degrades the incarnate Gop 
to the meanneſs of a mere creature; if another cries 
up the worthineſs of human works, and de pre- 


Cc iates 
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ciates the alone meritorious righteonſnefs of the 
lorious Mediator; if a third addreſſes the incom- 
municable honours to a hnjte being, and bows to 


_ the image, or pray's to the ſaint;—thele are errors, 


in my opinion, unbappily derogatory to the Re- 


deemer's diguity, and not a little prejudicial to the 
comfort of his people; againſt theſe, therefore, to 
remonſtrate, beſpeaks not the cenſorious bigot, 
but the ſriend of truth, and the lover of mankind. 


W hereas, to ſtand neuter and filent, while ſuch. 
principles are propagatcd, might be an inſtance of 


criminal remil neſs, rather than of chriſtian mo- 


derat ion. For perſons who eſpouſe ſuch perſua- 
fions, as the former; and habituate themſelves to 


ſuch practices, as the latter; we will not fail to main— 
| tain a tender compaſſion; we will not ceaſe to 


put up earneſt intercellions; we will allo acknow- 


ledge and love, whatever is truly excellent and 
amiable in them. Yet, we dare not ſubſcribe their 
creed; we cannot remit our aſſiduous, but kind en- 


deavours, to reconcile them to what (on t he moſt im- 
partial examination) we arg thoroughly convinced, 


is a more ſcriptural belief, and a purer worſhip J. 


ANOTHER remarkable circumſtance, recom- 


mending the flowery creation, is their regular ſuc- 


ceſſion. They make not their appearance all at 


once, but in an orderly rotation. While a proper 
number of theſe obliging retainers are in waiting, 


the others abſcond; but hold themſelves in a pol- 
Rs ture 


p In ſome former b 1 expreſſed myſelf, on this 
point, unwarily and harſhly. But my meaning, and real 


| ſentiments were no other than thoſe repreſented above. 


The reader, from ſuch unguarded intimations, might too na- 
turally be led to conclude, that the author avows, and would 
ſtir up, a ſpirit of perſecution. Bur, this is a method of 


dealing with opponents in religious doclrines, which he diſ- 


claims, as abſurd ; and abhors, as iniquitous. He is ſor no 


force, but that of rational conviction ; for no conſtraint, but that 


of affectiqnate perſuaſion. Thus, if you pleaſe, compel them to 
come in. Luke xiv. 2 z- 
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ture of ſervice, ' ready to take their turn, and fil! 
_ each his reſpective ſtation, the inſtant it a Hr 


vacant. —— The Snow-drop, foremoſt of the lovel 
train, breaks her way through the frozen ſoil, in 
order to preſent her early compliments to her Lord: 
dreſſed in the robe of innocency, fhe ſteps forth, 
fearleſs of dangers; long before the trees have 
ventured to unfold their leaves, even while the 
icicles hang on our houſes.— Next, peeps out the 
_ Crocus; but cautiouſly, and with an air of timi- 
dity: ſhe hears the howling blaſts, and {kulks cloſe 
to her low ſituation. Afraid ſhe feems, to make 
large excurſions from her root; while ſo many rut- 
fan winds are abroad, and ſcouring along the 


__ #ther,—Noristhe Violet laſt, in the ſhining embaſſy 


of the year; which, with all the accompliſhmeuts 


_ that would grace a royal garden, coudeſcends to 
line our hedges, and grow at the ſcet of Þriars. 


Freely, and without any ſolicitation, it diſtributes 


the bounty of its emiſſive ſweets: while itſelf, with 


an exemplary humility, retires ſrom ſight; ſceking 


rather to adminiſter pleaſure, than to win admitati- 
on. * Emblem, ex preſſive emblem, of thoſe modeſt 
virtues, which. delight to bloom in obſcurity; aud 
extend a clearing Influence to multitudes, who are 


1carce acquainted with the ſobrce of their comforts! 
Motive, engaging motive, to that ever-a&tive bene- 


ficence; which ſtays not for the . of the 
lellings 

of its goodneſs!— Ihe poor Polyanthus, that late- 

ly adorned the border with her ſparkling beauties; 


diſtreſſed, but even prevents them with the 


and tranſplanted into our windows, gave us a freſh 


entertainment, is now no more. I ſaw her com- 


plex1on fade; I perceived her breath dec ay; till at 
length ſhe expired and dropt into her grave. 
Scarce have we ſuſtained this loſs, but in comes 
the Auricula, and more than retrieves it: arrayed ſhe 


comes, in a ſplendid variety of amiable forms; with 
an eye of cryſtal, and garments of the = gloſſy 


ſatin; 


Prodeſſe quira conſpici. 
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ſatin; exhaling perfume, and-powdered with ſilver. 
A very diſtinguiſhed proceſnon this ! The favou- 
_ rite care of the floriſt! Scarce one among them, but 
is digniffed with a character of renown; or has 
the honour to repreſent, ſome celebrated toaſt.- 


But theſe allo, votwithſtanding their illuſtri- 


bus titles, have exhauſted their whole ſtock of 


fragrance, and are mingled with the meaneſt duſt 


——W ho could forbear grieving at their departure, 
did not the Tulips begin to raiſe themſelves on their 


fine wands, or ſtately ſtalks? They fluſh the parterre 


with one of the gayeſt dreſſes, that blooming na- 


ture wears. Did ever beau or belle make ſo gaudy 
an appearance, in a birth-night ſuit? Here, one 


nay behold the innocent wantonneſs of beauty : 


here ſhe indulges a thouſand freaks, and ſports 

herſelf in the moſt charming diverſity of colours: 
vet, I ſhould wrong her, were I to call her a co- 
quet; becauſe, ſhe plays her lovely changes, not 
to eukindle diffolute affections, but to diſplay her 


Creator's glory.—Soon ariſes the Anemone; incir— 


cled at the bottom, with a ſpreading robe; and 


rounded at the top, into a beautiful dome. In its 
: looſely flowing mantle, you may obſerve a noble 


negligence; in its gently bending tufts, the niceſt 
 Tymmetry. I would term it, the fine gentieman of 
the garden; becaule it ſeems to have the peculiar 


felicity, of reconciling art with eaſe, ——The ſame 
month has the merit of producing the Ranunculus. 
All bold and graceful, it expands the riches of its 

foliage; and acquires, by degrees, the lovelieſt ena- 
mel in the world. As perſons of 1ntrinfic worth, 
_ diſdain the ſuperficial arts of recommendation, 
practiſed by fops; fo, this lordly flower ſcorns to 
| borrow any of its excellence, from powders and eſ- 
fences. It-needs no ſuch attractives, to render it 
the darling of the curious; being ſuſhciently engag- 


ing from the elegance of its ligure, the radiaut 


varicty of its tinges, and a certain ſuperior dignity 
of 
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of aſpe&t-—Methinks nature improves in her opera- 
tions; her lateſt ſtrokes are moſt maſterly: to 


crown the collection, ſhe introduces the Carnation; 


which captivates every eye, with a noble ſpread of 
graces; and charms another ſenſe, with a profu- 


ion 0! exquiſite odours. This fingle flower has, 
centered in itſelf, the perſeftions of all the pre- 
ceding: the moment it appears, it ſo commands our 
attention, that we ſcarce tegret the abſence of the 


reſt.—The Gilly-flower, like a real friend, attends 


you through all the viciſſitudes and alterations of 


the ſeaſon: while others make a tranfent viſit only. 


This is rather au inhabitant, than a gueſt, in your 


: gardens; adds fidelity to complaiſance. 


Bur 'tis in vain to attempt a catalogue of theſe 


amiable gifts: there is an endleſs multiphcity, in 


their characters; and an invariable order, in their 
approaches. Every month brings its ornaments; 
ſuch as are different from tbe reſt, aud peculiar to 


itſelf. 


HRT, let me ſtand a while; to contemplate the 
wiſe and gracious deſign, apparent in this diſtribu- 
tion of flowers, through the ſeveral periods of the 
Mere they all to bloſſom together; there 


year. 
would be at once a promiſcuous throng, and at 


once a total privation: ſo that we ſhould ſcarce ; 
have opportunity, of adverting to the beauties of 


half; aud muſt ſoon loſe the agrecable company 
of them all. But now, fince every ſpecies has a 


ſeparate poſt to occupy; and a diſtinct time for ap- 
pearing ; we can take a leiſurely and minute ſurvey, 
of each ſucceeding ſet. We can view and review 
| their forms; taſte their ſweets; enter into a more 


intimate acquaintance, with their charming quah- 


ties; and receive all thoſe pleaſing ſervices, which 


they are commiſſioned to yield —This remarkable 
icce of ceconomy is productive of another very 
valuable eflect. It not only places, in the moſt ad- 
vantageous light, Every: Particular Fey 
at 
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but alſo is the moſt effectual viovifen, againſt the 
frailty of the whole nation: or, to ſpeak more 


truly, it renders them a fort of I immortal corps, 
whoſe ſuccelhionary attendants never fail. For, 
though ſome are continually dropping; yet, by this 


_ expedient, others are as coutinually riſing, to beau- 
tify our borders, and keep up the. entertainment 


| unintermitted. 


O! what goodneſs i is this to ber fack a ſe- 
ries of gratliications for mankind | both to diverſi- 
iv, and perpetuate, the fine collation: to take care, 


that our paths ſhould be, in a manner, incellantl; 
ſtrewed with flowers. And what wiſdom, to bid 
every one of theſe inſenſible beings, know the pre- 
ciſe juncture for their coming forth! inſomuch, 


that no actor on a Rage, can be more exact in per- 


forming his part; can make a more regular entry; 
or a more punctual exit. 


Who imboldens the Daffodil, to venture abroad 


ia February; and to truſt her flowering g gold, with 


inclement aud treacherous ſkies? Who 5 the 


various tribes of Fruit-bearing Bloſſoms; that ver— 


nal ſuns and a more genial warmth, are fitteſt for 
their delicate texture? Who teaches the Clove to 


ſtay; till hotter beams are prepared, to infuſe a 
ſpicy richneſs into her odours; and tinure her 
complexion with the deepeſt crimſon ?—\V ho dil. 


poles theſe beautiful troops, into ſuch orderly bo- 


dies; retarding ſome, and accelerating others? 


Who has inſtructed them to file off, with ſuch per- 
fect regularity; as ſoon as the duty of their reſpec- 
tive ſtations is over? And, when one detachment 
retires, who pe the ſignal lor another immedi- 

5 diately 


t: „ Ahab to the celebrated ae of the Porlian kings 6 


« who maintained for their life-guard, a body of troops, 

called Immortal; becauſe it perpetually ſubſiſted: for as 
 * ſoonas any of theſe men died, another was immediately 
, put into his place.“ 


Rerlix $ Ancient Hiſtory, Vol. II. 
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diately to advance? Who, but that unerring Pro- 
VIGer.ce. which from the higheſt thrones of angels, 
to the very loweſt degrees of exiſtence, orders all 
things in number, welght, aud meaſure !” 
Tuns, O my foul, are the regulations of that 
moſt adorable, moſt beneficent Being, who 1n the 
tulneſs of time bowed the heavens; came down to 
dwell on earth; and united the frailty of thy mor- 
tal nature, to all the glories of his Godhead. All 
the honour of this admirable eſtabliſhment belongs 
to that ever-blefſed Ranſomer of finners; who ſuf. 
1ained the vengeance, winch thou haſt deſerved, 
and was doomed to ſuffer; who fulblled the obedi-- 
ence, which thou waſt obliged, but unable to per- 
form; and in his moſt ſacred immaculate humanity _ 
| humbled himſelf, (O never enough to be admired 
| loving-kindneſs!) humbled himſelf to death; even 
the death of the croſs.—He formed this vaſt ma- 
chine, and adjuſted its nice dependancies. The pil- 
lars, that ſupported it; the embelliſhments that 
_ adorn it; and the laws that govern It; are the re- 
ſult of his unſearchable counſels. O! the heights 
of his majeſty, and the depths of his abaſement ! 
Wurrcn ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential great- 
neſs, or his free grace? He created the exalted ſe- 
_ raph, that ſings in glory; and every the minuteſt 
inſet, that flutters in air, or crawls in duſt, He 
marks out a path, for all thole globes of light, 
which travel the circuit of the ſkies, and diſdains 
not to rear the Violet from its lowly bed, or to 
plait the Daily that dreſſes our plains. 8⁰ grand 
are his operations; yet ſo condeſcending his re- 
gards If Summer, like a ſparkling bride, is all 
glorious in her apparel; what is this, but a feeble 
reflection of his uncreated effulgence? It Autumn, 
like a munificent hoſt, exhibits all things richly 
to enjoy; what is this, but a litile taſte of his in- 
exhauſtible liberality;? I chunders roar, you he 
| the 
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the ſound of bis trumpet: if lightnings glare, you ſce 
the launchiug of his glittering ſpear: It the“ per- 
„ petual hills be ſcattered, and the everlaſting 
« mountains bowed,” you behold a diſplay 
No, ſays the Prophet, you have rather“ the hiding 
of his power. So immenſe is his power; fo uncon- 
troulable and inconceivable; that all theſe mighty 

works are but a {kerch, in which more is concealed 
than diſcovered. _ © 3 
Tus, I think, we ſhould always view the viſi- 
ble ſyſtem; with an evangelical teleſcope (if L 
may be allowed the expreſſion,) and with an evan- 
Te VV gelical 


Heb iii. 4. Nothing can be more magnificently conceived, 
than the imagery of this whole chapter; and upon the ſoot of 
our interpretation, nothing was ever more delicately and 
nobly turned, than the ſentiment of this clauſe. Other ſenſes 
of the paſſage, I acknowledge, may be aſſigned with equal 
propriety. But none, I think, can be imagined ſo majeſtic 
and ſublime. As this original will fairly admit of it; as it 
carries no diſagreement with the context; and expreſſes a 
moſt important, as well as undoubted truth; 1 hope, 1 
may be permitted to uſe it at leaſt by way of accommodation, 
Eſpecially, as it ſuggeſts one of the fineſt mottos imagina- 
ble; wherewith to inſcribe all the viſible {roduCYons, of the 
Creator's hand. When firuck with aſtoniſhment, we conſider 
their grandeur, beauty, and conſummats perfections; let us, 
in injuſtice to their author, apply the exalted reflection of 
this ſacred ode: In all theſe is the hiding, rather than an 
adequate diſplay, of his matchleſs power: Tho' they chal- 
* lenge our praiſe, and ſurpaſs our comprehenſion; yet are 
they by no means the utmolt exertions, but rather ſome 
© {lighter eſſays, of Omnipotent kill.“ Milton, relating the 
overthrow of the fallen angels, reminds his reader of a no- 
ble circumſtance, much of this nature. Meſljah, unaided 
and alone, had utterly routed an innumerable hoſt of apoſtate 
ſpirits. But, to create a juſter idea of this illuſtrious canque- 
ror, the poet beautifully adds, ED 1 
Vet half his ſtrength he put not forth.“ 

If we forget to make the fame remark, when we contemplate 
Gop in his works; we muſt neceffarily form very ſcanty con- 
ceptions of that SurREME BEING, before whom all nations 
are as a © Drop of a bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt 
d the: balance,” DO 5 
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gelical microſcope: regarding Chriſt Jeſus as the 
great projector and architect; that planned, aud 
executed, the amazing ſcheme. Whatever is mag- 
ni ficent or valuable; tremendous or amiable: 
ſhould ever be aſcribed to the Redeemer. This is 
the Chriſtians Natural Philoſophy: and with regard 
to this method, of conſidering the things that are 
feen; we have an inſpired apoſtle, for our precep- 
tor and precedent. Speaking of Chriſt, he ſays, 
Thou, Lord, in the beginning, haſt laid the 
©« foundations of the earth; and the heavens are 
„ the work of thy hands.” Did we carefully 
attend to this leading principle, in all our examina- 
tions of nature; it would, doubtleſs, be a moſt 
poweriul means of enkindling our love, and“ 
DR. nn og et ſtrengthening 


The Apoſtles, I obferve, delight to uſe this method of 
difplaying the Honours of the Redeemer, and eſtabliſhing 
the faith of his people.—The beloved diſciple, teaching that 
moſt precious doctrine, „of a Lamb flain to take away 
the ſins of the world;” in order to evince the ſuthciency 
_ Curtsr's ſacrifice for this bleſſed purpoſe, affirms that ail 
things were made by him: and without him was not any 
thing,” no, not ſo much as one ſingle being, made, ſohn 
i. 3,—5t. Paul preaching the fame glad ridings to the Coloſ- 
ſians, and expreſly maintaining, That we have redemption 
through his blood; ſeems to foreſee an objection of this kind: 
„to expiate tranſgreſſions againſt an infinite Majeſty, is a 
« moſt prodigious ast; it muſt coſt vaſtly more than any 
% common ſurety can pay, to redeem a ſinful world. What 
_ « reaſon have we to believe, that Jes us is equal to this mighty 
* undertaking ?” All poſſible reaſon, replies the apoſtle, from 
the dignity of his perſon: For he is the image of the in- 
 viible Gop; and from the greatneſs of his works, © for by 
him all things were made.” Conſider the operations of his 
hands, and you cannot doubt the atoning efficacy of his death, 
Col. i. 15, 16.—The author of the Epiſtle to the Hebre:vs falls 
exactly into the ſame train of arguing ; declaring, that CHRIS 
Jesus has purged our fins, by the ſacrifice of himſelf: he 
proves his ample ability for this tremendous office from his 
eſſential excellence, becauſe he is the brightneſs of his Father's 
glory; and from his admirable works, becauſe © he made the 
. | EET worlds, 
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ſtrengthening our faith: for, when I look round 
upon millions of noble ſubſtances, and carry with 
me this tranſporting refle&tion, © Tbe Maker of 
them all died on a croſs for me;” how can I re- 
main any longer indifferent? Muſt not the coldeſt 
heart begin to glow with gratitude? —W hen I ſur- 
vey an immenſity of the fineſt productions imagin- 
able; and remember, that the author of them all 
is © my Righteouſneſs, my Redemption;” how can 
I choole but repoſe the moſt chearful confidence, 
in ſuch a Mediator. „„ tee 
LET me add one more remark, upon the admi- 
rable adjuſtment of every particular, relating to 
theſe fine colonies planted in the parterre.—With _ 
ſuch ſurpriſing correctneſs, is their ſtructure finiſn- 
ed; that any the leaſt conceivable alteration would 
very much impair their perfection. Should you ſee, 
for inſtance, the nice diſpoſition of the Tulip's at- 
tire fly abroad, diſorderly and irregular, like the 
flaunting Woodbine: ſhould the Jeſſamin rear her 
diminutive head, on thoſe grand columns which 
ſupport the Holly-bock : ſhould the erect and manly 
_ aſpect of the Piony hang down with a penſive air, = 
like the flexile bells of the Hyacinth: ſhould that i 
noble plainneſs, which diſtinguiſhes the Lily, be ex- j 
changed for the fringes, which edge the Pink; or 
the gaudy ſtains, which bedrop the Iris: ſhould . 
thoſe tapering pillars, which ariſe in the middle of þ 
its vaſe, and, tipt with golden pendants, give ſuch 9 
a luſtre to the ſurrounding pannels of alabaſter.— 
Should theſe fink and dilappear, like the Chives 
which cover the heart of the Anemone: —In many 
e 8 Lee | 33 


worlds, and upholdeth all things by the word of his power,” 
Heb. i. 2, 3.—Which thought, as it is ſo important in itle!f; of 
ſuch ſignal comfort to Chrijtians; and fo particularly inſiſted on, 
by the inſpired writers; I hope I ſhall need no apology for an at- 
tempt to illuſtrate and enforce it, in a kind of evangelical Deſ- 
cant upon Creation, annexed to theſe reflections, _ 


- 
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of theſe caſes, would not the tranſpoſition be fantaſ- 
tical and awkward? In all, to the parent preju— 
dice of every individual? 

Acalx; With regard to the time of their appear- 
ing; this circumitance is ſettled, by a remarkable 
fore! ight and precaution. What would become of 
the ſailor; if, in very ſtormy weather, he ſhould 
raiſe a lofty maſt, and crowd it with all his canvas! 
Such would be the ill effect; if the moſt ſtately ipe- 
cies of flowers ſhould preſume to come abroad, in 
the bluſtering months. Therefore, thoſe only that 
ſhoot the ſhorteſt ſtems, and diſplay the ſmalleſt 
ſpread oi leaves, or, (if you pleale) carry the leaſt 
| Gail are Jaunched amidſt the blowiug ſeaſons. 
How injudiciouſly would the perfumer act; if he 
mould unſcal his fineſt eſſences, and expoſe them 
to the northern winds, or Wintry rains! Our bloom- 

ing artiſts of the aromatic proſeſſion, at leaſt the 
moſt delicate among them, ſeem perfectly aware 

of the conſequences of ſuch a procedure. Accord- 
_ ingly, they poſtpone the opening of their odorite- | 
rous trealures; till a ſcrener air, and more“ un- 


clouded 


* e in a very poetical manner, ths himſelf 
to the dormant Roſe; and moſt prettily i invites her to venture 
abroad, by the mention of theſe two circumfiances. 


* 


Sid-rum fſacros imitata dultus, 
Qui d lates dudum, Roſa ? Delicatum 
Fo ger « e terris caput, 0 tepentis 
Filia Fecal 


5 Tam ribs nubes fugſunt aquoſe, 
Pros f igant albis Lephvri guadri igisz 
"Jam tibi mulcet Boream Jocantis | 
Aura Fatoni. 


Child of the Summer, charming Roſe, 
No longer in confinement lie: 

Ariię to light, thy form diſcloſe; 
Rival the ſpangles of the ſky. 3 
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clouded ſkies, grant a prote&zon to their amiable 
traffic: till they are under no more appretentions, 
of having them dithpated by the rude blaits, or 
drowned iu inceſſant ſhowers. 

Wuar a ſtriking argument is here for reſigna- 
tion; unfeigned reſignation, to all the diſpoſals or 
Providence! Too often are our diſlatisfied thoughts 


apt to find fault with divine diſpenſations: we 


tacitly arraign our Maker's conduct, or queſtion 


his kindneſs with regard to ourſelves: we faucy our 


lot, not ſo commodiouſly fituatez or our condition, 
not fo happily circumſtanced; as if we had been 


placed in ſome other ſtation of life. But let us be- 


bold this r iſitely nice regulation bf the minuteſt 
plants; and 
any fibre in their compofition be altered; or ove line 


in their features be tranſpoſed; without clouding 


ſome of their beauties? Could any fold in their veit. 


ments be varied; or any link in their orderly ſuccefſ- 
Hon be broken down ; without injuring ſomedelicate 


property ? And does not that all- feeing cyve, which 
prelerves ſo exact a harmony, among theſe pretty 


toys; maintain as watchful a Care, over his rational 
creatures? Does he chooſe the propereſt ſcaſon, for 


the Cowllip to ariſe, and drink the dews? And can 
he neglect the concerns, or misjudge the convenicn- 
cies, of his fons, aud daughters? He, who has fo 


completely diſpoſed, whatever pertains to the ve- 


getable 8 ; that the leaſt dimivution, Or ad- 
55 | dition, 


The rains are gone, the ſtorms are oer; 
Winter retires to make thee way : 
Come then, thou fieetly-bluſhing flower; 
Come, 2 57 ranger, come away. 
The ſun is dreſs d in as ſmijes, 
"Ps give thy beauties to the day; 
Young Zephyrs wait, with gentic!; gels", 
'To lan thy 3 as they pray. , 


— 


eaſhamed of our repining ſolly. Could 
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dition, would certainly hurt the finiſhed ſcheme; 
does without all peradventure, preſide, with equal 
attention, over the intereſt of his own people. 

By ſtill, then, thou uneaſy mortal *, know that 
 Gop is unerringly wiſe; and be alſured, that, 
amidſt the greateſt multiplicity of Beings, he does 
not overlook thee. Thy Saviour has given me au- 
 thority to aſſert, I hat thou art of far ſuperior va- 

lue, in the eſtimate of olnnipotence, than all tbe 
herbage of the field—If his ſacred will ordains 
ſickneſs for thy portion; never dare to imagine, 
that uninterrupted health would be more adyan- 
tageous. If he pleaſes to with- hold or take away, 
children; never preſume to conclude, that thy 
Happineſs is blaſted, becauſe thy hopes of an in- 
creaſing family are diſappointed. "Hier that marſhals 
all the ſtarry hoſt, and 10 accurately arranges every 
the meaneſt ſpecies of herbs; HE orders all the pe- 
culiarities, all the changes of thy ſtate, with a 
vigilance, that nothing conclude ; with a good- 


| neſs 
» Permittas ipſis expendere numinibus, | quid 
 Conweniat mbis, rebuſque ſit utile noftris. 
Mam pro jocundis aptiſſima quægue dabunt Dii- 
Carior eff illis lo mo, am. fbi. | Juve n, 


Since all the ES wade of time 
Gop's watchful eye ſurveys ; 

O] who fo wiſe to chooſe our lot, 
And regulate. dur Ry 87 


Since none can doubr bis equal loy e, 
Unmeaſurably kind; | 
7 O his unerring, gracious will, 


 Beev'ry with eg d. 


Good when he zives, 3 good; 
Nor leſs, when he denies ; | 
Ev'n croſſes, from his ſov'reign hand, 


Are Bee in diſguiſe, 
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neſs that endureth for ever.— - BO w thy head, 
therefore, in humble acquieſcence: reſt fatished, 
That whatever is, by the appointment of heaven “, 
* right, is beſt. Th TT 
AMONG all the productions of the third creating- 
day, this of flowers ſeems to be peculiarly deſigu— 
ed for man: a preſent, calculated iu an eſpecia! 
manner, for his uſe, and delight. Man has, as it 
were, the monopoly of this favour; and ſcarce ſhares 
the ſatisfaction, reſulting from it, with any other 
animal, I don't find, that other creatures ate 
ſmit with their beauties, or regaled with their 
odours. The horſe never ſtands ſtill, to gaze upon 
their charms; nor does the ox turn aide, to browze 
upon their ſweets. Senſes they have, to dicern 
theſe curious objects in the grofs; t no taſte, 10 
diſtinguiſh their fine accompliſhments —— Juſt fo, 
carnal and unenlightned men may underſtand the 
literal meaning of ſeripture; may comprehend the 
3, 1 5 evidences 


* If Mr. Pope underftands the maxim in this limited ſenſe, 
he ſpeaks a moſt undeniable and glorious truth. But, if that 
great poet includes Whatever comes to paſs, through the wild 
and extravagant paffions of men; ſurely no thinking perſon, 
at leaſt no Chriſtian, can accede to his opinion. What Cop 
orders, is wie, beyond all poſſibility of correction; and good, 
above all that we can atk pr think. His decrees are the reſulr 
of infinite diſcernment; and all his diſpenſations, the iflites 
of unbounded benevolence. But man, fallen man, is hyr- 
ried away by his luſts, into a thouſand irregularities; which are 
deplorably evil in themſelves, and attended with confequences, 

manifeſtly pernicious to fociety.-Let the ſemiment, there- 
fore, be reſtrained to the diſpoſal of heaven, and I moſt readily 
{ubicribe it. But if it be extended to the conduct of meg 
and the effects of their folly: I think myſelf obliged to enter 
my proteſt againſt it. For, whatever kindles the divine ind ig 
nation ——is cauſe of final ruin to the author— is ſtrictiy 
forbidden by Gop's holy word —— is contrary to the Whole 
deſign of his revealed will, and the very reverſe of his 
ellential attributes This cannot poſſibly be right. This 
is moſt undoubtedly wrong. Omnipotence, indecd, can over 
rule it, and educe good from it: But, the verv notion of over 
ruling ſuppoſes it to be abſolutely wrong in itfelf 
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evidences of its divine inſpiration; and yet have 
no reliſh of the heavenly truths, it teaches; no 
ardent longing for the ſpiritual bleſſings, it offers; 
lee * no form of comelinels” in the Saviour, it de- 
{cribes, ſo as to render him the ſupreme deſire of 
their ſouls. 25 „ 3 

Tux chief end of theſe beautiful appearances, 
philoſophers ſay, is to enfold and cherith the em- 
bryo feed; or to ſwathe the tender body, during 
its infant Hate ——But, whatever is the chief end 
of nature; tis certain, ſhe never departs from the 
_ delign, of admiuiſtring delight to maukind “. This 
is infeparably connected, with her other views. 
Were 1: only to ſecure a reproductive principle, 
what uced of ſuch elegant complications? Why ſo 
much art employed, and ſo many decorations add- 
ed? Why ſhould veſtments be prepared, richer 
than brocades; more delicate than lawns; and of 
a finer glow than the moſt adnured velvets f—— It 


1 23 


S „ „ „ „„ % „ r word | 


„ — 2 


the great mother had no other aim, than barely to 


accommodate her little offspring; warm tiannel, or 
homely fuſtian, would have ſerved her turui lerved 
it, full as well as the moſt ſumptuous tiſſues, or all 
the furniture of the mercer's ſhop, | 
It ſeems plain then, that flowers were endued 
with ſuch inchanting graces, for the pleaſure of 
man; and in purſuance of this original intention, 
they ſtill pay their court to the human race. Ac- 
cordingly, the fineſt of each ſpecies croud about 
_ our habitation: and are rarely to be ſcen, at a diſ- 
tance from our abodes. They thrive, under our 
: . e FFT = cultivating 


„We find that the moſt important parts in the vegetable 
„World are thoſe which are the moſt beautiful. Theſe are 
 <. the feeds by which the ſeveral races of plants are propagated 
« and continued, and which are always lodged in flowers or 
© bloſſoms. Nature ſeems to hide her principal deſign, and 
© to be induſtrious in making the earth gay and deliglitful, 
« while the is carrying on her great work, and intent upon 


her own preſervation,” Spect. Vol. V. No. 387. 


„ „ K vw „ K A_ 
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culuvaiing hand, and obſerving eye; but degene- 
rate, aud pine away, if unregarded by their Lord. 
Jo win his attention, and deck his retreats, they 
hide their deſormities under ground; and diſplay 
nothing but the moſt graceful forms, and engaging 
colours, to his ſight. To merit a farther degree of 
his eſteem, the generality of them diſpenſe a de- 
Iighttul perfume. And, what is ſtill more obliging, 
reſerve “* their richeſt exhalations, to embalm his 
moruing and evening walks f: becauſe, he uſually 
chooſes thoſe cool hours, to recreate himſelf among 
their blooming ranks; therefore, at thoſe hours, 
they are moſt laviſh of their fragrance, and breathe. 
n eh choigeſt pn nts: 

O Max, greatly beloved by thy Creator! The 
darling of providence! Thou art diſtinguiſhed by 
his goodneſs; diſtinguiſhed thyſelf alſo by thy gra- 
titude. Be it thy one undivided aim, to glorify him 
who has been at ſo much expence, to gratify thee! 
— While all thele inferior creatures, in ſilent elo- 
quence, declare the glory of Gop, do thou lend 
them thy tongue. Be thou the high-prieſt, of the 
mute creation: let their praiſes become vocal in 
thy ſongs.— Adore the ſupreme benefactor, for 
the bleſſings he ſhowers down, upon every order 
of beings: adore him for numberleſs mercies, 
which are appropriated to thyſelf: but, above all, 
adore him, for that noble gift of a rational, and 
immortal ſoul. —This conſtitutes us maſters of the 
globe, and gives us the real enjoyment of its riches. 


© 4 — The flow'rs, Og : 
That open now their choiceſt boſom'd ſmells, 
Reſerv'd from night, and kept for thee in ſtore. 
1 5 Mitt. 
+ The twining Jaſmine, and the bluſhing Roſe, 
With laviſh grace their Morning ſcents diſcloſe; 
The ſmelling Tub'roſe and Jonquil declare 
The ſtronger impulſe of an Ev'ning air. 
IE no PAS Sol. 


- This 
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This diſcovers ten thouſand beauties, which otber- 
wiſe had been loſt; and renders them both a ſource _ 
of delights, and a nurſery of devotion.- By 
virtue of this exalted principle, we are qualified 
to admire our Maker's works, and capable of bear- 
ing his illuſtrious image: bearing his illuſtrious 
Image, not only when thele ornaments of the ground 
have reſigned their honours; but, when the great 
origin of day is extingutſhed in the ſkies; and all 
the flaming orbs on high are put out in obſcure dark- 
neſs. Then to ſurvive; to ſurvive the ruins of 
one world, and to enjoy Gop—to reſemble Gon 
—to be © filled with all the fulneſs of Goo,” in 
another ;—what a happineſs, what an ineſtimable 
happineſs is this! yet, this is thy privilege, (bar- 
ter it not, fox trifles of an hour 0 this thy slorious 5 
prerogative, O man! 
O! Tax gootinefs, the bee ant goodneſs of 
Gov! I cannot forbear celebrating it once more, 
before I pafs to another confideration.— —How 
much ſhould we think ourſelves obliged, to a gene- 
rous friend; that ſhould build a ſtately edifice ® 


purely | 


* 1 cannot 8 myſelf, t that the compariſon is ſiretch- 
ed beyond proper bounds, when carried to this pitch. It is 
my ſtedfaſt opinion, that the world, at leaſt this lower world, 
With its various appurtenances, was intended purely for man; 
that it is appropriated to him, and that he (in ſubordination _ 
to God's glory) is the end of its creation. — Other animals, 
tis true, partake of the Creator's benefits; but then, they 
partake under the notion of man's domeſtics, or on the foot 
of retainers to him; as creatures, that bear ſome relation © 
his ſervice, and ſome way or other contribute to his good. So 
that fill He is the centre of the whole; or as our inzom- 
pParable Milton, equally maſter of poetry and divinity, expreſ. 
7 ſes himſelf, © All things live for man.” Par. Loſt, XL. 161. 
Mr. Pope, in his Ethie Epiſtles, is pleaſed to explode this 
tenet, as the height of pride, and a groſs abſurdit,— For 
my part, I ſze no reaſon for ſuch a charge. With all ſab- 
miſſion ro fo ſuperior 4 genius, it ſceins YETY remote from 
pride, to be duly ſenſible of favours rouchfated ; to con 
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purely for our abode! But, how greaily would the 
obligation be incicaſed; if the hand that built, 


ſhould 


* | 4 
template them in all the extent of their munificence, and ac- 


knowledge them accordingly. 1 ſhould rather imagine, that to 
contract their ſize, when rhey are immenſely large; to ſtinr 
their number, when they are altogether innumerable; that 
ſuch a procedure favours more of infenſibility, than our hy- 
potheſis of preſumption; and has more in it of ingratitude. 


than that of arrogance, | WE 
And how can it be deemed an abſurdity, to maintain that 


Gov gave us a world, for our poſſeſſion ; when it is our duty 
to believe, that He gave us his only Son, for our propitiation? 


Sure, it can be neither difficult, nor extravagant, to ſuppoſe, 


that He deſigned this habitable globe, with irs whole furniture 


for our preſent uſe ; fince He wuh-held not his Holy Child 
Jesvs, but freely delivered kim up, for our final falyation. 
Upon the whole, I cannot but conclude, that the attempt 


of our famous poet is neither kind, with regard to his fellow- 
creatures. nor grateful, with regard to his Creator 
neither is his ſcheme, in fast, true. The attempt not kind, 
with regard to man; becauſe it robs him of one of the 


moſt delightful and raviſhing contemplations imaginable. 
To conſider the great author of exiſtence as having me in his 
eye, when He formed univerſi] nature; as contriving all things, 


with an immediate view, to the exigencies of my particular 
ſtate; and making them all in ſuch a manner, as might be 


moſt conducive to my particular advantage: this mult needs 
occaſion the ſtrongeſt ſatisfactions, whenever I caſt a glance on 


the objects that ſurround me. — Nor grateful with regard 
to Gop; becauſe, it has the moſt direct rendeacy to diminiſh 
our ſenſe of his kindneſs, and conſequently, to throw a damp 


upon our gratitude. It reaches us to look upon. ourielves, as 


_ almoit loſt among a croud of other beings, or regarded only 


with an occaſtonal and incidental beneficence ; which muſt cer- 


tainly weaken the diſpoſition, and indeed flacken the ties, 
to the moſt adoring thankfulneſs-——To which, 1 appre- 
hend, we may juſtly add, neither is the ſcheme, in fact, true. 


For, not to mention what might be urged from the fure word 
of revelation, this one argument appears to be futkciently con- 


clufive. The world began with man; the world muſt ceaſe 


with man; conſequently, the grand uſe, the principal end 
of the world, is to fublerve the imereſts of man. It is ona 


ſides agreed, that the cdifice was ereGied, when man was toy 
be furniſhed with an habitation ; and that it will be demolifhent, 
when man has no farther need of us: accommodations ; hen 

. | K 5 e 
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— 


mould alſo furuiſh i it: and not ouly Wah; with 


all that is commodious and comfortable; but orna- 
ment it alſo, with whatever is ſplendid and delight- 


fu!!! This has our moſt indulgent Creator done; in 
a manner infinitely turpaſling, all we could with, 
or imagine. 

The Earth is aſſigned us for 2 dwelling Erbe 


Skies are firetched over us, like a magnificent ca- 
nopy, dyed in the pureſt azure; and beautiflied, now 


with pictures of floating ſilver, now with colour- 
iugs of reflected crimſon —— Lhe Graſs is ſpread 
under us, as a ſpacious carpet; wove with filken 
threads of green, and damaſk'd with flowers of 
every hue.—The Sun, like a golden lamp, is hung 


out in the ethereal vault! and pours his effulgence, 


| all theday, to lighten our paths.—W hen night ap- 
proaches, the Moon takes up the friendly office, 


and the Stars are kindled in twinkling myriads, to 


chear the darkneſs with their milder luſtre, not dif- 
turb our repoſe by too intenſe a glare.— The Clouds, 


| befides the rich paintings they hang around the 


heavens act the part of a ſhifting ſcreen; and deſcend 


us, by their ſeaſonable interpolition, from the 
ſcorching beams of Summer: may we uot alſo 


regard them, as the great watering pots of the 
globe? 


he enters into the houſe not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens, the earth, and all the Works that are therein, ſhall 


de burnt up.” From which it ſeems a very obvious and fair 


Save; that man is the final cauſe of this inferior creation. 


So that I think my readers and myſelf, privileged (not tc 


v, on the principles of gratitude, obliged) to uſe thoſe love- 
Is lines of our author, with a propriety and truth, equal 0 
their elegance and beauty. | 


hy 


For me kind nature wakes her genial pow 13 
Suckles each herb, and ſpreads e out ev'ry flow'r! 
Annual, for me, the grape, the roſe renew 
The juice nectareous, and the balmy dew; 
For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brings ; 
For me, health guſhes from a thouſand ſprings; 


Eth. Ep. I. ver. 129. 


bot wad toad % C 1 
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globe? which, waſted on the wings of the winds, 
diſpenſe their moiſture * evenly through the univer- 
ſal garden; and fructiſy, with their ſhowers, what- 
ever our hand plants.—— The Fields are our ex- 
hauſtleſs granary.— The Ocean is our valt reſer— 
voir. The Animals ſpend their ſtrength, to dit 
patch our buſineſs; reſign their cloathing, to re- 
pleniſh our ward-robe; and ſurrender their very 
lives, to provide for our tables.—In ſhort, every 
_ Element is a ſtore-houſe of conveniences ; every 
Seaſon brings us the chozceſt productions; all Na- 
ture is our catercr.—And, what is a moſt endearing 
recommendation of theſe fayours, they are all az 
lovely as they are uſeful. You obſerve nothing 
mean or inelegant. All is clad in Beauty's faireſt 
robe f, and regulated by Proportion's niceſt rule, 


This circumſtance, amidſt abundance of other noble and 
delicate remarks upon the wonders of nature, is finely touched 
in the Philoſophical Tranſactions recorded in the book of Job, 
chap. xxxviii. ver. 25. — n war yan Who hath di- 
vided a wWater-courſe for the overflowing of waters?“ 


The Hebrew is ſo pregnant and rich with ſenſe, tha no tran- 


lation can do jt juſtice. The following paraphraſe, perhaps, 
may repreſent the principal ideas comprehenced in the expreſ- 
five original. —— Who has branched out, and with adimira- 
ble judgment diſpoſed a variety of aqueducts; for that im 
menſe collection of waters, which float in the ſky? Who 
diſtributes thoſe pendulous floods, thro' all the borders of the 


earth? Diſtributes them, not in dreadful cataracts, or promit- 
cuous gluts of rain ; but in kindly drops, and refreſhing ſhowers ; 
with as much regularity and oeconomy, as if they were con- 
veye! by pipes from a conduit To whom ſhall we 4. 
cribe that niceneſs of contrivance, which now emits, nov 
reſtruins them; ſometimes derives their humid train t 
one place, ſomaimes to another; diſpenſes them to this 
ſoil in larger, to that in ſmaller communications; and, in a 
word, fo manages the mighty fluid, that every ſpot is ſup- 
plied in exact proportion to its wants, and none deſtroyed by 
an undiſtinguiſlliing deluge ? | | 
Perhaps, it was from ſuch an obſervation, that the 
Greeks, thoſe critical and refined judges of things, expreſſed 
the mundane ſyſtem by a word which ſigniſes beaury——- 


ah. 
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The whole ſcene exhibits a fund of pleaſures to 
the imagination; at the ſame time, that 1t more 
than ſupplies all our wants f. 

THEREFORE thou art inexcuſable, O man, hots: 
_ ever thou art, that rebelleſt againſt thy Maker. He 


ſurrounds thee, with unnumbered benefits; and fol- 


lows thee, with an effuſion of the richeſt, nobleſt 
gifts. He courts thy affections; he ſolicits thy 


gratitude; by liberalities which are never inter- 


Mitte. by A bounty which knows no limits. 


O]! moſt bleſſed Lord, let this thy gooduels, thy 


unwearied goodneſs, lead us to repentance, Win 
us to thyſelf, thou fountain of felicity, by theſe 


ſweet inducements, | Draw us to our duty, thou 


God of our ſalvation, by ihefe © cords of love.” 
WrarT a living picture is here, of the beneficial 

effects of induſiry by induſtry and cultivation, 

this neat ſpot is an image of F den. Here, is all 


that can entertain the eye, or regale the ſmell: 


berecas, without cultivation, this ſweet garden 


had been a deſolated wilderneſs; vile chiles bad: 


made 1t 8 and tangling briars inacceſſible. 
Without cultivation, it might have been a neſt for 
fer pents, and the horrid haunt of venomous crea- 


tures. But, the fpade and pruving-knife, 1n the 
hand of induſtry, have improv 0 it into a ſort of 


ꝛſerreſtrial paradiſe. 
How 


* Thoſe ſeveral living creatures, w hich are made for our 


« ſervice or ſuſtenance, at the ſame time either fill the woods 


with their muſic, furniſh us with game, or raiſe pleaſing 


. in us by the delighifulneſs of their appearance. 


Fountains, lakes, and rivers, are as refreſhing to the ima- 
4 gination, as to the ſoil through which they paſs. 5 

5 Spect. Vol. V. No, 357, | 
»» Omnis copia narlum. Hou: 


£ 
: 


| 


VF 


How naturally does this lead. our contemplation, 


to the advantages, that flow ſrom a virtuous educa- 


tion; and the miſeries, that enſue from the 5 neglect 
of t!————The mind, without early inftitution, 
muſt, in all probability, become like the“ vine- 
yard of the ſluggard.“ If left to the propenſities 
of its own depraved will; what can we expect, 
but a moſt luxuriant growth of unruly appetites; 
which, in time, will break forth into all mauner of 
ſcandalous irregularities? What? —but that Anger, 


like a prickly thorn, arm the temper with an un- 
tractable moroſeneſs: Peeviſnneſs, like a ſtinging net- 
tle, render the converſation forbidding: Avarice, 
like ſome cheaking weed, teach the fingers to gripe, 
and the hands to oppreſs: Revenge, like ſome _ 
poiſonous plant, replete with baneful juices, ran- 
Kkle in the breaſt, and meditate nuſchief to its neigh- 


bour: while unbridled Luſts, like ſwarms of 


Vvoiſome inſeqs, taint each riſing thought; and 
render © every imagination of the heart only evil 
continually.” Such, are the uſual products of ta. 
vage nature. Such, the furniture of the unculti- 
vated foul! 1 85 


WIXREAs let the mind be put under the“ nuy- 
ture and admonition of the Loxy:” Let a holy 


diſcipline clear the ſoil: let ſacred inſtructions ſow 


it with the beſt ſeed: let (kill and vigilance dreſs the 
rifing ' ſhoots; direct the young ideas, how to 


ſpread; the way-ward paſſions, how to move:— 
then, what a different ſtate of the inner man will 


quickly take place? Charity will breathe her ſweets, 
and Hope expand her bloſſoms: the perſonal virtues 
diſplay their graces, and the ſocial ones their fruits: 


& Negletis nrenda ſilix innaſcitur agris. Hom, 
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the *. -rutimptits- become generous; the carriage 
endearing ; the life honourable and uleful ]. | 

O! THarT governors of families, aud maſters of 
ſchools, would watch, with a conſcientious ſoli- 
citude, over the morals of their tender charge! 
What pity it is, that the advancing generation 
ſhould looſe theſe invaluable endowments, through 
any 5 in their inſtruftors!—— See! with 
What affiduity, the curious florilt attends his little 

nurſery; viſits them early and late; furniſhes then 
with the propereſt mould; fupphes them with ſea. 

ſonable moiſtures; guards them from the ravages 
of inſects; ſcreens them from the ipjuries of the 
weather; marks their ſpringing buds; obſerves 
them attentively, through their whole progrefs; and 


never intermits his auxiety, till he beholds them 


blown into full perfection. — And, ſhall a range of 
painted leaves, that flouriſh to-day, and to-morrow 
fall to the ground—ſhall theſe be tended, with 


more zealous | 2 ng than the noble faculties 
of an mera! ſoul? Eo 


YerT 


* This transformation of the heart, and renewal of the life, 
are repreſented in ſcripture, by fimilitudes, very nearly allied 

to the Images uſed above: God, by his fanctifying 

Spirit,“ will make the ſoul as a watered den? Under the 

operation of this divine principle, * the deſart ſhall rejbice, 
and bloſſom as the roſe.“ Wherever it exerts the retining 
and enobling energy, © inſtead of the thorn, ſhall come u p 
the firstree; and inſtead of the briar, the myrthe. tree. 
Jerem. Xxxt. 12. fat. xxxv. i. Iſai. iv. 13. | 

1} ———A teneris aſſueſcere tanti eſt! Vins. 
— vag hing infect, 70 dre; „ Brwg shu e 500. 

eh. ke hal, K A π ⸗,ͥr̃e A, prov De vo may. Ariſtot. The 
at we imbibe, and the havits we contract, in our 
early years, are not matters of ſmall moment, but of rhe 
_ utmoſt conſequence imaginable. They not only give a tran- 
ſient, or ſuperfictal tincture, to our firſt appearance in life; 
but moſt commonly ſtamp the form of our whole future con- 
duct, and even of our eternal ſtate, 
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Vrr truſt not in cultivation alone; 'tis the bleſ- 
fing of the almighty huſbandman, that impurts 
ſucceſs to ſuch labours of love. If GOD fea! 
Kup the bottles of heaven,” and commands the 
clouds to with-hold their fatneſs, the belt manured 
plot becomes a barren deſart. And, if be reſtrain 
the dew of his heaveuly benediction, all human 
endeavours miſcarry; the rational plantation lan- 
guiſhes; and our moſt pregnant hopes, from 
youths of the moſt promiſing genius, prove abor- 
tive.“ Their root will be as rottenneſs, and their 
bloſſom will go up as duſt“ *-—Therefore. let pa- 
reuts plant; let tutors water; but, let both look up 

to the Father of ſpirits, for the deſired increaſe. 
ON every fide, I ſpy ſeveral budding flowers. 
As yet they are cloſely convolved, and wrapt with- 
in a ſtrong incloſure. All their beauties he con— 
cealed, and their ſweets locked up.—— [uſt ſuch is 
the niggardly wretch ; whoſe aims are all turned 
inward, and meauly terminated upon himſelf: who 
makes his own private mtereſts, or perſonal plea- 
ſures, the ſole centre of his deſigns, and the ſcanty 
circumference of all bis actions, 55 
But, ere-long, the fearching beams will open 
_ theſe Hlken folds, and draw them into a graceful 
_ expanſion. Then, what a lovely bluſh will glow 
In their cheeks; and what a balmy odour exhale 
from their boſons fo, when divine grace ſhines 
upon the mind, even the echurl becomes bountiful: 
the heart of ſtone is taken away; and a heart of 
fleih, a heart ſuſceptible af the ſofteſt, moſt com- 
pallionate emotions, is introduced in its ſtead. O! 
how ſweetly do the ſocial affections dilate them 
ſelves under fo benign an influence! juſt like theſe 
diſcloſing gems, under the powerful eye of day. 
The tender regards are no longer confined to a fin. 
gle object; but extend themſelves into a generous 
3 concern 


* Iſai, v. 24. 
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concern for mankind, and ſhed liberal refreſhments 
on all within their reach }. „„ 
Anis then thou Sun of Righteouſneſs; ariſe 
with healing under thy wings; and transfuſe thy 
gentle, but penetrating ray, thro” all our intellec- 
tual powers. Inlarge every narrow diſ poſition, and 
fill us with a diffuſive benevolence. Make room 
in our breaſts, for the whole human race; and 
teach us to love all our fellow-creatures, for their 
amiable Creator's ſake. May we be pleaſed with 
heir excellencies, and rejoice at their happineſs; 
but feel their miſeries as our own, and, with a bro- 


ther's ſympathy, haſten to relieve them! 
__ Diseosed at proper diſtances, I obſerved a range 
of ſtrong and {ately ſtalks. They ſtand like tow- 
ers along the walls of a fortified city; or riſe like 
lofty ſpires, amidſt a group of houſes. They part 


at the top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky pads; from 


each of which will be excluded, within a little 
time, a fine figure, of a very peculiar and inſtruc- 
tive character; roundeg; into a form, that conſti- 
tutes a perfect circle; ſpread wide open, into the 
moſt frank and communicative air; tinged witk 
the colour, which, of all others, moſt captivates : 
the miſer's eye. 5 Se „ EE : 
Bor, the property I chiefly admire, is its paſ- 
| Gonate fondneſs for the Sun. When evening with 
5 5 8 „„ 
4 How beautiful is the idea, and how ſignificant the expreſ- 
Non, in that fine paſſage of the prophet; where deſcribing the 
charitable temper, he ſays—-* If thou draw out thy ſoul to the 
- Hungry !——which, I think, may very properly be illuſtrated 


by the circumſtances obſerved above. The opening of theſe _ 
buds into a large and extenſive ſpread, is a 27 portrait 
of the amplitude of a generous heart; which cannot ſhut 

its compaſſion, or remain unconcerned at any human calamity. 
The freeneſs and copiouſneſs, with which their choiceſt eſ- 
Fences, their aromatic ſouls, are continually poured out; 
may repreſent, not only the various acts of an unwearied li- 
| berality ; but alſo that cordial affection, and yearning tender- 
nee, with which they are beſtowed. ai, lviii. 10. 
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her ſhades comes on, the poor floyer droops, and 
folds uputs leaves. It mourns all the long night, 
like ſome forlorn lover, for the abſence of the 
light. No ſooner does Providence open “ the eye- 
„ [ids of the morning;” but immediately it ads 
drelles itſelf, to the object of its affection; courts 
and careſſes it all the day; nor ever loſcs fight of 
the refulgent charmer, ſo long as he continues 
above the horizon, —In the morning you may 
perceive it, preſenting a golden boſom to the caſi; 
at noon, it points upward, to the middle ſky; ii 
the evening, follows we lame attractive anden 
"to the wet. 
SURELY, Nature is a book, and ex very page rich 
with ſacred hints. To an attentive mind, the gar- 
den turns preacher; and its blooming tenants are 
fo many lively ſermons. What an engaging pat- 
tern, aud what an excellent leſſon, have we here! 
-ſo, let the redeemed of the Lox look unto 
Jzsvs , and be conformed to their beloved. Let 
us all be Heliotropes (if I may uſe tbe expreſſion) 
to the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Let our paſhons riſe 
aud fall; take this Courſe or that; as his word de- 
termincs, as his holy example guides. Let us be 
ſo accommodated, both to his commandiug and 
providential will, as the wax is turned to the im- 
printing ſeal; or as the aſpect of this enamoured 
Wee to the ſplendid ſtar which Creates our 
Cay „ g 
T every Enjoy ment, O thou watchful chriſtian, 
look unto JisUs, receive it as pfocceding irom his 
love, and purchaſed by his agomes | -In ever 


4* 
Tribulation 


* ls ſuum, r Radice tenetur, 
Vertitur ad Solem. 
+ Heb. x1i. 2 
1 He funk beneath our dee woes, 
To raiſe us to his throne 
There's not a gift his hand beſtows, 
* But coſt his heart a groan,” WATTS 


Oy1D. 


| earth. Ifat. xlv. 22. 
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Tribulation look unto Jzsvs; mark his gracious 


hand, managing the ſcourge; or mingling the bit- 


ter cup; attempering it to a proper degree of Se- 

verity; adjuſting the time of its continuance; and 
ready to make theſe ſeeming diſaſters, productive 
of real good. — In every Infirmity and Failing, 


look unto Jxsvs, thy mercifu} High-Prieſt; plead- 
ing bis atoning blood, and making interceſſion for 


tranſgreflors —In every Prayer look unto JEsus 
thy prevalling advocate; recommending thy deva- 
tions, and © bearing the iniquity of thy holy. 


«© things f. — Inu every Temptation look unto _ 
Jasvs, the author of thy ſtrength, and captain of 


thy ſalvation, who alone is able to lift up the hands 
that hang down, to invigorate the enſeebled knees, 
and make thee more than conqueror aver all thy. 
enemies.—But eſpecially, whep the hour of thy 
departure approaches; when © thy fleſh and thy 


heart fail;” when all the ſprings of life are irre-. 


3 breaking; then look unto Jzsvs, with a 


elieving-eye *. Like expiring Stephen, behold 


him ſtanding at che right hand of Gop, on purpoſe 
to ſuccour his people, in this their laſt extremity, 


Yes, my chriſtian friend, when the journey through 


life is finiſned, and thou art arrived on the very 
verge of mortality; when thoy art juſt launching 


out into the invihble world, and all before thee 


is vaſt eternity; then, O then, be ſure to look 
itedfaftly unto Jesvs! © See by Faith the LoRp's 


4c CHRIST.“ 5 View him, EE the only Way 52 to 
the everlaſting manſions; as the only Door, || to 


YoxDEn tree, that faces the ſouth, has ſome- 
zhing too remarzable, to pals without obſervation. 


+ Exod. xxvill. 38. VF 
Lock unto ME, and be ye-faved, all the end: of the 


* 28 * * 1 ” 
5 Jobn 2 7 90. 4 30 
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like the fruitful, tho' feeble vine, ſhe brings 
forth a large family of branches: but unable to 
ſupport them herſelf, commits them to the tuition 
of a ſunny wall. As yet, the tender twigs have 
fcarce gemmed their future bloſſoms. However, 1 
may anticipate the well known productions; and 
picture to myſelf the Paffion-flower; which will, 
in due time, with a long and copious ſucceſſion, 
adorn the boughs. 

I Have read, in a orofaca author, of flowers i in- 
feribed with the names of kings]: but here is one, 
imblazoned with the marks of the bleeding Prince 


ol life. I read, in the inſpired writings of apoſ- 


tolic men; who bore about, in their bodies the 
Dying of the Loap Jxsus g: but, bere is a bloom- 
ing religioſo, that carries apparent memorials, of 
the ſame tremendous and fatal cataſtrophe,— 
Who would have expected to find ſuch a tragedy 
of woe, exhibited in a collection of the moſt delt- 
cate delights? Or, to ſee Calvary's horrid ſcene, 
pourtrayed on the ſofteſt ornamenis of the garden? 
—]s nature then actuated by the noble ambition, 
of paying commemorative honours, to her agoniz- 
ing Sovereign ? Is ſhe kindly officious to remind for- 
zetful mortals, of that miracle of mercy, which it 
is their duty to contemplate, and their happineſs 
to belicve?—Or, is a ſportive imagination my in- 
terpreter: and all the ſuppoſed reſemblance, no 


more than the precarious glaſs of fancy? Be it ſo: | 


yet even fancy has her merit, when ſhe ſets forth, 
in ſuch pleating imagery, the crucified Jrsus. 
Nor ſhould T refuſe a willing regard, to imagination 
herſelf; when ſhe employs her creative powers to 
revive the ſenſe of ſuch unparalleled love, and 
prompt my grautude to ſo divine a friend. . 
| Tiiatr 
1 Dic, thus in Terris inſeripti No omina Regum | 

Naſcantur Flore: Vine, 


12 Cor. iv. 10. 
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Tran ſpiral Tendril, ariſing from the bottom 
of the Stalk; is it a repreſentation of the Scourge, 
which laſhed the Redeemer's unſpotted tieſh; and 
in flicted thoſe ſtripes, by which our fouls arc beal- 
ed? Or, is it twiſted for the Cord, which bound 
bis hands, i in painful and ignominious confinement; 
thole beneficent hands, which were inceflantly 
ſtretched out to unlooſe the heavy burthens, aud to 
impart bleſfings of every choice kind 2 —Bchold 
the Nails which were drenched iu his ſacred Veins, 
and rivetted his feet to the accurled tree: thoſe 
beautiful“ ſeet, which always went about doing 
good; aud travelled far aud near, to ſpread the glad 
udings of everlaſting falvation.—Sce the Hammer, 
ponderous and maſly, that drove the rugged irons 


| through the racked nerves ; that forced a paſlage 


; tor thoſe dreadful wedges, between the diſlocated 
bones: View the Thorns, which encircled our 
Royal Maſter's brows, and ſhot their keen afflic- 


tive points into his bleſſed head: that head which 


was ever meditating peace to poor ſinners: and 
ſpent many a wakeful night in ardent prayer for 
| their happineſs. O the ſmart! the fiercely throb- 
ing ſmart! when, inſtead of the triumphant laurel; 
or the odoriferous garland, that pungent aud rag. 
ged wreath, was planted on the meek Meſſiah's 
torchead ! When rude and barbarous blows of the 
firong caſtern cane f, ſtruck the prickly crown, aud 
fixed 


= A Hou beam are the feet of him that bringeth 9 6 
tidings, that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publiſheth ſalvation!” Iſai. li. 7. 5 

* They took the reed, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, 6 and 


5 nde him on the head © and fo, as it were, nailed down 


the thorns into his forehead and temples, and occaſioned 
3 thereby exquiſite pain, as w ell as a great effuſion of blood.“ 
| Family Expoſitor, Vol. II. Sect. 188.- © It is moſt 
" probable, adds the ſame Judicions critic, this was a walk- 

85 ing- taff, ww hich they put into his hand as a 5 for a 
00 * blow 
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fixed every thorn deep in his tender temples *!— 
There ſtand the Diſciples ranged in the green im- 
palement; and forming a circle, round the inſtru- 
ments of therr great commander's torture. They 
ſtand wedged in firm battalion; appear like o 
many faithiul adherents, that breathe a gallaut re- 
ſolution; either of defending their Lord to the laſt 

extremity, or of dropping, in honourable deaths, 
by his fide. O! that they had giving ſuch prooſs 
of zeal and fidelity in their conduct, as their 
: Ready poſture, and determined afpect, ſeem to pro- 
miſe! But, alas! what is human firmneſs, when 
deſtitute of ſuccours from above, but an expiring Va- 
pour? What is every ſaint, if unſupported by pom 
erfu] grace, but an abandoned traitor !—Obtlerve 
the Glory, delineated in rays of imperial purple. 
But ah! how incapable are threads, though ſpun 
by Summer's *fiveſt hand; though dycd in ſnous, 
or dipped in heaven; to diſplay the immaculate 
excellency of his human, or the ineffable majeſty | 
of his divine nature! Compared with thefe ſublime 
perſections, the moſt vivid aſſemblage of colours 
fades into an unmeauing flatneſs; the moſt charm- 
ing effects of light and ſhade are not only mere daub- 
1488, but an abſolute blank. 


8 MONG 


< blow with a ſlight reed w ould ſcarce have been felt, or have 
« deſerved a mention in a detail of ſuch dreadful ſufferings.” 

* The ſmart, attending this unparalleled piece of con- 
temptuous barbarity, muſt be inexpreſſibly ſevere: not only, 
on account of the many painful punctures made in the fleſh; 
but principally, becauſe the perioſteum, a moſt exquiſitely 
lenſible regument of the bones: lying, in thofe parts, very 
near the external ſkin; muſt receive a multitude of moſt ter- 
rible wounds. The anguiſh of which could not fail of being 
inflamed to an exceſs of rage, by the continuance of fo many 
thorny lancets, in chat extremely tender membrane; which, 


3 ſuch A Caſe, 


——-—trembling alive all 0 er, 
Muſt ſmart and N are at ev ry pore, 


""XXX1V. 29. 
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Auoxò all the beauties, that ſhive in funny 


robes, and ſip the filver dews; this, I think, has 


the nobleſt import, if not the fineſt preſence. Were 


they all to paſs in review, and expect the award 
of {uperiority from wy deciſion; I ſhould not be- 


ſitate a moment. Be the prize aſſigned to this amia- 
ble candidate; which has ſo eminently diſtinguith- 
d, aud ſo highly dignitied herſelf, by bearing ſuch 
4 remarkable reſemblance to“ 'The Rightegus. 


Brauch: The Plant of renown.” - While others 


appoiut it a place in the Parterre; I would trauſ— 
plant the Paton flower, or rather transfer its ſacred 


Aguificancy, to my heart. There let it bloom, 
Doth in Summer and in Winter; bloom, in the molt. 


impreillwve characters, and with an undecay ing 
tuitre. That J alſo may wear—wear on my very 
toul, the traces of Immanuel; pierced for my fins, 


and bruiled for my tranſgreſſions. That I allo may 
Te crucited with Chrift |; at leaſt in peunential 
remorſe, and affectionate ſympathy. That I may 
know the fellowſhip of his ſufferings $; and feel 
all mpyevil affections wounded by his agouies, mor— 


litiec by bis dest. 5 
There is another ſubje of the verdant kingdom, 


which makes fo very uncommon a figure, as juſtly 
claims my particular notice. One, lo extremely 
diſſident in her diſpoſition, and delicate in her con- 
ſtitution, that the dares not venture herſelf abroad 
in the open air: but is nurſed up in the warmth. 
of a hot-bed, and lives cloiſtcred in the cells of a 
grcen-houſe.— But the moſt curious peculiarity 
is, that of all her kindred ſpecies, ſhe alone par- 
takes of perceptive life; at leaſt, advances ucareit 
to this more exalted ftate of being; and may be 


looked on as the link, which connects the animal 
EY : 5 


| So the bleſſed Jeſus is deſcribed Jer. xxiil. 5. Fa). 


4 Gal. . 20. & Phil. iii. 10. 
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and the vegetable world. A ftranger, br ing ber 


qualities, would almoſt be induced to ſuſpect; that ſhe 

is indued with ſome inferior degrees of conſciouſncls 
and caution. For, if you ofter to handle this Senfi- 
tive Plant, ſhe immediately takes the alarm; haſtily 
contracts her fibres; and like a perſon under appre- 
henſions of violence, withdraws from your finger, in 
a kind of precipitate diſorder. Perhaps the beauty 


of her aſpe& might be ſullicd, or the niceneſs of her 
texture diſcompoſed, by the human touch. There 


fore, like a coy virgin, ſhe keeps at a diſtance, from 


all unbecoming familiarities ; and will admit no 
Juch 1 improper, if not pernicious, jreedoms. 


WHATEVER be the cauſe of this unuſual effect; 


Tt ſuggeſts an inſtructive admonition, to the chriſ. 
tian. Such ſhould be our apprehenſive, timorous 


care, with regard to ſin; and all, even the moſt 


diſtant approaches of vice. We ſhould avoid the 
very appearance of evil, and ſtand aloof from every 
occaſion of falling.—If ſinners entice; if. forbidden 

pleaſures tempt ; or if opportunity beckon with 


the gain of injuſtice i in her hand; turn from the 
gilded ſnare; touch not the beautcous bane ; but 
fly, fly with hafte, ſly without any delay, from the 


bewitching ruin.—Does anger draw near with her 
lighted torch, to kindle the flame of reſentment in 
our breaſts? Does flattery ply our ears with her in- 


chanting and! intoxicating whiſpers? Would diſcon- 
tent lay her leading hand upon our tempers, and 


mould into our minds her ſour leven; in order to 
make us a burden to ourſelves, and unamiable to 
others! Inſtantly let us divert our attention from 

the dangerous objects; and not ſo much endeavour 


to antidote, as to ſhun the moral contagion. Let 
us revolve, in our meditations, that wonderful 
meekneſs of our diſtreſſed Maſter; which, amidſt 
the moſt abuſive and provoking inſults, maintained 
an uniform tenor of unſhaken ſerenity. Let us 


contemplate that prodigious humiliation ; which 


bron gaht 
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Þrought him from an 1nfinite height above all 
worlds, to make his bed in the duſt of death. Let 
us ſooth our jarring, our uneaſy paſſions, by an at- 
venti ve reflection on that chearfulneſs and refigna- 
tion; which rendered him, in the deepeſt poverty, 
unleignedly thankful; and under the heavieſt tri- 
bulations, moſt ſubmifhvely patient. 

Ha HOUR not, thereſore, on any conſideration, 
the betrayer of our virtue. Be deaf, inflexibly 
deaf, to the beguiling folicitation. If it obtrude 
into the unguarded heart; give it entertainment, no, 
not for a moment. To parly with the enemy, is 
to open a door for deſtruction. Our ſajety conſiſts 
in flight: and, in this caſe, ſufpicion is the 
trueſt prudence; fear, the greateſt bravery.— Play 
not on the bzink af the precipice, Flutter not 
round the 1 889 the flame. Dally not with the 
ilings of death But reject, with a becoming mix- | 
ture of folicitude and abhorrence, the very firſt in- 
| finuations of iniquity: as cautiouſly, as the ſmart- 
ing ſore ſhrinks even from the ſofteſt hand; as con- 


ſtautly as 8 Jealous plant 1 recaus at the approach- 
ing g touch? 


Nor 


+ The Prophet Iſa inh, in an e! legant and lively deſcription 
of the vpright man, lays, he ſhaketh his hands from holding 
of bribes; and I may add, from practiſing any kind of iniquity. 
The image, excecaingly beautiful, and equally expreſſive, 
both illuftrates and enforces the doctrine of this whole ſection. 
 ———Shaketh his hands; juſt as a perſon would do, who 
| happens to have burning coals fall into his lap, or ſome venom- 
ous creature faftening upon his fleſh. In ſuch a caſe, none 
would ſtand a moment to confider ; none would debate with 
himſelf, the expediency of the things; but, inſtantly fling 
off the pernicious incu: mbrance; inſlantly endeayour to diſen- 
gage himſelf, from the clinging miſchief ———lfai. xxxiii. 13. 
I have repreſente ed the danger of not ſmothering imme- 
Giately the very fürſt ſparks of temptation, in a variety of 
views. Becauſe, a proper beliaviour, in this conjuncture, is 
of ſuck valt importance zo the purity, the lafety, and the 


comfort 


# Þ 


a 
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Nor long ago, theſe curious produftions of the 
fpring were coarſe and miſſhapen roots. Had we 
opened the earth, and beheld them in their ſeed; 
how uncouth and contemptible, had their appear- 
ance been;—but now, they are the boaſt of nature; 


the delight of the ſons of men; finiſhed patterns for 
_ evameling and embroidery; outſhining even the 
| happieſt ſtrokes of the pencil. They are taught to 
bloom, but with a very inferior luſtre f, in the 


richeſt tapeſtries, and moſt magnificent ſilks. Art 


never attempts to equal their incomparableelegan- 
cCies; but places all her merit, in copying after 


theſe delicate originals. Even thoſe that glitter in 


ſilver, or whoſe cloathing is of wrought gold; are 
proud to borrow additional ornaments, ſrom a fprig 
of jeſſamine, or a little allemblage of pinks. 


Wuar a fine idea may we form from hence, 


of the Reſurrection of the Juſt, and the ſtate oi 
their re- animated bodies! As, the roots even of 
our choiceit Flowers, when depoſited in the ground, 
are rude and ungraceful; but, when they ſpring up 
into blooming lite, are moſt exquiſitely elegant; ſo, 


the poor fleſh of a Saint, when committed to the 


duſt, alas! what is it? A heap of corruption; a 
maſs of putrefying clay. 


But, when it obeys the 
L 2 — great 


comfort of our minds. —Becauſe, I had the royal mora- 


liſt in my eye; who, deterring his pupils from the path of 


the wicked, cries, with an air of deep concern, and in the 


language of vehement importunity, cries: avoid it; paſs not 
by it; turn from it, and paſs away. How ſtrongly is the coun- 
ſel urged, by being ſo frequently repeated, in ſuch a remark- 


able diverſity of conciſe and abrupt, conſequently of forcible 


and preſſing admonitions { Prov. iv. 15. 


+ The cowfſlip ſmiles in brighter yellow dreft, 

Than that which veils the nubile virgin's breaſt: 

A fairer red lands bluſhing in the roſe, 

Than that which on the bridegroom's veſtment flows. 
e e PRIcE's Solom. 
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great archangel's call, and tarts into renewed ex- 


iſtence; O]! what an aſtoniſhing change enſues! 


What a moſt prodigious improvement takes place! 


That which was ſown in weakneſs, will be rail- 
end in all the vivacity of power. That which was 
ſown in deformity will be raiſed in the bloom of 
celeſtial beauty; and ſhine “ as the brightneſs of 
d the firmament, Dr hen it darts the e Ne blue, 
through the fleeces— 
cleaving cloud. 


—the uon flegces of ſome 


FEAR not, then, thou faithſu] chriſtian; fear not 


at the appointed time, to deſcend into the tomb. 
Thy foul thou mayſt truſt with thy omnjpotent Re- 


deemer, who is Lob of the uuſcen world; * who 
*© has the keys of hell, and of dearth. 5: Moſt ſaſely 


mayſt thou 12 7 thy beiter part, jn thoſe bene fi- 


cent hands, which were pierced with nails, and 


{faſtened to the i ignominious tree, for thy ſalv ation 
aud, with regard to thy fleſhly tabernacle, be not 
diiſmayed; it is only taken down, to he rebuilt upon 


a diviner plan, and in a more heavenly form. If it 


retire into the ſhadow of death, and gloom of the 

grave: it is ouly to return from a ſhort confinement, 
to endleſs liberty. If it dies, it is in order to rite 
more illuſtrious from its ruins; arid wear an inſmite- 
ly brighter face, of perfection, and of glory *. 


Havine, now, made my panegyric; let me, 


next, take up a lamentation, lor theie ſweeteſt pro- 5 


ductions of the vegetable world. For, ] forciee 


their approaching doom: yet a little while, and all 
| theſe pleaſing ſcenes vaniſh: yet a little w hile, and 
all the ſweets of the breathing, all the beauties of 
the blooming ſpring, periſh. Every one of theſe 


5 amiable 
2 The Wiſe, the Juft, the ous and the Brave, 


Live in their Deaths, and flouriſh from the Grave; 5 
Grain hid in Earth repays the Peaſant's Care; 
And Ev'ning Suns but ſet to riſe more fair, | 
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amiable forms muſt he ſhrivelled to deformity, and 
trodden to the earth.—SiIgnihcant reſemblance this, 
of all created beauty. All fleſh is graſs, ſaith the 
Prophetie voice, aud all the goodlineſs thereof as 
the flower of the held. Behold, then, ye bright- 
eſt among the daughters of Eve; behold yourſelves 
in this laſs. Sce the charms of your perſoneclipſed, 


by the luſtre of theſe little flowers; and the frailty 


of your ſtate repreſented, “ by their tranſient 


glories. 
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When Snows deſcend, and robe As Fields, 
In Winter's bright Array; 
Touch'd by the Sun, tlie Luftre fades, 

And weeps itſelf aw ay. 


When 5 ring appears; when Violets blow, 
And ſhed a rich Perfume; 
How ſoon the Fragrance breathes its lag f 
How fſhort-liv'd is the Bloom ! 


Freſh in the Morn, the Summer Roſe, 
_- Hangs wither'd ere'tis Noon: 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy Gift, 
But mourn the Pleaſure 85 ne. 


With gliding Fire, an Fv'ning Star 
Streaks the Autumnal Skies; 
Shook from its Seat it darts aw ay, 

And, in an Inſtant, dies. 


Such are the Charms, that fluſh the hee“, 
And ſparkle in the Eve: 

So, from the lovely find Form 
'The tranſie nt Graces fly. 
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glories.” A fever may ſcorch thoſe poliſhed veins; 
a confumption emaciate the dimpling cheeks; a 
load of unexpected ſorrows deprels thoſe lively 
ſpirits. Or; if theſe diſaſters, in pity, ſpare the 
tender frame; yet age, inexorable age and wrinkles, 


will come at laſt; will wither the fine features, 


and blaſt every ſprightly grace. 


THEN, ye fair, wheu thole ſparkling eyes are 


darkened, and fink in their orbs; When they are 


_zolling in agonies, or ſwimming in death—how 


will you ſultan the affliction; how will you repair 
the loſs? ——Oh! apply your thoughts to religion; 


chooſe and attend to the one thing needful. Believe 


in, and imitate the bleſſed jeſus: then ſhall 


your ſouls mount up to the realms of happineſs; 
when the well. proportioned clay is mingling with 
its mean original. The bright beams of Gop's 


countenance will irradiate, with a matchleſs per- 


| ſection, all their faculties. Cleanſed entirely from 


every dreg of corruption, like ſome unſullied mir- 


for, they will reflet the complete image of their 
Crecator's holineſs.— O! that you would thus dreſs 


your minds, and prepare for the immortal ſtate! 
Then, from ſhining among your felttow-creatures 


on earth, you ſhall be tranſlated, to ſhine around 


the throne of Gop, for ever and ever. Then, from 


being the ſweeteners of our life, and the delight of 


our eyes, here below, you ſhall paſs, by au eaſy 
iranfition, into angels of light; and becoming © an 


OW everlaſting excellency, the Joy o all genera- 
e e 
Ves; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay 


: Yonder Lily, that looks. [its the queen of the gay 
creation See, how graceſully it erects its majeſt ic 


head: | What an air of dignity and grandeur euno- - 
ble 


Ta this the Seaſons, as they ro 1, 
Their F bring: 

They warm the Fair; theirs n Nr 
Confirms the truth I fing 


ot ye 2 4 he oo 


* n M.A. * * Lead Oo 


FLOWER-GARDEN. 131 


bles its aſpect ! For elevated mein, as well as incom- 
parable luſtre; juſtly may it be preferred to the 
maguilicent monarch of the caſt *®. But, all ſtately 
and charming as it is, it will hardly ſurvive a few 
more days: that unſpotted whiteneſs muſt quickly 
be tarniſhed; and the ſuowy form dehled in the 
a SST LEE ore TS} We F- 5 
As the Lily pleaſes, with the noble ſimplicity of 
its appearance; the Tulip is admired, for the gaie- 
ty and multiplicty of its colours. What a profu— 
ſion of dyes arrays its painted cup! Its tinges are 
ſo glowing; its contraſts ſo ſtrong; and the arrange- 
ment of them both, fo elegant and artful !—"Twas 
lately the pride of the border, and the reignivg 
beauty of the delightful ſeaſon. As exquilitely 
{ine as the rainbow, and almoſt as extremely tran- 
ſient; it ſpfead, for a little moment, its glittering | 
plumage: but has, now, laid all its diſtinguiſhed 
honours down. Thoſe tadiant ſtripes are blended, 
alas] rudely blended, with common mould. 
To a graceful ſhape, and blooming complexton, 
| the roſe adds the molt agreeable perfume. Outr 
noſtrils make it repeated viſits, and are never wea- 
ry of drinking its fweets: A ifagftance, ſo pecu- 
larly rich and reviving, tranſpires from its opening 
tuſts; that every oue covets its acquaintance. How 
have I ſeen even the accompliſhed Clariſſa, for 
whom ſo many votaries languiſh, fondly careſſing 
this little flower! That lovely boſom, which is 
the ſeat of innocence and virtue; whole leaſt ex- 
_ cellency it is, to rival the delieacy of the pureſt 
ſuows; among a thouſand charms of its gyn, 
thinks it poſſible to adopt another from the damaſk 
roſe-bud,——Yet even this univerſal favourite 


muſt fail. Its native balm cannot preſerve it from 
putrefaction. Soon, ſoon muſt it reſigu all thoſe 
endeativg qualities; and hang negledted on its 


o 


ſtem, or drop deſpiſed to the ground. 0 
eee | 2 


Mat vi. 29. 
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Ox could wiſh; methinks, theſe lovelieſt of the 
inanuimate race, a longer exiſtence: but in vain: 


They fade, almoſt as ſoon as they flouriſh: With- 


in leſs than a month, their glortes are extindt. Let 
the ſun take a few more journeys through the ſky; 
then, viſit this inchanting walk; and you will find 
nothing, but a wretched wilderneſs of ragged or 


naked ftalks-—But O! (My foul exults in the 


thought) the garment of celeſtial glory, which 
hall ere-long array the re-animated body, will ve- 
ver wax old. The illuſtrious robes of a Saviour's 
-  confumnnte righteoufuels, which are appointed to 
deck the juſtified ſpirit, are incorruptible and im- 
mortal. No moth can corrode their texture; no 
number of ages ſully their brightneſs. The light 
of day may be queuched, and all the ſtars fink in 
obſcurity; but, the honours of © Juſt men, made 
_« perfe&,” are ſubje& to no diminution: inextin- 
guiſhable and anfading, is the luſtre. of their 


460 


crown. 


Tes; ye flowery nations, ye muſſ all decay.— 
Wi inter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtable conquer- 
or, that carries fire and ſword, where-ever he ad- 

vances, demoliſhes towns; depopulates countries; 

ſpreads ſlaughter and deſolation on ev ery. fide—So, 
juſt ſo, will winter, with his ſavage and unrelenting _ 
blaſts, invade this beautiful proſpect. The ſtorms 
are gathering, and the tempeſts muſteripg their rage, 
to fall upon theſe vegetable kingdoms. They will 
ravage through the dominions of nature; and plun- 
der her riches, and lay waſte her charms. lben, 
phie trees, mult ye ſtand ſtript of your verdant ap- 
parel; and ye, fields, be ſpoiled of your waving 


a Then, the earth, diſrobed of all her 


Jay attire, muſt fit in fables, like a difconſolate 


widow: The ſun too, that now rides in triumph 


round the world, and ſcatters gaiety from his radi- 
ant eye, will then look 388 from the windows 
of 
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of the ſouth; and, caſting a ſhort glance on our 
dejected world, will leave us the uncomfortable 
gloom of tedious nights, ——Then, theſe pretty 
Choiriſters of the air ill 8 no more to the 
gentle gales. The Lark, the Linnet, and all the 
teathered fongſters, abandon their notes, and in- 
dulge their woes. Mute is every ſhrill and tune- _ 
ful pipe: the harmony of the woods is at an end: 
and ſilence, (unlefs interrupted by howling Winds) 
ſullen ſilence, ſits brooding upon the boughs; that 
are now made vocal, by a thouſand warbling 
throats, N 
Bur, O! raviſhing nba! the ſongs of 
faints in light never admit a pauſe for fadneſs. 
All heaven will refound with the melody of their 
gratitude, and all eternity echo to their trium- 
phant acclamations. The Hallelujahs of that world; 
and the harmonious Joy of its Inhabitants; will be 
as laſting, as the divine Perfections they celebrate. 
Come then, holy love, and tune my heart; 
"defend celeſtial fire, and touch my tongue; that 
I may ſland read y to ſtrike up, and bear my part, 
in that great hofanna, that everlaſting hymn. 
| Yrs; yes; ye flowery nations, ye mult all decay 
—And, indeed, could you add the ſtrength of an 
oak, or the e ability of a pyramid f, to all the 


delicacy 


OY 2 


+ 1 know: not any performance, in which the tranſitory 7 
nature of theſe moſt durable monuments of human grandeur, 
is hinted with ſuch a modeſt air of inſtruction; or their hi- 
deous ruin deſcribed, in ſuch a pomp of pleaſing horror; as 
in a ſmall, but ſolemn, pictureſque, and majeſtic poem in- 
tirled— Tus Ruixs or Rowe, written by the Rev. Mr. 
DER; whom the reader (if he has the pleaſure of peruſing 
that beautiful piece) will eafily perceive to have drawn from 
the originals themſelves; as nothing but the fight of thoſe 
magniticent remains, could have in ire his lines with ſuch 
vlvacity. As a ſpecimen of the work, and a confirmation 


of e the remark ſuggeſted above, I take leave to tranſcribe the 
: following lines; 5 | 


The | 
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delicacy of your texture: yet ſhort, exceeding 
| ſhort even then, would your duration be. For, 1 
Jee, that all things come to an end. The pillars of 
Vature are tottering; the foundations of the round 
world are falling away: The heavens themſelves 
wax old like a garment.” —But, amidſt theſe 
views of general ruin, here is our refuge; this 
our conſolation; we know that our Redeemer 
liveth. Tby years, bleſſed jeſus, ſhall not fail; 1! 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, Thou art ſtill the 1 
ſame; the ſame moſt excellent and adorable being; 
the ſame omnipotent and faithful ſriend; the ſame 
all-ſufficient and ineſtimable portion. O!' may we 
dit partake-of thy merits; be ſanQified by thy 
grace; and received into thy glory! — Then, 
3 | periſh if ye will, all inferlour delichts. Let alt 
© that is ſplendid in the ſkies expire; and all that is 
„ amiable in nature be expunged. Let the whole ex- 
tent of creation be turned again into one undiſtin- 
E guiſhable void; one univerlal btank:—Yet, if God 
da Ours, we mall have enough: If God be ours, 
we ſhall have all, and abound | : All that our cir- 
| cumſtances can want, or our BF crave to mae 
us inconceivably bleſſed and happy: bleſſed and 
| happy, not only throug h this little iuterval of 
time, du . the unmeaſureable revolutions _ 
| e ernie, 
Tax fun, is now come forth in his firength; and. 
= heats fiercely upon my throbbing pulſe.— Let 
mae retire to yonder inviting arbour. There. the 
Moodbines 


„ —.!)àyJ 


— pilgrim off... 
At dead of night, mid his avaiſon hears 
Aghaſt the voice of time, diſparting towers, 
Tumbling all precipitate down daſh'd _ 
Rattling around, loud thund'ring ts the moon. 
We His hand the good Man faſtens on the ikies, 
And bids earth roll nor feels the idle whirl. 
| — Night-Thoug ins, No rr, 


| 
' 
| 
j 
| 
b 
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Waodbiria retain the lucid drop and the Jeflamines, 
that line the verdant alcove, are ſtill impearled 
with dews.—— Welcome, ye refreſhing ſhades! I 
feel, I feel, your chearing influence. My languid 
ſpirits revive; the ſlackened finews are new-ſtrung; 
and life bounds briſker, through all her erimfou 
channels... -- 
Rxcr1xxp on this moſſy couch; and furrounded 
by this fragrant coolneſs; let me renew my aſpira- 
tions, to the ever-preſent Deity. Here, let me 


remember, and imitate, the pious Auguſtine, and 
bis mother Monica. Who, being engaged in dis- 


courſe, on the heauties of the viſible creation; roſe 
by theſe ladders, to the glories, of the inviſible 

Rate; till they were inſpired with the moſt affecting 
ſenſe, of their ſuper-eminent excellency, aud ac- 


tuated with the moſt ardent breathing, after their 


full eujoyment. Infomuch, that they were almoſt 
wrapt up into the bliſs they contemplated; and 
ſcarce knew, whether they were in the body, or 
* out of the body.“ : 
Wu tem peſts toſs the ocean; when plaintive 

fig nals of diſtreſs are heard from the bellowing 
5 Joop: and melancholy tokens of Shipwreck come 


floating on the foaming ſurge: then, how delightful | 


to ſtand ſafe on ſhore, and hug one's ſelf in conſci- 
_ ous ſecurity f! When a glut of waters burſts from 

ſome Wb torrent; ruſhes headlong over all the 
neighbouring plains; ſweeps away the helpleſs cat- 

tle; and drives the alfrightcd ſhe 1 0 from his hut? 
5 then, 


4 As, Lueretius gave he hint for theſs obſervations; ſo, 
he aſſigns the reaſon of the pleaſure ſpecified. It ariſes, not 
from the conſideration of another's miſery: this would argue 

the rankeſt male volence; but, from the agreeable contempla- 
tion of our own perſonal ſafety: which, while we view cir- 
cumſtances, that are pernicious to others, but harmleſs to 
ourſelves, is not a little heightened by 5 contraſt. —Suave | 
Mari magn?, dee. 


| 
1. 
| 
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then, from ihe top of 4 diſtant eminence; to deſcrs 


the danger, we gen not -fear; how pleaſing !— 
Such, methinks, 15 my preſent ſituation for now, 


the ſun blazes ibm on high: the air glows with his 


hre: the fields are rent with chinks: the roads are 
ſcorched to duſt: the woods ſeem to contract a ſick- 


ly alpect, and a ruſſet hue: the traveller, broiled 


as he rides; haſtens to his inn, and intermits his 
journey: the labourer, bathed tn ſweat, drops the 
leythe, and deſiſts from his work: the cattle flee to 
| ſome ſhady covert, or elſe pant and toſs under the 
burning noon. Even the ſtubborn rock, ſmit with 
the piercing beam, is ready to cleave. All things 
| languiſh, beneath the dazzling deluge — While 1 


ſhall enjoy a cool hour, and cafm reflection; ; amidit 
the gloom of this bowery receſs, that ſcarce admits 


oue ſpeck of fun ſhine. 


Tus, may both the flock, Aud their ſhe; pherd, 


e dwell bencath the defence of the Moſt Hig * and 
« abideunder the ſhadow of the Almighty |. 3 'T hen, 
though + the peſtilence walketh in darkneſs, and 
the fekneſs ee at noon-day, though thou- 
ſands fall befide us, and ten thouſands at our right-_ 
hand; we need fear no evil. Either the deſtroying 
angel ſhall paſs over our houſes; or elſe, he ſhall 
diſpenſe the corrections of a friend, not the ſcourges 
of an enemy; which, iuſtead of hurting us, ſhall 
work for our good. 
neſs and Infidelity, far more malignaut evils, 
| breathe deadly contagion, and taint the morals of 


-Then, though Profane- 


multitudes around us; yet, if-the Great Father of 


{pirits © hide us in the hollow of his hand,” we 
| ſhall hold faſt our dar and be faithful unto 


death. 
LE then, PEAS Lord, 01 let thy ſervant, and 


the people committed to his care, be recei ved into 
ay 


4 pſalm Xi. 1. 


+4 This was written, when a very infection and mortal 


difemper raged in the neighbourhood. 


| 
| 
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thy protection. Let us take fanQuary under that 
1xree of liſe, erected in thy ignominious croſs; let 
us fly for ſafety to that city of refuge, opened 
in thy bleeding wounds. Theſe ſhall be a ſacred 
hiding- place, not to be pierced by the flames of 
divine wrath, or the fiery darts of temptation. 
Thy dying merits, and perfect obedience, ſhall be 
10 our ſouls, © as rivers of water in a dry place, or 
** as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land,” f 
But moſt of all, in that laſt tremendous day, 
when the heavens are rent aſunder, and wrapt up 
like a ſcroll: when thy Almighty Arm ſhall arrett 
the ſim in bis career, and daſh to pieces the ſtruc. 
ture of the univerſe; when the dead, both ſmall 
and great, ſhall be gathered before the throne of 
Fay glory; and the fates of all mankiud hang on 
the very point of a final irreverſible deciſion: 
Then, biefſed ] Jxsus, let us be owned by thee, 224 
ve ſhall not be aſhamed: del ended by thee, and ue 
ſhall not be afraid, O! niay we, at that awful, 
that unutterably important juncture, be covered 
with the wings of thy redeeming love; and e 
ſnall behold all the horrible convulſions of expiring 
nature, with compoſure, with comfort! We ſhall 
even welcome the conſummation of all things, as 
the © Times of rekreſhing from the prelence of the 
Lord . 
Tann are, I perceive, 9 1h fill attend the 
flowers; and, in defiance of the ſun, ply their 
work on every expanded bloſſom. The Begs, I 
mean, that nation of chymiſts! To whom nature 
bas communicated the rare and valuable ſecret, of 
_ enriching themſelves, without impoveriſhing others. 
Who extract the moſt delicious ſyrup, from every 
ſragrant herb; without wounding its ſubſtance, or 
Himiniching its odours. I take the more notice of 
theſe ingenious e becauſe, I would wil- 


lingly 


+ Lai. xxl. 2. r Ads ili. 19. 
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lingly make thein- my pattern g. While the gay 


butterfly flutters her painted wings; and fips a 


little fantaſtic delight, only tor the preſent moment, 


while the gloomy ſpider, worſe than idly buſted: 
is preparing his infidious nets for deſtruction ; or 
ſucking venom even from the moſt wholeſome 


plants: this frugal community are wiſely employ. 


ed in providing tor faturity; and collecting a copt- 
ous ſtock, of the molt balmy treaſures.- 


the God, who ſuggeſted each heavenly thought, 


vouchſafe to convert it into an eſtabliſhed princi ple; 


to determine all my inclinations, aud regulate my 


whole conduct; I thould, then, gather advantages 
from the fame blooming objects; more ogy. 


than your golden ſtores, ye induſtrious artiſts. 
alſo ſhould go home laden with the richeſt ny 


and nobleſt ſpoils; though I. crop not 4 leaf, nor 


5 call a ſingle flower my own. 


HERE 1 behold, aſſembled, in one view, il 


| all the various beauties, that have been ſeverally 
entertaining my imagination, The Viſtas, ſtruck 


| through an antient wood, or formed by rows of 
venerable elms; conducting the ſpectator's obſer- 
vation, to ſome amiable object; or leading the . 


traveller's footſteps, to this delightful ſeat: 


The walls, enriched with ſruit-trees, and faced 


with a covering of their leafy extenſions; I ſhould 
rather have ſaid, bung with different pieces of na- 
ares nobleſt tapeſtry: 


coated with gravel: 


Ee ening 


5 Ego apis matinæ 
More modoque 5 N 
_ Grata carpentis thyma, 3 


And 
O! might theſe meditations fink intomy ſoul! would 


—The walks, neatly ſhorn, 
and lined with verdure; or finely ſmoothed, and 
The alleys, arched with 
' ſhades, to embower our noon-tide repoſe; or thrown | 
Open. ior the iree acceſſion of : air, to invite us to our 
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| evening recreation; 1 he decent edgings of box, 
that incloſe, like a plain ſelvage, each beautiful 
compartment, and 1ts ſplendid figures :— The ſhape- 
ly evergreens, and flowering ſhrubs; that ſtrike 


the eye, and appear with peculiar dignity 3 in this 


diſtant ſituation:—Tbe baſon, With its cryſtal 
fount, floating in the centre; and diffuſing an agree- 
able freſhneſs through the whole;—The waters, 
falling from a remote caſcade; and gently murmur- 
ing, as they flow along the pebbles ;——Theſe, ad- 
ded to the reſt; and all fo diſpoſed, that each re- 


commends and endears each; renders the whole a 


moſt ſweet raviſhing ſcene pf order and variety, of 

elegance and magnilicence, | 88 
From fo many lovely proſpects, cluſtering upon 
one's ſight, it is impolſible not to be reminded of 
| heaven: that world of bliſs; thoſe regions of light; 


v here the Lamb that was ſlain manifeſts his beatific , 


preſence, and his ſaints live for evermore. 


But 


5 O!] what pencil can ſkKetch cut a draught of that 


goodly land? W hat language expreſs the incompa- 
rable ſplendors of Jmmapuel's kingdom? Would 


ſome celeſtial hand draw aſide the veil, but for one 
moment; and permit us to throw a ſingle glance on 


thoſe divine abodes; how would all ſublunary poſ. 
ſelſions become tarniſhed in gur eyes, and grow flat 
upon our taſte! One tranſient glimpſe of thoſe un- 
utterable beatitudes would captivate our ſouls, and 
engroſs all their faculties. Eden itſelf, after ſuch 
a viſion, would appear a chearleſs deſart; and all = 
earthly charms, intolerable deformity. = 
VIV excellent things are ſpoken of thee, thou 
city of God ef. Volumes have been written, and 
| _ thole by inſpired men, to diſplay the wonders of 
thy perfections. All that is ich and reſplendent 1 
the v1hble creation has been called in to aid our con- 


ceptions, 


+ Plalm laxxvii. 2. 


5 
'$ 
1 
i 
[| 
F 
' 
4 
; 
3 
1 
i 
| 
| 
1 


169 REF LE C T IONS, Sc. 


ceptions, and elevate our ideas. But, indeed, ng 
tongue can utter; no pen can deſcribe; uo- fancy 


Lan imagine; what God, of his unbounded rand 
| ficence, has prepared for them that love him. 


Seeing then, that all terreſtrial things muſt come to 
a ſpeedy end; and there remaineth ſuch a reſt, 


ſuch a bliſsful and ever}aſting reſt, for the people 

of God: let me never be too fondly attached, to 
any preſent ſatisfactions. Weaned from whatever is 
temporal, may I maintain a ſuperior indifference, for 


ſuch tranſitory enjoyments; but Jong, long earneſtly 


for the mankous that are above; the paradiſe, 


„ which the Lord hath planted, and not man.” 


Thither, may I tranſmit ive chief of my converſa- 
tion; and from thence, expect the whole of my 
' happineſs. Be that the ſacred, powerful magnet, 
| which ever influences my heart; ever attracts my 
_ affections. There are ſuch tranſcendent glories, as, 
eye has not ſeen: There are ſuch tranſ porting plea- 


ſures, as ear has not heard: There js ſuch a fulneſs 


or Joys, as the thought of man cannot conceive. 
INTO that confummate felicity ; thoſe eternal 
fruitions, permit me, Madam, to wiſh you, 1n due 
time, an abundant entrance: and to aſſure you that 
this wiſh is breathed with the ſame ſincerity and ar- 
dour for my honoured correſ [pondent, as it is, 


Madam, for 


; was 5 


* Your moſt obedient, &c. 
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